Amoyn ¢ Zopov, THV emoyn mov
vavrnynOnke To AGHNA.

View of Syros, at the time when
ATHINA was built.

A®GHNA

To 1893 vavmnynOnke otn Zopo to HeyaAdTepo OLePEVIO ATUO-
mhoto Tov eixe ¢ T0Te vavnnynOei otnv EAAada. Hrav to empParnyd
A®HNA, dtoktnoia g «EAAnvikng Atpomhoiag T(wv Mak Aobak
kot BapBovp» (John McDowall & Barbour), n) omoia dpactnpromnot-
eito otnv EAAnvikr aktomhoia and to 1890.

Tov Iovvio Tov 1892 eixe voypagei pa ovpPaoct, dexaeTovg
Siapketag petald g Sroiknong g vrd mrwyevon «EAANVIKAG
Atpomhoiagy kat Twv T{wv Max Aoval kat TovliéApov BapPoip,
PdoeL Tng omoiag evoikiaoav TNV «EAAnvikn ATpomAoio» EvavTeTh-
olov Tiprpatog 210 xhddwv dpaxpwv kat avéraBav and mAevpdg
TOUG uLa oelpd amd voxpedoels. Extog amd ta mhoia kat Ta KTrpLa
™G etatpeiog, ctouvg Mak AovaA kat BapPobp mepinAbe kat To epyo-
otaoto TG «EAAnvikng Atpomhoiog» otnv Eppobdmoln, o onoio Bpt-
okotav dimka oto Newpto. H Eppovmoln eixe e§elixOei kata tov 190
ALOVA 0€ VA HOVASIKO VAVTIKO, BLOUNYAVIKO, EUTIOPLKO KAl OLKOVO-
HIKO KEVTPO TNG VauTiAiag. To Apdvt Tng fTav o peyakvtepog Stape-
TAKOULOTIKOG 0TABHOG TOV epumopiov oTnv Avatoliky Meodyeto kat
1 AQETNPia KAl TO TEPUA TWV AKTOTAOTKOY OVYKOLVWVIWY. ()G vav-
TMYKO kEVTPO, | EppovmoAn anédwoe exatovtddeg peydAa oTio-
@Opa aAAd kat Ta ipwTa atpomiota. To 1850 o Yapravog Bovpékag
vavnnynoe to mpwto otnv EAAGSa EoAvo atpomioto kat to 1853
o vavrnyog Nikohaog Iayidag kataokevace to EOAvo TpoxiAato
aTHOTAOLO AZIIIE, 190 TOVWYV pe ufkog Tpomidag 16 mixewv. XTig
TEXVIKEG EYKATAOTAOCELG TNG ZVPOV KATAOKEVAOTNKE TO 1861 pua
atpopnyavn mov Ppapevtnke otny ExBeon tov Aovdivov, kabwg
Kat AéPnreg kat e§aptpata pnyavav. To 1872 vavnnyndnke oto
vewpto NG «EAANviKng ATpomAoiag» To o1dnpolv atponAoto XEAI-
AQN kot 0Tn ovvéxela akohovBnoav kat aAa atpomiota. Exovrag




MV ATHINA

In 1893, in Syros, passenger ship SS ATHINA, was built. She was the
largest iron steamship ever built till then in Greece. She belonged
to the “Greek Steam Navigation Company John McDowall & Bar-
bour”, that had been active in Greek coastal navigation since 1890.
In June 1892, a ten-year contract was signed between the manage-
ment of the “Hellenic Steam Navigation Co” that was under bank-
ruptcy and “John McDowall & Barbour”. According to this contract,
the “Hellenic Steam Navigation Co” was rented to John McDowall
and William Barbour for an annual price of 210 thousand drach-
mas. In return, they undertook a series of obligations. Other than the
ship and the company buildings, “McDowall & Barbour” also took
over the workshop of “Hellenic Steam Navigation Co,” in Ermoup-
olis, which was close to the Neorio shipyard. During the 19th cen-
tury, Ermoupolis had become a unique maritime, commercial and
financial centre for shipping. Its harbor was the largest trade center
in Eastern Mediterranean and the initial and final destination in
coastal navigation. As a ship-building centre, Ermoupolis produced
hundreds of large sailing ships and the first steamships. In 1850,
Psarianos Vourekas built the first wooden steamship in Greece, and
in 1853 ship builder Nikolaos Pagidas built the 190-ton wooden
paddle steamship ASPIS, with a keel of 16 cubits. In 1861, a steam
engine was built at the technical installations of Syros that received
an award at the London exposition, as well as the boilers and engine
parts. In 1872, the iron steamship HELIDON was built at the shipyard
of “Hellenic Steam Navigation Co”; and many steamships followed
afterwards. Having at his disposal this know-how, it wasn’t surpris-
ing that John McDowall decided to utilize the workshop of “Hellenic
Steam Navigation Co.”. So, in September 1892, the building of the
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MHXANOYPIEION © HaaIn®on
TZON MAK AOYAA

Axpnuioers Tov unyavovpyeiov
‘HoauoTt06, OOV KATAOKEVXOTHKE
N unxavy Tov AGHNA.

Advertisement of Hephaestus
Machine Works where the engine
of ATHINA was constructed.

To AGHNA pe ta oividAa TG
Arpondoiog Twv Mak Aovad.
(EALA. - MLE.T).

ASS ATHINA with the markings of
John McDowall Steamship Co.
(EL.LA. - MLET)
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Aoydruma kou Siapruioess ¢
etaupeiog Tov « T{dv».

Logos and advertisements of

“Johns” company.

mAéov ot Stabeon Tov TV MAovola TEXVOYVWaia TwV Zuplavay,
nrav avapevopevo o T{wv Mak Aoval va mpoxwpnoet oTny aft-
omoinon tov gpyooataciov TG «EAAnvikAG Atponioiag». Etot tov
SentépPplo tov 1892 Eexivnoe ota vavmnyeia g Eppodmolng n
VauTrynon tov odnpodv atuomioov A®HNA, e kabapn xwpntt-
KOTNTA 230 KOpWV Kat oAtk 468 kKOpwv. Av kat To Lloyd’s Register
AVAPEPEL WG TOTIO VAT YNONG TOL AOHNA To vavmnyeio Twv Mak
Aova kat Bappovp otov [epatd, ot eAAnvikég myEG cuvyopovv
KATNYopnuatikd 6Tt To mhoio tehtkd vavmnynOnke otnv Eppodmoln.
Avapeoa og dAAovg, o Anuntprog Kpivog avagépet oe 4pBpo tov 611
«0TO £PYO0TACLO AVTO 0T Z0po kataokevaoe o T{wv To epignpo
KO 0pALOTATO ATUOTAOL0 AOHNA». H mapayyelia yia to mhoio oty
npaypatikotnTa §00nke and tov ABnvaio emyelpnuatia Pwooel,
aAAd to mhoio mépaoe ouvTtopa oty Woktnoia tov Tlwv.

Qo1600 N expicBwon g «<EAANVIKNG ATpomAoiag» Slekomn petd
and éva egaunvo, 6tav 1o A.Z. ¢ «EXAnvikig Atpom\oiag» Oew-
pnoe nwe ot Mak Aova kat BapPovp eixav mapafei tovg 0povg g
ovppaong kabwg dev emokevacay OAa Ta TAoia TG eTaupeiag eVTOg
eEaunvov, yeyovog opwg mov dev ftav Suvatod Aoyw tng mponynOei-
004G KATAoXEoNG TOL atuomAotov OMONOIA. Tov Maptio tov 1893
avayyéAOnke n Stdhvon g «EAAnvikng Atpomhoiag» kat Tov mpo-
oexr) OxtaPpro 18pvOnke n «Néa EXAnvikn Atpomhoia» otny omoia
nepABav Ta evvéa mAoia TG xpewkomnuévng etatpeiog. To de vew-
pto NG Zvpov epABe otnv EBvikn Tpamela tng EANGSog évavt
210 ythiddwv Spaxpav. Tote oplopévol amod Tovg PNy HETOXOVG
™G «EAAnVIKNG AtpomAoiag» anomelpafnkay avemruywe va kata-
O0X€00LV TO LTIO VAVTIYNOT) 0TO VEWPLO AGHNA.

To AGHNA kaBehkbotnke otig 18 Iovviov 1893, mapovaoia Tov
TCwv Max Aobal, kat Aiyeg puépeg apydtepa pupovAknOnke otov
[Tetpatd amod 10 opdoTavlo atpomhoto ®ETIE. Ekei to AOHNA e&o-
TAIOTNKE He Hia OXTaKiAVVOpN ATHOUNXAVT) IOV KATAOKEVATTNKE
oTo pnxavovpyeio TG etapeiag otov Ietpatd kat n omoia anédide
77 NHP, npoadidovtag oto mhoio avwtartn taxdtnta 13 pidiwv Tnv
wpa.

To 1895 dnpootevtnke oto «Hpepoldylo tov Zkwkov» éva apBpo
avagoptkd pe tov Tlwv Mak Aoval, pe titAo «Eig Tiyag g ev
EANGSL punyavovpyiogy. e autod ava@épovtay Kol Ta TapakdTw oxe-
TIKA L€ TT] VAUTINYN 0T TOL AGHNA:

[...Ei¢ To vavmmykov tunpa tov Mnxavovpyeiov Mak Aodai
evavmnynOnoav éwg ofuepov viép ta 35 atpomrota, dia tov Ilet-
patd, v Kwvotavtivovmolv kat ta mapdAia tng Mikpdg Aoiag.
E€ avtwv dvo e0i Ta yvwotd TG opwvdpov atpomhoiag AOyvd kat
Mapyapita. H AOnvé pdhiota Sakpivetal Sta Tov TéAelov unyavi-
OpOV, 6VTOG ToL TeevTaiov ev Evpwnn ovotpatog, 6t ov enttvy-
X&vetat peyan otkovoptia kavoipov DANG, pe taxvtnta 13 pkiov
Ka®’ wpav kat pe katavédworn yalavlpdkwy 8 TOVWYV KATA EIKOOLTE-
Tpawpov. Exet 6Ao T0 oka@og XaAOBOvoy, pe punyavdg Tpumhng ekto-
vwoewg pe dvo xahvBdtvovg AéPntag, eivat 8e To podvov ev EANGSL
EUTIOPIKOV OKAPOG LLE TEAELOV KAL VEWTATOV €V YEVEL UNXAVIOUOV Slal
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iron steamship ATHINA commenced at the shipyards of Ermoupo-
lis, with a net tonnage of 230 tons and a gross tonnage of 468 tons.
Even though Lloyd’s Register notes that ATHINA was built at the ship-
yard of MacDowall & Barbour in Piraeus, all Greek sources clearly
mention that the ship was really built in Ermoupolis. Among others,
Dimitrios Krinos reports in one of his articles that “John built the
renowned and beautiful steamship ATHINA at this factory in Syros”
The order for the ship was actually placed by the Athenian business-
man Russell, but the ship quickly passed into John’s ownership.

However, the leasing of “Hellenic Steam Navigation Co.” was
interrupted after six months, as its Management Board decided that
John MacDowall & Barbour had breached the terms of the con-
tract when they did not repair all of the company’s ships within six
months, something impossible, due to the preceding seizure of the
steamship OMONIA. In March 1893, the dissolution of the “Hellenic
Steam Navigation Co.” was announced and the following October
the “New Hellenic Steam Navigation Co” was founded to which the
defunct company’s ships were transferred. The shipyard at Syros was
taken over by the National Bank of Greece for the sum of 210 thou-
sands drachmas. It was then that some of the shareholders of “Hel-
lenic Steam Navigation Co.” unsuccessfully attempted to impound
ATHINA, still under construction.

The ship was launched on June 18, 1893, in the presence of John
MacDowall, and a few days later it was towed to Piraeus by its fleet
mate, SS THETIS. There, SS ATHINA was fitted with an eight-cylinder
steam engine built at the company’s workshop in Piraeus, which had
an output of 77 NHP, giving the ship a maximum speed of 13 knots.

In 1895 the “Imerologio tou Skokou” (Diary of Skokos) published
an article on John MacDowall, entitled “A giant of engineering in
Greece”. The article also mentioned the building of ATHINA:

“35 steamships have already been built at the ship-building sec-
tion of MacDowall’s workshop that service the lines from Piraeus,
Constantinople and the coast of Asia Minor. Of these, two are the
famous ships of the steamship company itself, Athina and Marga-
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O axtomAoixkdc oToAog amodidel
TIUEG OTOV KATATIAEOVTX OTO
Zapwvikd morepixd oTéro, Katd
70 TéAo¢ Tov A’ Badkavikot
IToAéuov. To AGHNA eivau

T0 TIPWTO TTA0IO AXPLOTEPA.

To axodovBei To atubdmAoio
AAKONIA. (EA.LA. - MLE.T.).

The coastal fleet steams in
Saronicos to welcome the arriving
warships of the Hellenic Royal
fleet, at the end of the First Balkan
War. ATHINA is the first ship from
the left. She is followed by SS
LACONIA. (E.L.IA. - M.LLE.T.).



EAAHNIKH ATMOOAD I'A

(TEow MoxMrodak xol BdpBoup)
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O o1)06 TG ATuomdoiag T¢wv
Max Aovad to 1914. (ITepiodixod
«Navtikd Xpovika»).

The fleet of John McDowall

Steamship Co in 1914. (“Naftika
Chronika” magazine).

EARHNIKH ETAIPEIA

QANAZIION “EMIXEIPHZIEQN (Tuhnod)
Avaywpiioceg ex Mecpadis -

d)nt cAQHNA» Terdpriv 15 levdioy 6
e U S1a Kicw, Zulprny, Badl, [Tdrpev, Al
pov, Kdlupvey, Kb,  “Almapsacody, Niou-
P, E‘L’.ﬂgﬁ\h Péov, _.Md»:nm, Kaoredhdp:lov.

BAAENIKE RTAIPIA
BAAAZEION EOIXEIPHIEON

I'ENIKOE AIEFOYNTHE
A. IIAAHOX

‘Avagopiseg iv Metprdyg
(Tovdiios 1917)

‘Arpimiciov  «AOHNA» Ta-
wapznv b Tosiioy peaqpiplay Sk
Mizprg Katdnwlov Kunapiasiay
‘At. Kopraxdy, Mdpabov, M0ov,
Mebdvyy, Kopdvyv, Nyalov BEa-
Zaprg, Kaplapdiny, Sowvitsay,
Awgibviov, MeSanoy, [epolipbva,
408scov, ‘Ay. Hadayiay, Bitaa
Movepbaoiay — lletpats,

("Ex vijs AwevBovoswg).

Karaywprioeis Spoporoyiwy Tov
ABHNA emi mAotoktroia ITaAnov.

Press release on SS ATHINA'S
itinerary when owned by Palios.

TOV OTIOIOV HOVOV Ta peyaAa Katvovpyn atpomiota g ITaveAin-
viov [Atpomloiag] etalpeiag Ta ektehodvTa Tag e§WTEPLKAG ypap-
HAG, eloiv epodiacpiéva...]

XapakTnpLloTka:

K.0.X: 350

Ataotaoeig: 50 x 7 ., obiopa 3,9 p.

Mnyavn} (1946): pa eEakvlvdpn unxavn retpekaiov trmodvva-
ung 150 HP, kataokevng Deutz.

To A®HNA e TV OAOKANpwOT) TNG VAVTIYNOTG TOL 0TO TENOG TOV
1893 ftav étotpo va avalaPet kabnkovta. EXafBe tov apiBuo 225
Tov vioAoyiov Ilepaid, o omoiog o 1910 avTikataoTdbnke amod Tov
véo aplBpo 18 kat Spopoloynnke oe aktomhoikd Spopoloyta e
agetnpia tov Iepana.

216 4 Anpthiov 1899 To AGHNA eixe éva atvxnua dtav, Katd TN
Stapketa evog tafidiod and tn Osooalovikn mpog tov [epaid, Tpo-
oapa&e oe Ppaxia 0o Akpwtnpto ITpAmag, 0TIG AVATONKESG AKTEG
tov IInAiov. Ao v poadpa&n mpokAnOnke priypa otnv miwpn
Kat e.0pot] VIATWY, e amoTéAeOA 1) TAWPN TOL AGHNA va emKa-
Oioet ota aPadr. Ot emPateg dev kivdbvevoav kat To mhoio avel-
KUOTNKE HETA amo Aiyeg pépeg pe tr Pondeta Tov atpopvodpopova
ITHNEIOE. Kol TOV OHOCTAVAOL ATUOTAOLOV TTIOZEIAQN.

Av kat To AOHNA ta&ideye oe OAeg 0XeSOV TIG AKTOMAOIKES Ypay-
1ég g EANGSag, ta meplocdtepa xpovia emi mhotoktnoiag TCwv, Ta
népaoe Tafidevovtag otn ypapur Zapwvikov-Apyolikov, dSnladn
arno tov [epaud mpog Atytva — MéBava — ITopo - Ydpa —~Znétoeg —
[ToptoyxéAl — Aewvidio - Aotpog - Navmhio.

Ze éva amo avtd ta §poporoytd tov, TNy 311 IovAiov 1903, To
AOHNA &ixe €va VEO aTUXTHA, AUTH TN QOPA ATTOPPOLA TOV AKPATOV
AVTAYWVIOHOV TTIOV VTTPXE AVAHETA OTA AKTOTAOIKA TTAola. ZvyKe-
KpLéva, To AGHNA enéotpege and o NavmAio mpog tov Ilepatd
Kot avtaywvi{otav og TaxOTnTa To atpomioto YAPA, moloktnoiag
Aegovom yia To moto amod ta 0o Ba pmel TPWTO 6TO APAVL TWV XTe-
towv. Tehtkd ta §00 Thoia cVYKpOVOTNKAV HEGA OTO ALUAVL e ATTO-
TENEOUA VA KATAOTPAPEL [ia amd TiG owaoiPieg AépBouvg Tov AGHNA.

To 1906 ta&ideye kat oTn ypappn tov Apppakikod, tpooeyyilo-
vtag ta Apdvia twv dbo mievpwv tov KoptvBiakov kat ovveyilo-
vtag 1o Spopoldylo Tov oo Iovio péxpt Ta Apdvia Tov ApPpakt-
KoV KoAmov.

Tov IovAto tov 1917 t0 A@HNA tepABe padli pe ta vdlowma
névte mhoia tng etatpeiag tov TCwv oty dtoktnoia TG «Avwvipov
EMnvucng Erapeiag @aldooiwv Enixelprioewv» (A.E.E.©.E.), n) omoia
eixe ovotabei amd Tov ePOmMALOTH, PaLVOpEVO TNG EMOXNG, AVTWV
[TaAno (1870-1919). O A. ITaknog nrav IThoiapxog Tov epmopikov
VAVTIKOV Kol KATAPEPE pPéTa O Tpla XpOVLIAL VAL CUYKEVTPWOEL TPLA-
VT AKTOTAOIKA Kot popTryd mhoia, idpuaoe Tn Sikr| Tov Tpdmela kot
aoxoAnOnke pe tn yaavBpakoeunopia kot T yatoktnoia (1 €mavAn
Tov oto Xaidapt eivat onpepa yvwotn wg ITalatdkt). To AOHNA
evtaxOnke oto diktvo Spopoloyiwv TG véag Tov etatpeiog mpay-
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rita. Athina is distinguished for her perfect machinery, being of the
latest European technology which achieves great economy in fuel, a
speed of 13 knots and a consumption of 8 tons of coal per 24 hours.
Her entire hull is made of steel, she has triple expansion engines with
two steel boilers, and she is the only commercial vessel in Greece
with a brand new engine, like the ones that are fitted in the new-
est and largest steamships of the “Panhellenic Steamship Co” that
travel abroad. ”

Specifications:

GRT: 350

Dimensions: 50 x 7 m., draught9 m.

Machinery (1946): one Deutz-built six cylinder oil engine of 150
HP.

Once completed at the end of 1893, SS ATHINA was ready to take up
her duties. She received the number 225 in the registry of Piraeus,
which was replaced by the number 18 in 1910 and entered the coastal
shipping lines, with Piraeus as her home port.

On April 4, 1899, ATHINA had an accident, when during a trip
from Thessaloniki to Piraeus, she ran aground on rocks at Cape Pra-
pas, on the eastern coast of Pilio. Her grounding caused a breach in
the ship’s bow and she took in water, so her bow settled in the shal-
low waters. The passengers were not endangered and the ship was
salvaged after a few days with the help of her fleet mate POSEIDON
and of the steam barque PINEIOS .

Although ATHINA traveled along almost all the coastal lines of Greece,
she passed most of her years under “Johns” ownership, traveling in the
Saronikos-Argolikos line, i.e. the line from Piraeus to Aigina - Meth-
ana - Poros - Ydra - Spetses - Porto Heli - Leonidio - Astros - Nafplio.

On one of her trips, on July 31, 1903, SS ATHINA was involved in
a new accident, this time caused by sheer competition between the

L
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Iivaxac Tov AGHNA, dix

XELpos Tov epomhioTy) MavwAn
KovAovkovvts, 0 omoiog {wypdeile
nAoia TadibevovTag oTic apyés Tov
2000 a1ve o€ Kapd i Tov TaTépa
100. O £QOTTAIOTHS Avapépel

«To ABnvé tov T¢wv. To mpwro
016npovy oKdkPoG IOV EvavTTyHOy
&g v EAM&éa, €16 To Newpio t#6
2vpov to 1864».

Painting of SS ATHINA, by ship-
owner Manolis Kouloundis, who
painted ships while travelling on his
father’s ships in the early years of
the 20th century. The ship-owner
reports: “John’s ATHINA. The first
Iron ship ever built in Greece at the
dockyard of Syros in 1864”.
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SS ATHINA'S registration at Lloyd's
Register of 1941.
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Karaywprioeis Spoporoyiwy
100 AOHNA emi mhotoktHoiag
Xat(nkwvotavty. (Egnuepida
«Neodoyog Iatpav»).

Press release on SS ATHINA's
itinerary when owned by
Hatzikonstantis. (Newspaper
“Neologos Patron”).

AGEAOQR K. XATZHKOQMXTAHTH ;

HaTtoTolwvTag Spopoldyta and tov Ietpatd dAhote mpog ANPépt —
Xohkida — Ataldvtn - Ztvlida — Qpeols — Boho kat aAote mpog
20po - Xio - MutiAfvn - [Mwpapt.

To 1917 n Sraxeipion Tov AGHNA meptiABe otov éeyxo tng Kpa-
Tikng AtevBuvong @alaooiwv Metagopwv 1 omoia kat Staxetpt{o-
TAV TO OLVOAO TWV AKTOTAOIKWV TTAOIWV péxpt TN SLdALOT| TNG TO
1922. Ze avTd T0 MAaioL0, To AOHNA KAROnke T0 1920 va kaAvyet
TIG EMUMALOV HETAPOPLKEG AVAYKEG TIOL eixav Snpiovpyndei amd tnv
anelevBépwon g Mikpdg Aociag. 'Etot dpoporoyndnke and tov
[Tetpard mpog Xio — Zpvpvn - Zdapo - ITatuo - Aépo - Kdhvpvo -
Kw - A\ikapvaood — Niovpo — Zopn — Podo — Mdkpn - Kaotel-
Aopilo xau eviote mpooéyyile kau Ty Kapnabo. Avtd to §popodo-
yto Ba xpnoipedoet g avTamoKpLon Yia EKATOVTAOEG HETAVAOTE,
otomoiot gtavovtag otov ITetpatd Oa emPiactody 010 LITEPWKEA-
V10 ITATPIS yla Vo TOUG PHETAPEPEL OTNV APEPIKT].

Qo100 o Bdvatog Tov A. TTaAnov aAld kat ot SuokoAieg oL
elye PEPELT YLyAVTWOT) TNG eTatpeiag 0T Stayeipton Tov 6TOAOL TNG
A.E.E.@.E.,, wOnoav tn dioiknon tng o€ otadiakn mwAnon twv mAoiwv
g Etot, tov Iovvio Tov 1921 To AGHNA twAndnke avti 265 XIALd-
dwv Spayuawv otnv «EXAvikr Atponhoia Adehgwv K. Xatlnkwv-
otavtip». H owoyévela Xat{nkwvotavtr eixe 10n dvo dekaetieg
EVAOXOANONG e TNV aKTOTAOI, €XOVTAG OTNV KATOXN TNG GUVI|-
Owg pukpa emPoatnya mpoxwpnpévng nAikiog®. To AGHNA Spopioo-
ynOnke amno tov Iewpaid mpog Iatpa — Aotako — Mutika — Zapépda
- Aevkdda - TIpéPela - Tlapya — Hyovpevitoa - Képkupa.

1. H AE.E. @aldoowv Emyelpricewv Siékoye Tig epyaoieg tng to 1929. O Tavrtekng
ITanog (1911-1966), yrog Tov adedgov tov Avtawvn ITanob, Zipov, otadiodpounoe wg
IMoiapxog tov Epmopikov Navtikod péxpt to 1965, 0dTe 0TpAPNKE GTOV EQOTALOUO
ATOKTWVTAG TO TPWTO TOV atponAoto. Metd tov mipdwpo Bdvarto tov Iavtehr TlaAnov
o€ TpoYaio aTON A, TOV SIAdEXTIKE 0 Y106 TOL ZupedYV, 0 OTIOI0G Kot GLVeXilet pe emTuyia
v epomhoTikr Tov Spdon StevBivovtag T vavtihakr etatpeia Diana Shipping Inc.

2. Zopgwva pe to Lloyds Register, n etatpeia Xat{nkwvatavti eiye otnv katoxr mmg
petafd dAAwy atpdmAolwy kat To emPATyd KAOHPEYS, vavnnynuévo to 1867 atnyv
AyyAia wg Oalapnyd XANTHA (204 grt). To KAGHPEYE, agov TovAnOnke kat aAlake
apkeTolg ILOKTHTEG Kat ovopata, vavhwdnke to 1941 wg STRUMA ot pia eBpaikn
opyavwon. To mhoio emfiface 769 mpoopuyes anod Tr Povpavia yio va Toug petagépet
AaBpaia oty Hokatotivy. Qotd00 Tov amayopevTnke N SiéAevon tov Boomdpov kat
napéperve eykAwPlopévo kat pe BAaPn otig pnxavég Tov oty Kwvotavtivodmoin yia
10 efSopades. TeAikd pupoviknOnke anod 116 ekel Apxég miow otov EbEetvo TI6vTo, d1ov
Kat a@ébnke éppato Twv kupatwy. Tnv enopévn, 24n Gefpovapiov 1942, topmihiotnke
and ooPLeTiko VoPpUyLo pe amotéheopa va amoleaBoiv OAot ot emPaivovteg ANV evog.
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coastal ships. ATHINA was returning from Nafplio to Piraeus and rac-
ing against the SS YDRA, owned by ship owner Leoussis, to the port
of Spetses. In the end the two ships collided inside the harbor result-
ing in the crushing of one of ATHINA’s life boats.

In 1906, she also traveled on the Amvrakikos line, calling at ports
on the two sides of Korinthiakos gulf and continuing the itinerary
towards the Ionian sea, up to the ports in the bay of Amvrakikos.

In July 1917, ATHINA and the other five ships of “John’s” company
were passed over to the Anonymous Hellenic Company of Maritime
Enterprises (Greek acronym: A.E.E.®.E.), which was established by
the ship-owner — phenomenon of the time, Antonis Palios (1870-
1919). A. Palios was a merchant marine captain who, within three
years, had managed to gather thirty coastal and cargo ships, estab-
lish his own bank and get involved in coal trading and real estate (his
manor at Chaidari is today known as “Palataki” - i.e. a small palace).
ATHINA entered the network of sailing lines of her new company, mak-
ing trips from Piraeus to Aliveri - Chalkida - Atalanti - Stylida - Ore-
ous — Volos, or from Piraeus to Syros — Chios — Mytilini - Plomari.

In 1917, ATHINA’s management came under the control of the
Department of Maritime Transportations which managed all coastal
ships up to its dissolution in 1922. Within that framework, ATHINA
was requested in 1920 to cover the new transportation needs arising
from the liberation of Asia Minor. Thus she was put in a line from
Piraeus to Chios - Smyrni - Samos - Patmos - Leros - Kalymnos - Kos
- Alikarnassos - Nisyros - Symi - Rhodes - Makri - Kastellorizo and
sometimes even called at Karpathos.

However, the death of A. Palios and the difficulties that arose from
the company’s increased size in the management of the fleet, prompted
the company’s management to gradually sell its ships'. In June 1921,

1. The Anonymous Company of Maritime Enterprises stopped its business in 1929.
Pantelis Palios (1911-1966), son of the brother of Antonis Palios, Simos, made a career
as captain in the merchant marine up until 1965 when he turned to ship-owning, by
acquiring his first steamship. After the early death of Pantelis Palios in a car accident,
he was succeeded by his son, Symeon, who continues successfully his maritime activi-
ties, managing the “Diana Shipping Inc” shipping company.
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To vavdyio Tov AGHNA.

The wreck of ATHINA.



Mvnueio mov éxer avaryepBei oty
Zipva.

Monument raised on Syrna.

Tov IovAo Tov 1928, o1 adedpoi EAevbépiog kat Evotpdtiog
napaxwpnoav and 10% tng KuploOTNTAG TOL AOHNA 0TOV AdEAPO
toug HAla, kaBwg kat otov IThoiapyo Iwdvvn Tkiden.

Zrta péoa tng dekaetiag tov 30, 1 etatpeia Xat{nkwvotavn
nepnABe o€ okovopkod adté€odo kat To AOHNA mapomAioTnKe oTa
Apmehdxia tng Zaapivag. e avtr T 0éon mapépetve péxpt to 1939
onoTe kot nuiBvbiotnke cvvemneia Stappowy.

[Mapépetve nuivOiopévo otn Sidpketa Tov TOAEUOL APOV 1 KATA-
OTAOT) TOV OKAPOVG HTAV TETOLO TIOV AKOLLT KAl OL YEPHAVIKEG SuVd-
Helg katoxng dev aoyoAnOnkav pe Tnv avéAkvon Kat TNV NOKELT
Tov. Tehika Tov IovAto Tov 1942 To AGHNA mwAnOnke yla makto-
oidepa otov Eppl. Zre@avidn kat avelkbotnke to 1946. To okdgog
Oa eixe StaAvBei, edv Tov ZemtépPpro Tov 1946 dev eixe Ppebdei évag
anpoadoKknTog ayopaoTng o omoiog frav o IThoiapxog Tewpytog
datong’.

[Tiow amnd v ayopd Tov AGHNA Pprokdtav n opyavwon Mossad
Aliyah Bet tnv omoia eixav ovotroet Efpaiotl mpokepévov va peta-
@épovv opoedveic Tovg otny Ialaiotivn pe okomo va anoteAécovv
Tov Tuprva evog efpaikol kpatovg. H petakivion tov Efpaiwv
npog v Halatotivn €Bpioke avtiBetn tn Bpetavikn Kvpépvnonn
omoia kat ékeyxe TNV meploxn. Ta Ppetavikd moleptkd mhoia eiyav
avaAdPet va avakOmTouy TNV mopeia Twv TAOIwV Ta om0l HeTEPE-
pav mapdvopa Efpaiovg kat va Tovg odnyovv oe otpatoneda otnv
Kompo kat adhod. Kabwg n efpaikn opydvwon dpovoe oty mapa-

3. Zopgwva pe efpaikés TNYEG 0 ayopaotrg fitav n mavapaikn etatpeia Caribbean
Atlantic Ship Corporation 1 onoia kat Vywoe 610 mAoio TN onuaia tov Iavapd.
Qoto00 avtr 1 ayopanwnoia dev emPePalwvetat and o vnoloyo tov Ietpatd.
IMBavoloyeitar OTL N Tavapaikn etatpeia vavdwoe 1o OKAPOG kat OTL N onpaia
[avapd avaptiOnke yia mapamhavnon.
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ATHINA was sold for 265 thousand drachmas to “Chatzikonstanti Bros

Hellenic Steamship Co”. The Chatzikonstanti family already had two
decades of experience with coastal ships, owning mostly small and old
passenger ships®. ATHINA was put in the line from Piraeus to Patras -
Astakos - Mytika - Zaverda - Lefkada - Preveza - Parga - Igoumenitsa
- Corfu.

In July 1928, brothers Eleftherios and Efstratios conceded each
10% of ATHINA’s ownership to their brother Ilias, as well as to Cap-
tain Joannis GKkiafis.

In the mid thirties, the Hatzikonstantis company faced financial
difficulties and ATHINA was mothballed at Ambelakia, Salamina. She
remained there until 1939, when she half-sank due to leaks.

She remained half-sunk for the duration of the war as her con-
dition was so bad that even the German occupation forces did not
bother to salvage and repair her. Finally, in July 1942, ATHINA was
sold for scrapping to Emm. Stefanides, and was salvaged in 1946. The
ship would have been dismantled hadn't it been for an unexpected

2. The Hatzikonstantis company owned among other steamships the passenger ship
KAFIREUS, built in 1867 in England as the yacht XANTHA (204 grt). KAFIREUS, after
changing several owners and names, was chartered in 1941 as STRUMA in a Jewish
organization. The ship took 769 refugees from Romania to transport them illegally to
Palestine. However, she was not given permission to transit Vosporos and was trapped,
with her engines damaged, in Istanbul for 10 weeks to be finally towed by the authorities
of Istanbul back to the Black Sea where she was set adrift at sea. The next day, February
24,1942, she was torpedoed by a Soviet submarine and all passengers save one, were lost.
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H mlapn Tov AGHNA 67mwg
avamavetal o€ f&Bog 37,9 pétpwy.

SS ATHINA'S bow resting at a depth
of 37.9 m.



To katdoTpwya Kortd{ovrag amd
TAQpQ.

The deck when looking from the
bow.

Voo Kal [ TTEPLOPLOUEVOVG OLKOVOULIKOVG TOPOLG, ouvBwg KaTé-
QPEVYE OTNV AMOKTNON VIEPNALKWV KAl GUX VA ava§lOTAOWY OKAPWY
Ta onoia kat Tagidevav vepPopTwpéva.

O IM\oiapyog I.datong eiye 10N eunelpia oe avth T SpACTHPLO-
T, agov To 1945 1o mhoio AHMHTPIOE! 6T0 0T0i0 TV GUUTAOLO-
KTHTNG, eixe petagépel 220 ERpaiovg AabBpopetavaotes otny ITakat-
otivn.

To AGHNA petd tnv avélkvor tov, 0dnynodnke eonevopéva oto
[Tépapa omov agatpédnkav ot Stafpwiéves LITEPKATAOKEVES, EVD
tomofetnOnke pia pukpr| yépupa katdmpupa. Tavtoxpova e§omAi-
OTNKE i€ KOVUKETEG UNKOVG EVOG HETPOV Kat TAATOVG GapdvTa eKa-
TOOTWYV, TTPOKELHEVOL VA UTOpPEL Vo 0TEYAoEL GO0 TO Suvatdv mepLo-
00TEPOVG HETAVAOTEG. META Ao EMTA XpOVLIA TAPANOVIIG OTO LYPO
oTolxeio, | Takatd atpounxavr Tov A@HNA eixe StaPpwiei. Etot
avtikataotadnke ano pa e§axvAvdpn metpedatopnyaviy Deutz
mmodvvapng 150 HP n onoia tomoBetnOnke katampupa.

MeTd 10 T€AOG TWV EMOKEVWY, TO AOHNA avakatapetpriOnke
0tovg 350 k.0.X. Kat 230 k.K.X. kat Tov 600nke To S1eBvEg Staxpitiko
onpa S.Z.H.K. To mhoio éAafe To kwdikd dvopa RAFIAH kal fe oxTa-
HeAEG EANANVIKO AT pwia, CLVOSEVOUEVO ATt 8L [EAN TNG EPpaiKnG
opyavwong, avaxwpnoe and tov Iepatd pe mpooplopod 1o Apavt

4. To AHMHTPIOZ eixe vavnnynei 1o 1906 ota Nylands Merk Verk. tov Oolo wg
@alatvoBnpikod HJORLEIFUR. To 1912 petovopdotnke e WHANGAROO Kat To 1915
evtaxOnke oto TaAAko II.N. wg To meptmolikd AMBITIEUX. Ayopdotnke to 1920
and v «EOvikn Atpomhoia» tng EAGSog (Agoi Eumelpikov) kat petetpdnn oto
aKToTAOIKO SIKINOE. To 1923 movAifnke atovg Agovg Zapmald kat to 1932 otovg
E.®ovoka & N.Qpavtlly. Metovoudotnke oe TETH ®. kal HeTETPAT Ao ATUOTAOLO
oe metpelatokivito. Tov Ampikio Tov 1941 PuBiotnke otov Oppo Twv Meydpwv and
YEPHAVIKT| agpoTopikr entiBeo, alhd aveAkvoTnke kKaBwg To 1942 ayopdoTtnke amd
T Mercantile Soc. Anon. Maritime & Commercial. To 1945 petovopdotnke oe AHMH-
TPIOE kat Tov NoépPpio ta&ideye pe 220 Eppaiovg mpog tnv Iakaotivn. Koatd tnv
anofifaot| Tovg, ouvekreOn amo Ppetavikd molepuko kat odnynOnke otn Xawpa 6mov
eykataheigOnke kot Tedikd pioofubiotnke.
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O «epydtne» THG TAWPTG.

The bow’s “capstan”.

buyer, in September of 1946, the seaman George Fatsis’.

Behind that purchase was the “Mossad Aliyah Bet” organization.
This organization was established by the Jewish leadership in order
to transport their people to Palestine to form the core of a Jewish
state. The British government which controlled the area was against
the immigration of Jews in Palestine. British warships had orders
to stop the ships that illegally transported Jews and divert them to
Cyprus and elsewhere, where special detention camps had been cre-
ated. Since the Jewish organization acted illegally and on limited
financial resources, it usually resorted to acquiring old and some-
times unseaworthy vessels, which traveled overloaded.

ATHINA was taken to Perama and her corroded superstructures
were removed and replaced by a small deckhouse on the stern. At
the same time she was equipped with one meter-long, forty centime-
ters-wide bunks, to be able to house as many immigrants as possible.
After seven years underwater, the old steam engine of ATHINA had
corroded and had to be replaced by a six cylinder Deutz oil engine
of 150 HP which was placed near the stern.

After completion of the repairs, MV ATHINA was measured again,
found to measure 350 grt and 230 net weight and was given the call
sign S.Z.H.K. The motor vessel received the code name RAFIAH and
with an eight-member Greek crew, accompanied by six members of
the Jewish organization, left Piraeus for the port of Bakar in Yugo-
slavia. In order to deceive the British authorities, they had declared
that the ship would pick up Armenian refugees to take them to the
Black Sea. On October 25, 1946, ATHINA was sailing through the
straits of Lefkada when she ran aground due to a navigational mis-

3. According to Jewish sources, the buyer was the Panamanian company Caribbean
Atlantic Ship Corporation. However, this sale and purchase is not confirmed by the
Registry of Piraeus. It is speculated that the Panamanian company chartered the ship
and that the Panamanian flag was raised for deception.
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H katamaxti) mov odnyoioe oto
EOWTEPIKO THS TIAWPTG.

The hatch that leads inside the

forcastle.

Bakar otnv 161¢ [tovykoohaia. [Tpokepévov va mapamhavroovv
TG Bpetavikég Apyés, eixe Snhwbei 611 To okdpog Ba mapalapPave
Appéviovg mpdouyeg yia va tovg petagépet otov EbEevo TTovro.
2116 25 OxtwPpiov 1946, To AGHNA Siémhee To diawAo Tng Agvkddog
otav ano mhonyko Aabog mpoodpale. AmokolAnOnke tnv emopévn
te Tn PorBeta puovAKOD Kat HeTd and ToAAEG Talivwdieg ovvéyioe
10 Ta&idtL Tov oG Tov Poppd. Zro Bakar emPiface 785 EPpaiovg
TPOOPLYEG, oL oToioL giyav oLYKeVTpwOEL amod dlapopeg xwpeg TG
Avatohkng Evpwmnng oe avaliitnon pag véag matpidag. Avaywpnoe
oT1G 26 NoepPpiov kat akodovBwvtag voTia pota mapémhevoe T
votiodvtikn [ledomovvnoo pe katevBuvon ta Awdekdvnoa.

O emike@aAng TG anooTtolng, {tnoe ano tov IMhoiapxo Bacin
E€apxomovo® va odnynoet to okdgog otn vioida Zopva. H meploxn
TWV (UKPWV KAl OUXVE AKATOIKNTWY VoLV Twv SuTikwv Awdekavi-
0wV amoTeAOVOE ON(LEL0 GLVAVTNONG Yla Ta okdgn Tng Mossad Aliyah
Bet, kaBwg dAa mpoépxovtav and tov EvEervo TTIovto kat dAa and
gvpwTaikd AMpavia g Meooyeiov. Ztn Zupva Ba amofiBalovtav
HEAN TOL EAANVIKOD TANpWHATOG Kat To AOHNA Ba cuvéxle mpog
vnoida XaunAn (KapnAovnot), 6mov kat Ba cuvavtodoe To goptnyo
mAoio LOCHITA kat 070 omoio Oa petagépovtav ot EBpaiot mpdogu-
ves. To AOHNA mBavotata Oa enéotpege oe kamoto Aipéve Tng Meoo-
yeiov mpokepévou va emPiBaoel ek VEOL TPOTPUYEG.

H anwAeia Tov mAoiov

To AGHNA ¢@tace otn Zvpva 011§ 7 AgkeuPpiov ev péow Kako-
katpiag. To okdgog mov Ba mapardpPave pEAN Tov TANpOHATOG

5. O IMhoiapyog Baciing E&apydmovlog eixe emPudaet kat Tov vavayiov Tov pdtopaotn
AINOZ (130 k.0.).), 6TAY AUTO KAVOVIOPOAIGTNKE ATO GUUUAXLKO TTOAEKO TKAPOG Kat
BuBiotnke voTia TG MiAov oTig 22 Mdiov 1941.
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take. She was salvaged the next day with the help of a tug boat and
after many adventures, she continued her trip northwards. At Bakar
she embarked 785 Jewish refugees, who had gathered from many
East-European countries in order to be brought to a new country.
She left on November 26 and followed a Southern - SouthEastern
course, towards the Dodecanese.

The head of the mission asked the captain, Vasilis Exarhopou-
los* to take the ship to the islet of Syrna. This particular area of the
western Dodecanese, full of small, often uninhabited islands, was
always a meeting point for the vessels of Mossad Aliyah Bet, some
coming from the Black Sea and others from European harbours in
the Mediterranean. At Syrna, the members of the Greek crew would
disembark and ATHINA would sail to the Hamili (Kamilonisi) Islet,
in order to meet the cargo ship LOCHITA, on which the Jewish ref-
ugees would be transferred. ATHINA would possibly return to some
Mediterranean port in order to embark new refugees.

The loss of the ship

ATHINA arrived at Syrna on December 7, 1946 in bad weather. The boat
that would collect the crew was not there, so the captain decided to
anchor in the island’s cove. During the maneuvers ATHINA hit on rocks
which tore the ships hull and she started taking water in. The passengers
left the ship in panic, jumping on the rocks while trying to hold ATHINA
near the shore with ropes. Eight of the refugees got killed while aban-
doning the ship, which finally sank 45 minutes later.

With a portable receiving set, the castaways notified the British
authorities, who were then controlling the Dodecanese, of their posi-

4. Captain Vasilis Exarhopoulos had survived the shipwreck of motor ship AINOS (130
grt.) which was sunk by an allied warship south of Milos on May 22, 1941.

359



A6 10 e0WTEPIKO THG TAWPHG.

From inside the forecastle.

dev Nrav ekel, onote o [Thoiapxog amo@daoioe va aykvpoBoAnoel
otov Oppo Tov vnotov. Katd tn Stdpketa twv eAtypwv 1o AGHNA
TPOCEKpPOLOE Ot Ppdxta pe amoTéAeopa va dnuovpyndei prypa
ota V@aa Tov TAoiov Kat va tapovotaoTei elopon véatwy. Ot emi-
PaivovTeg eykatéAenyav To OKAPOG 08 KATAGTAOT TAVIKOV, TNOW-
VTOG 0Ta Bpdxta Kat TpooTabwvTag te OKOWLA Vo OLYKPATHOOLY
TO AGHNA KoVTa 011 0TEpLA. OXTW amod TOVG TPOTPLYEG EXACAV TN
(w1} TOVG KATA TNV EYKATAAELYT TOV OKAPOLG, TO 0T0i0 TeALKd Pubi-
0TNKe peTd ano 45 Aentd.

Me éva @opnto achpuato, ot vavayoi eldomoinoav Tig Bpetavikég
Apyxég mov éheyyxav T0Te Ta Awdekdavnoa, yla tn 0¢on Tovg kat po-
onafnoav va mpo@uAaytovy anod Ta oTotxeia TG evongG. Agov €0a-
Yav TOvg VEKPOUG, oL vavayoi fjpOav og emagr e TNV OIKOYEVELX TWV
EA\fjvwv mov (ovoe ot vnoida, ot omoia Toug mpoprfevoe pe Aiya
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H kadéva 06 dykvpag.

The anchor chain.

tion, and tried to protect themselves against the elements of nature.
After burying their dead, the castaways contacted a family of Greeks
who lived on the islet and the family brought them some food. The
next day a British aircraft threw them provisions, blankets and medi-
cines. On December 10, the British destroyer PROVIDENCE arrived at
the island. The next day, notified by the British authorities, the Greek  The holes in the hull of $S ATHINA.

ATmoyn amo Ta pRYUATA 0TO OKApPi
TOU AGHNA.
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To eowTeptkod Tov vavayiov.

Inside the wreck.

To kovfovot Tov aumapLod.

The hold hatch.
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Klipaxa.

Ladder.

destroyer THEMISTOCLES arrived and collected the crew and 21 ref-
ugees (11 wounded and their escorts) to take them to Rhodes. The
British destroyers PROVIDENCE and CHEVRON collected the rest of
the castaways and took them to camps in Cyprus, where they stayed
until their liberation, in 1948.

ATHINA was erased from the Greek Registry on December 12,
1952 on the grounds of “wrecked on December 7 1946 due to colli-
sion at Syrina island, Astypalea”.

In October 1972, members of the Israeli Navy went to Syrna and
found the remains of victims which they carried to Haifa to be buried.

The shipwreck today

The shipwreck of ATHINA is located at a depth of 22 to 38 meters in

Ipoowmikd avrikeipeva Twv
VAVAYWY.

Personal items of the castaways.
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HMextpixoi mivakes otov ywpo
TOV UNXXVOOTAOIOU.

Electric panels in the engine room.

Tpo@iua. Trv emopévn €va Ppetavikd agpookdog épi&e otn vioida
TpOPLUa, KoLPépTeG Kat pappaka. Tn 10n Aekepfpiov éptace oTo
vnot 1o Bpetavikd avtitopmAikd PROVIDENCE. Tnv emopévn katé-
TAEVOE Kal TO EAANVIKO avTITopTiAIkO OEMISTOKAHE TO 0Toio €ixe
eldomotn et and Tig Bpetavikég Apxég kat mapédaPe To mAfpwpa Kat
21 mpdouyeg (11 Tpavpatieg Kat TOvg OVVOSOVG TOVG) TOVG OTOIOVG
Kat petépepe otn Podo. Ta Ppetavikd avtitopmiAikd PROVIDENCE
Kat CHEVRON mapéhafBav Toug umdAomovg vavayovs Toug 0moiovg
Kat Tekd petépepav oe otpatoneda otnv Konpo, dmov mapépevay
HéEXPL TNV amedevbépwon) Tovg To 1948.

To 8¢ AGHNA dteypagn and 1o eEAAnViKO viiohoyto oTig 12 Aekep-
Bpiov 1952 pe o artioloytkd «vavaynoav tnv 7n Aekepfpiov 1946
OVVETIELA TIPOTKPOLOT|G £1G ZelpTva AOTUTIAAALAGY.

Tov OktwPpro tov 1972 péAn tov IopanAtvov ITohepkod Navti-
KOV peTéPnoav otn Zopva Kat agol evtomoav ta 00t Twv Gupd-
TV, Ta HETEQEPAY 0TI XALPa OTIOV KAl EVTAPLATTHKAV.

To vavaywo ofjpepa

To vavayto tov AGHNA Bpioketat oe fdBog amod 22 ¢wg 38 pétpa
otov dppo Tov Ayiov Iwavvn g Zopvag. To okagog Ppioketal o€
HIKPT] AO0TAOT ol TNV aKTH, AKOVUTILOUEVO 0TOV appwdn fvbo
HEe TNV apLoTEPT| TOV TTAELPAL.

Mia mpwtr dtepebivnon Tov vavayiov amokaldTTeL Eva OKAPOG
0TO 0T0i0 TALPLAlOVY ATTOAVTA Ot TIEPLYPAPEG TTOV EXOVV KAVEL OF
HapTLpieg TOVG em{WVTEG TOV Vavayiov, kaBwg Kat 1 TepLtypar)
™G Y8poypagikng Ymnpeoiag, 0Tng omoiag 1o NAeKTPOVIKO apXeio
TO vawdyto éxet kataxwpnOei e Tov avfovta aptBuod 491.

Evtinwon npokalei n emPAntikn mAwpn pe i Eexwplotég vav-
TIYWKES YPAUPES, KaBWG Kal TO Yeyovog OTL TO OKAPOG TIAPAUEVEL
oe aplotn katdotaor. Ta pova onpddia and tnyv TpdOoKPOLOT OTA
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H t0mov Deutz unyavy tov
AGHNA.

ATHINA's Deutz engine.

the cove of Agios Ioannis in Syrna. The wreck is not far from the
coast, and it lies on its portside on a sandy seabed.

A first examination of the shipwreck reveals a ship that matches
completely the descriptions of the survivors as well as that of the
Hydrographic Service, in whose electronic archives she is registered
with serial number 491.

The ship’s bow with its special architectural lines is impressive, and
the hull remains in excellent condition. The only evidence of the colli-
sion with the rocks of Syrna are two small holes in the bow of ATHINA,
under her water line. The boat had no waterproof compartments,
hence this seemingly controllable inflow of water determined her fate.

In the first years that followed the sinking of ATHINA, witnesses
reported that a smuggler blew up the shipwreck in two and salvaged
her engine. However the shipwreck remains in one piece and the
engine is still inside the hull.
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O &éovac mov kvovoe Tov Ehika.

The shaft that turned the propeller.

Bpdyta TG Z0pvag eivat dVo [KPEG OTEG 0TV TAWPTN TOL AGHNA,
KATW amo TNV icako ypappr. Miag kat To okdgog dev diebete vda-
TooTeYN SlapepiopaTa, aUTh I QALVOUEVIKA EAeYXOpEVT ELOpOT| VOG-
Twv kaBoploe To TéNog Tov.

Ztampwta Xpovia mov akoAovBnoav tn fubion Tov AGHNA, éka-
Vv TNV ELPAVLOT) TOVG HAPTUPieG TOV avEPepay OTL Evag AabpépLmo-
pog avartivage To vavayto og SO0 TURHATA KAt AVEAKVOE TN HNXaVT
Tov. (20TO00 TO VALAYLO TIOAPAUEVEL OE £VA KOUHATL, EVW T UNXOV
PplokeTal aKON OTO E0WTEPLKO TOV.

Mia Steiodvon oTov Xwpo ToL UNXAVOoTAGIOV AOKAAVTITEL Kat
NV TPOXeLpOTNTA pe TV omoia TomoBeTrOnKe n véa punyovi o 1946.
Avo nhextpokoAnoelg T Statnpovoav atn Béon g kat kabwg 1
SaPpwon g Balaooag Tig anoduvapwaoe, 1) unxoav EMece Kat oTa-
HATNOE TTAVW 0TV apLoTepr) TAEVPA TOL KUTOVG. Iliow and Tov xwpo
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Amoyn TnG IPUUVYG UE TUNUX Ao
T Bhon THS VIEPKATATKEVHS.

View of the stern and part of the
basis of the superstructure.

A dive into the engine room also reveals the makeshift way
in which the new engine had been installed in 1946. The engine
was held in place by two electrical wields and as corrosion of the
sea weakened them, the engine fell over to the hold’s portside.
Behind the area where the small engine was placed, lies the shaft
that turned the ship’s propeller. The propeller is not there today
because it was salvaged at some point in order to be sold for its
material value. However ATHINA’s rudder remains in place, manu-
factured with the characteristic style of the time. Moreover, inside
the engine room we can see the electric panel and the oil tanks
that were placed during the post-war refit. Oil from these tanks
still leaks to the surface.

The ironworks of the makeshift superstructure that had been con-
structed during the 1946 refit remain on the quarter deck. The sup-
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Toe KamoVIa IOV CVYKPATOVOAY
pia o Tis owoifies AéuPous.

The davits that held in place one of

the life boats.

H Béon ¢ Eoivng
VIEPKATROKEVHG IOV S1oAvOnKce
pe TV mépodo Tov ypovou.

The basis of the wooden
superstructure that was destroyed
by time.

Tov PpLokdTay TomoBeTUEVN 1) [iKkpT} unXavi), 0TéKeL 0 d§ovag Tov
A®HNA 0 070{0G Ka Ktvovoe TNV poméla tov okdgovg. H mpoméda
OT|Hepa ATTOVGLACEL YLATE KATTOLA XPOVIKT) GTLYHT) AVEAKDOTNKE, TTPO-
pavag mpokelpévov va twhndei ya tnv afia g wg vAko. Xtn Béon
TOV WOTOCO Tapapével To TNOAAL0 TOV AOHNA, KATAOKEVATUEVO
HE HLa XapaKTNPLOTIKN TEXVOTpOTia TG emoxng. Emiong otov xwpo
TOL HnXavooTaciov dtakpivovTal o NAEKTPIKOG Tivakag kabwg kot
ot defapevég metpehaiov mov TomoBeTHONKAV KATA TN HETATTONELLKT)
HeTaokevn. Ao Tig Se§apeveg avTég akopn Kat orpepa avaBAviovy
oTny em@avela knAideg metpehaiov.

210 KATAOTPWHA TNG TPOUVNG TIAPAHUEVOLY OL OLONPOKATATKEVEG
TNG TIPOXELPTG VTIEPKATAOKEVTG TTOL €ixe aveyepOel katd Tn peTaokewn
Tov 1946. H Péon mov otrpile To THIOVL TOL OKAPOUG £XEL ATTOKOAAN-
el kau avamaveta otov Bubo tng Zvpvag, Simha oTo vavdyto.

To katdoTpwya TOL AGHNA 1TAV KATAOKELAOUEVO amtd EVAO, TO
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port of the vessel’s steering wheel has detached and rests at the bot-
tom of Syrna, near the wreck.

ATHINA’s wooden deck, completely corroded now, allows easy
access to the inside of the hold. There, a diver may find dozens of
scattered small bottles and canteens left behind by the castaways. The
two hatches that framed the openings of the hold on ATHINA’s deck
are in place. At the site of the wreck, presence of the human element
is very strong: One may find shoes, plates, forks and other personal
items of the ship’s last passengers. In the middle of the boat remain
the davits from which the ship’s life boats hung.

The impressive bow of the steamship predominates on the sea
bottom of Syrna and is the deepest point of the wreck. Anchor chains
hang from the boat’s bow; they used to be stored on the foredeck.
On the foredeck is the capstan and the forecastle, that used to pro-
tect the crewmembers in case of bad weather, and both are in excel-
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Amoyn TnG mpUuvy6. Aakpivetal
T0 TIPOVAKL Kot 1) B&on THG
onuaiog.

View of the stern. One can see the
rudder wheel and the basis of the
flag mast.



Amoyn THG TIPpUUVIG.

View of the stern.

omoio onpepa éxet MANpws StaPpwbei pe amotéheopa va vILApPXEL
gUKOAN TPOOPaoT 0TO E0WTEPLKO TOL KVTOVG. Ekel 0 6utng Ba ovva-
vtrjoet Staomapta dekddeg [ikpd UTOVKAALA Kal Ttayovpla Ta oToia
denoav miow Tovg ot vavayol. XTo KatdoTpwia TOL AGHNA OTEKOVY
ot B¢on Tovg Ta Svo kovPovota OV TAALGIWVAY T AVOLYHATA TOV
aumaptov. ZTov Xwpo Tov vavayiov eivat évrovn 1 mapovaoia Tov
avBpamivov ototxeiov, kabwg pmopei kaveig va Stakpivel Tamov-
TolA, TILATA, TIPOLVLA Kat AAAA TTPOCWTIKA AVTIKEIHEVA TWV TEAEV-
Taiwv Tov eMPATWYV. ZTO HECO TOL OKAPOVG ATTOUEVOLY TA KATIOVLA
arw’ 61OV AANOTE KpEpovTay ot owaiPleg Aéupot Tov.

H emPAntikiy mhwpn tov atpdmiotov Seondlet otov Bubo g
ZOpvag kat anotelei To fabutepo onpeio Tov vavayiov. Amo tnv
TAWPT TOV OKAPOVG KPEUOVTAL Ol AYKVPOKAOEVEG TOL AGHNA oL
omoieg oTnpilovTav 6To KATAGTPWA TNG TAWPNG. ZTO KATAOTpWHUA
™G TAWPNG PpioKETAL O EPYATNG TNG AYKVPAG EVWD O€ EEAPETIKT
KATAOTOOT) TTAPAUEVEL TO KAUTOVVL IOV AANOTE TPOOTATEVE Tat PEAT
TOL MANPWHATOG O TEPIMTWON KAKOoKalpiag. ATO Ta avoiypata Tov
KATAOTPOUATOG SLakpiveTal TO E0WTEPLKO TOL TAwpaiov dlapepi-
opatog omov Ppiokovtal Ta dvo priypata. Ta priypata eivat kdbeta
Tpog Tov opLlovTio dfova tov mhoiov kat TAnaiov Tovg PpiokeTat
€vag owpog amod KapPouvo, TPOoPaAvWS VITOAEIIATA ATTO TV Kav-
otn VAN oL XPNOLHOTIOLOVOE TTPOTIOAEUIKA TO AOHNA.

Ztnv aktn ™G Zopvag éxet avayepBei éva pvnueio yia va Bopilet
o€ 600VG Ppebohv 0TO ATOHAKPLOUEVO V0L, TN VAVTIKY Tpaywdia
Tov StadpapatioTnke kel TOV Xelpwva Tov 1946.

370



O xapaxTHpioTIKOG UnYavIoUos
10V TIHdaiov.

The characteristic mechanism of

the rudder.

lent condition. From the deck openings one may slip inside the fore
compartment where the two holes are found. The gaps are vertical
to the ships horizontal axis with a pile of coal lying near them, obvi-
ously remains of the fuel that the ship had used till her refit.

A monument has been raised on the coast of Syrna to remind
whoever comes to the remote island of the maritime tragedy that
occured here in the winter of 1946. Panoramic view of the wreck.

Havopapuxn &moyy Tov vavayiov.
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