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To MARS. (XvAdoyn M.
Lindenborn).

SS MARS. (M. Lindenborn
collection).
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MARS

Keipevo : Ilwpyog Kapérag - Apng MmidaAng

Y1 4 OePpovapiov 1924 €ywve n tomobétnon g TPOTI-
dag tov v’ aptBpdV 131 mAoiov ota vavmnyeia Machinebouwer
Scheepsbouw Maatschappij “Nieuwe Waterweg” oto Schiedam tng
OMavdiag. To poptnyd mhoio kabehkbotnke otig 20 OkTwPpiov
1925 Aappdavovtag To dvopa DELAMERE yla AOyaplaopo Tng ayyAt-
kG eTatpeiag Manchester Spanish Line Ltd., 8toxtnoiag H.-Watson
& Co., Manchester.

XapakTnploTika:

K.0.X.: 1.662

Awotdoelg: 81,60 x 11,93 x 4,95 .

Mnxavn: 1 tpikOAvSpn maktvdpopikn atpopnxavi, tmmodvvapng
207 NHP, kataokevng Twv vavmnyeiwv.

Tayotnra: 10 koppot

To 1926 to mhoio movAnOnke otnv oAavdikn etaipeia Koninklijke
Nederlandsche Stoomboot Maatschappij N.V. pe é6pa 1o Apotep-
VTap Kol LETOVOUAOTNKE 0 MARS. To @optnyo mhoio evtaxOnke oto
diktvo dpopoloyiwv TG eTatpeiag TOV, HETAPEPOVTAG EUTOPEVHATA
a6 v OMavdia Tpog TNV ApePIKAVIKT T)TTEPO KAl AVTICTPOQA.

H anwAeia Tov mAoiov

2116 29 Mdiov 1945 to MARS 0deve mpog 10 TEN0G Vg Ta&idion
and v péPefa mpog tnv Ildtpa, petagpépovtag éva goptio kav-
oipwv, Tetpélalo ovokevaoEVo oe Papélia. Metd tnv apailadn
Tov Akpwtnpiov IIdmmag KaL eV KOVTEVE Va GOVPOVTIWOEL, [LLL TPO-
Lep) €kpnén To ovykAOvIoe kaBwg Tpooékpovae oe vapkr). To MARS
BproxdTtav 3 vavtikd pikia fopeloduTikd TOL akpwTnpiov, oTa dpla
Tov Takov vapkomnediov Tov Apakov.
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SS MARS

By George Karelas & Aris Bilalis

On February 4, 1924 the keel of ship No. 131 was laid at the ship-
yard Machinebouwer Scheepsbouw Maatschappij ‘Nieuwe Water-
weg’ at Schiedam in the Netherlands. This cargo ship was launched
on October 20, 1925 under the name DELAMERE for the account of
the English company Manchester Spanish Line Ltd., owned by H.
Watson & Co. Manchester.

Specifications :

G.R.T.: 1,662

Dimensions: 81.60 x 11.93 x 4.95 m.

Machinery: 1 three-cylinder reciprocating steam engine of 207
NHP horsepower, built by the shipyard.

Speed: 10 knots

The ship was sold in 1926 to the Dutch company Koninklijke Ned-
erlandsche Stoomboot Maatschappij N.V. that was based in Amster-
dam and was renamed MARS. The cargo ship was integrated in the
company’s network of itineraries, carrying cargo from the Nether-
lands to the American continent and vice versa.

The loss of the ship

On May 29, 1945, MARS was moving towards the end of a voyage from
Preveza to Patras carrying a fuel cargo - petroleum in barrels. After the
crossing of Cape Pappas during nightfall, a terrible explosion shook her,
after she struck a mine. MARS was 3 nautical miles north-west of the
cape, at the limits of the old mine-field of Araxos.

Aristos Pitounis, an eye-witness, narrates the facts: “While return-

To MARS. (ZvAdoys M.
Lindenborn).

SS MARS. (M. Lindenborn
collection).
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H xataywpnon tov MARS 070

Lloyd’s Register.

SS MARS’ entry in Lloyd’s Register.

2Zxitoo Tov vavayiov.

Sketch of the shipwreck.
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O avtontng paptupag Apiotog ITitovvng e§lotopei Ta yeyovota:
«Emotpépape and to kabnueptvo pag yapepa otnv AAvkn, cvva-
vtrioape To Aoio mov eiye pdTa yia o Idvio. Mov ékavay evtinwon
TaL YPAHUATO TIOV gixe 0TO TIAGL, YU aUTO TIéPAca TO TTAOLO ylo TTOAe-
HKO... MeTd akobotnke n €kpnén kat dvnkav ot kamvoi miow and
tov [Tanmna. Tote covpovnwve... ONot pmkav TéAL oTa Kalkia Kot
TNy oW Yia va SLacwaovy TOVG VAUAyoUG...».

Méoa og Aiya Aentd To MARS TUAiXOnke 0Tig pAOyec. Ot vavteg
EVTPOUOL, £XOVTAG YVWOT) TNG EMKIVELVOTNTAG TOV POPTIOV, EMe-
oav ot BdAacoa. 210 KOvVTIVO Yapoxwpt Tng ANVKNAG ot yapdadeg,
TIOL HOAIG eiXaV EMOTPEYEL ATO TO YAPEHA TNG NUEPAG, UTTHKAY OTA
Kaikio Toug kat éomevoav yia Pordeta. Katdgepav va meptovAlé-
Eovv apketodg vavayovg, moAhoi and Tovg omoiovg eixav eykav-
HoTa, WOTOO00 TEVTE UEAT TOL TANpWHATOG £xacay Tn (wn Tovg. To
mAoio ovvéxloe va AEyeTat OAn TN voxTa Kat fubBiotnke TeAikd To
Enuépwpa g 30M¢ Maiov.

O Awoviotog Kvplakomovlog, katokog AAvkng, Bupdatat: «
Tote pévape oto Kovvovnéht dimha otn BdAacoa. AvokoAa xpo-
via... [eppévape anod tov matépa pov va QEpeL Kavéva YaplL 0To
oTiTL va @ape alAd emetdn) avtd dev cuvEPaive TAVTA, YAPEDALE e
Ta adé@La pov pe meCoPora kovtd oty akth. Huovv mold pikpdg
aAA& Bupapat kald ov gida to mMhoio otov opifovta, HTav peydho
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Mo a6 TIG &YKUPEG TOU MARS.

One of SS MARS’ anchors.

ing from our daily fishing at Alyki, we met the ship that was sailing
towards the Ionian Sea. I noticed the letters on her side, and I thought
it was a warship. Then the explosion was heard and there appeared
smoke behind Cape Pappas. It was about nightfall... Everyone got
into the boats and went back to save the castaways.”

Within a few minutes, MARS went up in flames. The frightened
seamen, being aware of the dangerous cargo, had jumped into the
sea. At the nearby fishing village of Alyki, the fishermen who had just
returned from the daily fishing, got in their boats and went to the
rescue of the seamen. They managed to pick up several castaways,
many of whom had burns, while five members of the crew died. The
ship kept burning all night long and finally sank at dawn of May 30.

Dionysios Kyriakopoulos, resident of Alyki, remembers: “At the time,

341



To fapédia Tov amotedovoay To
@opTio TOU MARS.

The barrels that were SS MARS’
cargo.

KapdPL... Yotepa akovoape tnv ékpnén. To mhoio €mace wTid Kat
HéxpL oL Tiyape ya vivo gAeyotav. To mpwi mov Eumviioape to
eldape akopa va kaiyetal, og Aiyo opwg fodhiate...».

To vavaylo ofjpepa

H opatdtnta otov xwpo tov vavayiov eivat e§atpetin kabwg mpo-
oeyyiCet Ta 50 pétpa. To mhoio and andotaon 10 uétpwv aivetat
olokAnpo- eivat fuBiopévo oe Babog 50 pétpwv kat n yépupd tov
Ppioketat ota 37 pétpa. Ta apumdpia eivat yepdata pe oidepévia Papé-
Ao, Ta omoia éxovv mia StaPpwel kat Tpumroet.

To MARS eivat Statnpnpévo oe e§atpeTikn katdotaon. Xtn deid
TAEVPA TNG TAwpNG StakpiveTtat ) Tpdma ov dnovpynaoe 1 Ekpnén

Ké&bBodog yiax To punyavoatdoto.

The way down to the engine room.
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we used to live at Kounoupeli, just by the sea. These were difficult times...
We were waiting for my father to bring some fresh fish to eat, but, as this
did not always happen, we used to fish with my brothers and sisters with
cast net by the shore. I was very young, but I remember well that I saw
the ship in the horizon, she was a big one... Then we heard the explosion.
The ship caught fire and she was burning until we went to bed. In the
morning, when we got up, we saw her still burning but soon she sank...”

The shipwreck today

Visibility in the shipwrecK’ area is excellent, as it extends to about 50
meters. The whole ship is visible from 10 meters away; she sank in 50
meters of water and its bridge is at about 37 meters deep. The ships holds
are full of iron barrels that are, today, corroded and bear holes.
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Egedpixn &ykvpa, 1 omoia
Bpioxerar ympootd and ny
VTTEPKATAOKEVT] TOV TTAOIOV.

The spare anchor, in front of the
ship’s superstructure.



Amoym Tov mpupvaeiov
KATOOTPWUATOG.

View of the stern deck.

H eedpixni mpoméda mapapéver
07O PVUVAIO KATAOTPWUA.

The spare propeller in its stowing
place on the stern deck.

and v mpookpovon ot vapkn. Kat ot §bo dykvpeg Tov mhoiov
Bpiokovtal otn B¢on Toug. To @ovydpo deomolel otn Béon Tov,
N YEéQupa eival emiong oe TOAD KAl Katdotaot. Zxedov anod T
YEQUPQ KAl UTPOOTA £wG TNV TAWPT), TO TAOIO eival TUALYpHEVO e
éva TePAOTLO SiYTL avepoTpATOG.

Epevvwvtag ta apmapia, KAADPUEVN antd éva TUKVO OTpWUA
Adomng mapapével 1 pedpikn Tpoméda Tov TAoOIOL.

v mipdpvn Seomodet £va kavove, amapaitnTo yia TV TpooTa-
oia Tov TAoiov katd TNV emoxr| Tov moAépov. To kavovt gixe Tomo-
BetnOei mdvw amod To miow kopod€aio Tov TAoiov kal akpPwg amod
KATW eVKOAA SLaKPIVOVTAL OL KAUTIIVEG TWV HEAWV TOV TTAN PWUATOG.

Ze ouvOnkeg kalng opatdTnTag eivat éva and ta kavrepa Sta-
Tnpnuéva vavaya tov Iatpaiko.
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To vpofi6ro TH¢ mpUuUvHG.

The cannon on the stern.

MARS remains in an exceptional condition. On the starboard side
of the ship’s bow one may discern the hole opened by the explosion
after she struck the mine. The chimney dominates in its place, while
the bridge is in very good condition as well. From the bridge to the
bow, the ship is wrapped in a huge dragnet.

Exploring the ship’s holds, the spare propeller remains covered
in a thick layer of mud.

One cannon dominates the stern; it was necessary for the ship’s
protection during the war. The cannon was placed on top of the
stern accommodation and exactly below it one can easily discern
the crew cabins.

Under circumstances of good visibility, this is one of the best pre-
served shipwrecks in the Gulf of Patras.

Aoy THS TIPUUVHG.

O)eg o1 viofpvyies pwToypapies
avikovy oto Apyeio Tov Ilwpyov
Kapéla.

View of the stern.
All photos of the wreck belong to
George Karelas.
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