H xafédkvon Tov BII BASIAISSA
OATA, 1 omoix éywe o1 2
Tovviov 1938 a7o Scotstoun trg
Taorwpyg.

The launch of RHNS VASILISSA
OLGA on June 2, 1938 at
Scotstoun, Glasgow.

BIT' BAXIAIXXA OATA

Thv 1n @ePpovapiov 1937 tomobetrBnie ota vavmmyeia Yarrow & Co.
o7o Scotstoun TG MAaokwPng, n Tpomda Tov EAANVIKOD avTITOpTIAKOD
BIT BAZIAIZZA OATA. Madi pe 10 a8eA@6 0kd@og BIT BAZIAEYY TEQP-
IOz eixav mapayyeAdet ano tny EAAnvikn Kuvpépvnon oe pia mpoomna-
Bewa evioxvong Tov Tolepkov oTdAov, 1 omtoia B oOhokAnpwvoTAY e
™ vavmynon aAAwv Vo avTItopmAIKOVY TOL (610v TOTIOL 0TOV ZKa-
papaykd?. To oxédio Twv mholwy frav pa eEEAEn Twv ayydkwv avt-

1. BIT: Baothiko IThoio

2. Ta 800 avtrropmhikd Ba ovopdlovtav BATIAEYS KONITANTINOE Kot BASIAIZZA
SO®IA Kat Bplokovtav oto atadio TG oxediaong, Otav 1 kfpvEn Tov TOAEHOL avé-
otethe T vavmiynor tovs. Optopéva mupoPodia mov eixav petagepBei mpwv Ty évapén
Twv exBponpatiwy, TomoBetOnkav oe eniyela mupoPoleia.
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RHNS' VASILISSA OLGA

On February 1, 1937, the keel of the Greek destroyer VASILISSA
OLGA was laid down at the shipyard of Yarrow & Co. in Scotchtoun,
Glasgow. The Greek Government had placed an order for her and
her sister ship VASILEFS GEORGIOS in order to reinforce the Greek
fleet, which was to be completed with the building of another two
destroyers of the same type at the shipyard of Skaramagas?. The ship’s
design was an evolution of the British G-class destroyers of 1933.
VASILISSA OLGA was launched on June 2, 1938, and was finished on
February 4, 1939. On February 11, 1939, the Greek flag was raised
on the ship and three days later RHNS VASILISSA OLGA left Glasgow
for Greece under the command of Captain M. Zarokostas. Fifteen
days later, on March 1, 1939, she arrived at the Greek naval base of
Salamis and received the pennant number D 15. It was there that she
was fitted with German-made armament (four 5-inch guns and four
37mm antiaircraft guns), because the Germans had refused to send
the armament to an English shipyard.

Specifications:

Displacement: 1,414 tons

Dimensions: 98 x 10.2 m., draught 2.6 m.

Machinery: Two sets of Parsons geared turbines, 34.000 HP.
Speed: 36 knots (maximum).

RHNS VASILISSA OLGA’s action begins before the entry of Greece in
the Second World War. On July 30, 1940, VASILISSA OLGA and her sis-

1. RHNS: Royal Hellenic Navy Ship

2. The two destroyers were going to be named RHNS VASILEFS CONSTANTINOS and RHNS
VASILISSA SOFIA, and they were at the designing stage when their construction stopped
due to the outbreak of the war. Some of the guns that had arrived at the shipyard before
the beginning of the hostilities were placed on shore batteries.

To BIT BASIAIZSZA OATA.

RHNS VASILISSA OLGA.
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To emiteAeio Tov BIT BASIAISTA
OATA. Opbiot antd aprotepd:

o AvBumomtdoiapyos K.BovAtoog,
o YmomAoiapyos H.IToMtéxkog,

o Mwtépyns A.ALeéavSpov, o
IM\wtépyns A.Aeovtémovio,

o Mwtépyns ©.Kaldkog, o
Yromoiapyog I Tpiuns kot o
AvBvromhoiapyos K. XpvodvOrg.
KaBioroi and aprotepd:

o0 Znuatopopog I'.Mwpdxrg,

0 ZNuato@popog

A Hamabiopavtomovdog, o
Znpatopdpog H.KodokvBig, o
Znpatopbpog I.Mopans kot o
Znpatopbpos A. TodArag.

The staff of RHNS VASILISSA OLGA.
Standing from left: Lieutenant K.
Voultsos, Lieutenant Commander
I Politakos, Commander D.
Alexandrou, Commander A.
Leondopoulos, Commander E.
Kazakos, Lieutenant Commander
I. Trimis and Lieutenant K.
Chrysanthis. Sitting from

the left: Sub-Lieutenant G.
Morakis, Sub-Lieutenant A.
Papadiamantopoulos, Sub-
Lieutenant I. Kolokythas, Sub-
Lieutenant G. Moralis and Sub-
Lieutenant D. Tsaltas.

TopmAikwv kKAdong G mov eiyav oxediaotel To 1933. To BIT ASIAIZSA
OATA kaBehkboTtnke oTig 2 Iovviov 1938 kat ot epyacieg KATAoKeLT)G TOV
oloxAnpwbnkav v 4n PePpovapiov 1939. Ztig 11 DePpovapiov 1939
VYOONKe 1 EANAVIKN ONoia Kot TPELG LEPEG aPYOTEPA TO BITBATIAIZTA
OATA agnoe t MaokwpPn pe mpoopiopod v EANGSa, pe KuPepvitn
Tov M. ZapokwoTta. AekamévTe npépeg petd, tnv 1n Maptiov 1939, 6a
KatamAeboel aTov vavotabuo tng Zalapivag éxovtag AddPet To Sakpl-
Tikd D 15. Ekei éyive ) TomoB€Tnon Tov yepUavIKnG KATAOKEVTG OTIAL-
opov (Téooepa TUPOPOAA TWV 5 VTOWV Kal TECOEPA AVTIAEPOTIOPIKA
Twv 37 XIANOOTWV), EPOCOV Ol KATAoKeLAOTEG Sev embupodoay va
LETAPEPOLY TOV OTIMOHO OTO Ay YAKO Vo yeio.

XapakTnploTika:

Tovou: 1.414

Alaotdoeig: 98 x 10,2 ., foBiopa 2,6 p.

Mnxavég: Avo Tovppmiveg immoddvaung 34.000 HP, kataokevr|g
Parsons.

Taxotnra: 36 kouPot (LEyloTn).

H 8pdon tov BII BAZIAIZZA OATA apyiet mptv akoun eoéABel 1
EM\d&da otov B’ Tlaykoopio IToAepo. 2116 30 Iovdiov 1940 to BII
BAZIAIZZA OATA padli pue To adeh@d tov mAoio, BII BAZIAEYE TEQP-
I'10z, Bpiokovtav aykvpoPoAnuéva otn Navmakto, dtav éyvav 0to-
X0G €VOG LTaAkov agpomAdvov mov épiée Téooepis POuPeg evavtiov
TOVG, Xwpig Opwg va ta metvxet. Ot Italoi Bewpovoav mpogavwg ot
oL anmpOKAnTeG avTEG emBéoelg evavtiov eANAnvikwv mhoiwy Oa éka-
untav v EAAnvikn Kupépvnon kat Ba épryvav 1o n6ikod tov Aaov.
216 15 AvyovoTtov 1940, petd TOV TOPTIAIGHO TOL KATASPOLKOD
EAAH oty Tijvo, To BII BASIAIZSA OATA kArOnke padi pe to BIT BASI-
AEYE TEQPTIOE va 6uvodevoel Ta emPatnyd oKAPn (e TOUG TPOOKUVN-
€6 ™G Meyaldxapng and v Trvo otov Iletpaud. Ztn Stadpoyr Tovg
npog v Tivo, ota avorytd e Fudpov, Ta dvo mhoia déxOnKav kot AL
v emibeon dvo ITAAKWY AEPOOKAPWY TaL OTIOIL KA TIAAL AGTOXNTALV.
Me v knpvén tov ToAépov otig 28 Oktwppiov 1940, To BII BAXI-
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ter ship RHNS VASILEFS GEORGIOS were anchored at Nafpactos when
an Italian airplane dropped four bombs against them, without find-
ing its target. Evidently the Italians thought that such unprovoked
attacks against Greek warships would demoralize the Greek Gov-
ernment and lower the Greeks’ fighting spirit.

On August 15, 1940, following the torpedoing of the cruiser ELLI
at Tinos, RHNS VASILISSA OLGA and RHNS VASILEFS GEORGIOS were
assigned to escort the passenger ships that carried the pilgrims of the
“Megalochari” from Tinos to Piraeus. On their way to Tinos, off the
shores of Gyaros Island, the two ships where attacked once more by
two Italian aircraft, which again, missed their target.

With the outbreak of hostilities, on October 28, 1940, RHNS
VASILISSA OLGA, under her Commanding Officer, Captain A. Leon-
topoulos, participates in naval operations, offensive patrols, risky
raids, escorting of convoys and in counter-enemy ship operations.
On 14-15 November 1940 RHNS VASILISSA OLGA and the destroy-
ers VASILEFS GEORGIOS, YDRA, PSARA and SPETSAI carried out a bold
but inconclusive offensive patrol that brought them south of Sas-
son Island, off the shores of Avlona®, Albania. After her return to
the Aegean, the destroyer escorted a series of convoys to and from
the Greek islands together with other navy units. On December 4,
1940, while escorting a convoy from Piraeus to the Dardanelles,
VASILISSA OLGA was rammed by the cargo ship FLORA NOMIKOU
during a mishandling incident. The warship sustained serious dam-
age in her forward section and had to go to Salamis Naval Station for
repairs, which were completed on December 24. The 1941 new year
eve finds VASILISSA OLGA escorting a convoy of five transport ships
from Piraeus to Chios and Mytilene. At 20:15, while the convoy had
just crossed the parallax of Mantili islet in southern Evia, the offic-
ers on VASILISSA OLGA’s bridge detected the wakes of two torpedoes
coming towards their ship from portside. The Commanding Officer

3. Valona.
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Ilivaxag Tov mhoiov Siex yelpog
Mavadn Hovyov. (Apyeio
K.Bwkrapidn).

Painting of the ship, by Manolis
Isihos. (K. Thoctarides archives).



To BIT BASIAIZZA OATA ye
XPWHATIOUO TTopaddayrs.

RHNS VASILISSA OLGA in dazzle
painting.

AIZTA OATA avanthooet vtovn molepkn Spaotnpotnta pe KuPepvitn
tov [Thoiapxo A. Aeovtomovlo. ITaipvel pEpog o emikivouveg moAequ-
KEG ETUXELPTOELG, O TIEPLTOAiEG, Katadpopukés e§68ovg, cuvodeieg vio-
TOUMWV AAAA Kat amooTOAEG TIPOSPOANG TwV exOpIkV TAOIWY. ZTig
14 - 15 Noeyuppiov 1940 to BIT BAZIAIZZA OATA podi e Ta avTitoprit-
Akd BASIAEYS TEQPITOS, YAPA, WAPA Kat STIETZAI ipaypatomoinoayv
Hia TTapATtoApn aAld dxapmrn embeTikn mepuToAia OV Ta £PePE VOTIA
NG VjooL ZAowY, 0T avolyTd TG AvAwvag tng AAPaviag. Meta tnv
EMOTPOPT} TOL 0TO Atyaio, TO AVTITOPTIAIKO CVLETELXE 0TI GLVOSEia
O€LPAG VIOTIOUTIV aTtd Kat TTPog Ta EAANVIKA vjotd. 2116 4 Aekepfpiov
1940 katd T ovvodeia pag viomounng amo tov [epaud mpog ta Aap-
davéla, To BIT BAZIAIZZA OATA Aoyw AaBog xelptopov epfoliotnke
anod 1o PopTyo mMAoio PAQPA NOMIKOY. To molepiko mhoio vméotn
EKTETAUEVEG {NIUEG 0TO TAWPALO TUMAWA TOV KAl XPELAOTNKE VAL HeTa-
Pei oTov vawotabuo Zalapivag yio emoKeVES, oL 0ToieG OAOKANP@WON-
Kav 011G 24 AekepPpiov. Tnv mapapovr| tng Ilpwtoxpoviag tov 1941, 1o
BITBAZIAIZZA OATA PpioKeTaL Vo GUVOOEVEL Lot VINOTIOUTT TIEVTE PETA-
ywykav ano tov Iepaid mpog tn Xio kau T Mutihvn. Ztig 20.15°
Kot eva 1) voropr eiye maparld&el T vnoida Mavtih ot Notia
Evpota, ot Afiwpatikol TnG yé@upag Tov BIT BAXIAIZIA OATA eVTOTL-
oav Ta ixvn ano Svo Topmileg oL KaTeLBVVOVTAV ATO APLOTEPA TTPOG
70 Mhoio Tovg. O KuPepviiTng TOL OKAPOLG TIPAYHLATOTIOIN0E ApETT TOV
KATAAANAo eAtypo, woTte oL Topmileg va mepacovy 20 - 50 pétpa apt-
0Tepa and 1o BIT BAZIAIZZA OATA. To avtitopmhiko ot ouvéxela Ste-
viipynoe piyn BopPwv BaBovg oty meploxn ar’ dmov ponAdav ot Top-
TiAeG, Ywpig OpwG va evTtomioel To exBpikod vtoBpiyLo.

216 4 Iavovapiov 1941 éhafe xwpa pio akopn emdpopn otnyv
Adplatikn e OKOTIO TNV «KATACTPOPT) eXOPIKWV eUMOPIKWYV KoL
noAepukwv mAoiwv Stamedvtwy o otevo Otpavtor. Kata tn Sap-
Kela TG emdpopng dev evromiotnkav exOpikd mhoia, omoTe To BII
BAZIAIZEA OATA paCi pe ta BAZIAEYZ ITEQPITOZ, WAPA, XITIETZAI Kl
KOYNTOYPIQTHE Poupdpdioav ttalikég 0éoeig ota aAPavikd mapd-
Ala, 07O VOTIO PEPOG TOL KOATIOL TOoL AvAwva. 2116 29 Iavovapiov
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A6 apiotepd 0 Znuatopdpog
Aedaypappdrinag, o
Yromoiapyos IpnyopdmovAog kou
o AvBumromdoiapyos AavinA eni
THS YEQUPAG ToV BII BASIAIZZA
OATA.

From left: Ensign Delagramatikas,
Lieutenant Commander
Grigoropoulos and Lieutenant
Daniel on the bridge of RHNS
VASILISSA OLGA.

immediately maneuvered and the torpedoes passed 20-50 meters
clear to port. Then the destroyer dropped depth bombs in the area
where the torpedoes had come from, but failed to locate the enemy
submarine.

On January 4, 1941, another raid took place in the Adriatic, with
the objective to “destroy the enemy merchant and naval shipping
crossing the Otranto Straits”. No enemy ships were found during
the raid, so VASILISSA OLGA and the destroyers VASILEFS GEORGIOS,
PSARA, SPETSAI and KOUNTOURIOTIS bombed Italian positions on
the Albanian coasts, South of Avlona. On January 29, VASILISSA
OLGA was sailing between Skiathos and northern Evia escorting a
convoy, when she was attacked by an Italian submarine. The two tor-
pedoes missed and passed 300 meters astern of the destroyer.

The destroyer continues her action, and on March 3, 1941,
together with VASILEFS GEORGIOS they carry the gold and exchange
of the National Bank of Greece to Crete. After the German invasion,
it was RHNS VASILISSA OLGA that was chosen to evacuate the Greek
Government to Crete.

On April 24, VASILISSA OLGA sails from Souda to Alexandria. Fol-
lowing a period of inactivity, on June 2, the ship starts escorting con-
voys to nearby ports. On June 14, I. Vlahopoulos becomes the ship’s
new Commanding Officer.

In October 1941, VASILISSA OLGA was sent to Calcutta, India for
repair and modernization. One of the two 21-inch torpedo tubes
was removed and her antiaircraft guns were replaced by one 3-inch,
and six 20mm guns. In addition, she was fitted with the ASDIC 128
(Allied Submarine Detection Investigation Committee) antisubma-
rine device, which was necessary for detecting submerged enemy
submarines.

On January 15, VASILISSA OLGA left Calcutta for Colombo, Cey-
lon where she remained to participate in antisubmarine patrols and
convoy escorts up until the 8th of February, when she set course for
the Mediterranean.
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To ayyhixé avTiTopmidikd PETARD
pupovAkei To 1tadikd vmofpiyio
UARSCIEK IOV QUyHaAdTIOE O€
ovvepyaoia pe To BII BASIAIZSA
OATA. Awaxpivetou n padawida
10V eAANVIKOU TTAOIOV, 1 OTolOL
neprovvédele Iradois vavayovs.

The British destroyer PETARD fows
the Italian sub UARSCIEK which
was captured in cooperation with
RHNS VASILISSA OLGA. We may see
the Greek ship’s boat that collected
the Italian castaways.
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Katd tn Sidpkela CLVOOELAG ULAG VIOTIOUTNG, KAl €V TO BIT BASI-
AIZZA OATA €mhee petafd ZkiaBov kau Bopetag Evpotag, to mhoio Oa
yivet kat éAt 6TOX0G tTakikoD vrtoPpuyiov. Ot dvo Topmileg Opws Ha
aoToxnoovv mepvwvtag 300 péTpa mpopvnBev Tov avTitopmAIKoL.

To avtitopmAiko ovveyiCel adidkora t dpaorn tov kat 01§ 3 Map-
Tiov 1941 padi pe To BAZIAEYX TEQPTIOX petagépovy Ta anofépata xpu-
00V kot cuvalhaypatog g Tpdmeag g EAGdog otnv Kprrn. Kau
1Ty TTAAL TO BIT BASIAISSA OATA Tiov emuhéxOnke yio Tn petoivnon Trg
EMnvicng KvBépvnong otn Meyoddvnoo petda Tn yeppavikr eloPoAr.

211G 24 Ampihiov To BII BASIAIZZA OATA Oa amomAevoel amo T
Zo0da pe mpooplopd v Ahe&dvSpeta. Metd amno éva Staotnua
adpavelag, To mhoio Ba avadBet amo Tig 2 Iovviov ouvodeieg vio-
TOUTWV TTPOG Ta YOpw Atpavia. Ztig 14 Iovviov KvPepvritng tov ava-
AapPavet o IThoiapyog I.BAaydmovAog.

Tov Oktwpplo Tov 1941 to BII BAZIAIZSA OATA 0TAAONKE OTNY
Kahkovta tng Ivdiag, mpoxepévov va yivouvv ot amapaitnteg emt-
okevég kat BeAtiwoelg. Exel Ba tov agatpedei o évag and tovg o
TopTAOOWANVEG TwV 21 VIOV Tov £@epe, evw Ba avtikataotabody
TA AVTIAEPOTIOPLKA TOV A0 €va TwV 3 vTowv kot €&t Twv 20 xthto-
otwv. Eniong Oa tomoBetnOei n avBumoPpuytaxn ovokevry ASDIC 128
(Allied Submarine Detection Investigation Committee) ov fjtav ana-
paUTNTI Yl TOV EVTOTIOUO TwV £V katadvoel exOpikav vroPpuyiwv.

2116 15 Iavovapiov To BITBAZIAIZZA OATA avaywpnoe amod tnv Kak-
KoUTa Kat peTéPn oto Koloumo tng KebAdavng, dmov mapépetve yio va
ovvdpaypet Tig avBumoBpuxlakég meptmolieg kat cLVodeieg VOTOUTWY
péxpt Tig 8 dePpovapiov, omdte kou Ba Pédel poTa yra T Meadyeto.

Me v emotpogr) Tov oty AleEavdpeia, otig 22 DePpovapiov 1942,
To BII BASIAIZSA OATA evtaooeTal 0Tov 140 BpeTavikd 0TOAIOKO avTi-
Toprhikwv Aappavovtag to dakprtikd H 84. Xvppetéxel otn ovvo-
eia viomounav mtpog to Topmpoik, ot omoieg xapaktnpillovtat ToTe wg
«mopeieg Bavatovr Aoyw Twv avnlewv embéoewy mov déxovtav and yep-
Havikd vrtoBpiyta kat agpookaer. Tov Iavovaplo Tov 1942 kabrkovta
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MéAn Tov mAnpdpaTos
pwroypapilovrar ue Svo oPides.

Photograph of crew members and
two bombshells.

Upon her return to Alexandria, on February 22, 1942, VASILISSA
OLGA joined the 14th British destroyer flotilla and was assigned the
pennant number H 84. She participated in the escort of convoys to
Tobruk, the so-called “route of death” due to the ruthless attacks
from the German submarines and aircraft. In January 1942, Lieu-
tenant Commander D. Alexandrou assumed command. On May 3,
while the ship was taking part in another convoy to Tobruk, she ran
aground in shallow waters and damaged her propellers and shafts.
The ship returned to Alexandria to undergo repairs. The repair crew
worked on the ship with self-sacrifice in the midst of bombings and
under fear of Alexandria falling to Rommel’s forces. On June 30,
VASILISSA OLGA was towed by the Corvette SACHTOURIS to Port Said,
and then to Port Tewfik where the repairs were completed in Octo-
ber. In the meantime, the ship’s grounding was the reason for the
Commanding Officer’s replacement by the 37-year old Lieutenant
Commander Georges Blessas. It was under his command that RHNS
VASILISSA OLGA made history.

After seven months of inactivity, RHNS VASILISSA OLGA resumed
convoy escorts in the north Indian Ocean and then returned to the
Eastern Mediterranean. On November 12, 1942, together with the
British destroyer PETARD (G 56) RHNS VASILISSA OLGA captured
the Italian submarine UARSCIEK?, near Benghazi in Libya. The two
destroyers launched three attacks against the Italian submarine. The
last one was carried out by the Greek destroyer and gave the final
blow to UARSCIEK, which was forced to surface. After capturing the
Italian submarine, PETARD started towing it. The Commanding
Officer of the British destroyer, Commander M. Thornton, wanted
to take the captured submarine to Malta in triumph. In the mean-
time, RHNS VASILISSA OLGA continuously executed antisubmarine
patrol around the PETARD and the towed submarine. But the Brit-

4. Builtin 1937 at Cantieri Tosi, Taranto and belonging to the ADUA class. She was the
last of the 20 Italian submarines that was lost in the Mediterranean in 1942.
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?; Hberimsl Koyessber, 1941.] CONFIDENTIAL
REPORT OF ATTACK BY ENEMY AIRCRAFT. 127
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Zhpa Tov ayyhikod Navapyeiou,
T0 010i0 TIEPIYPAPEL it
QVETUTUYY aepoTtopikt] emifeoy

EVavTioV TOV BII BASIAIZSZA OATA
ot 5 Maptiov 1943.

British Admiralty signal describing
an unsuccessful aircraft attack
against RHNS VASILISSA OLGA on
March 5, 1943.

KuBepviitn Ba avahdBet o I wtapyng A. Ae&avpov. Ztig 3 Maiov, kat
£VW TO TAOIO GULHLETELE OF€ Lot akOpn viomopnt) ipog to Topmpovk, mpo-
odpate oe afadn pe anotéAeopa va vooTel (g 0TouG ENKEG KAt TOUG
&&oveg. To hoio o8mynOnke miow otnv AAe§dvdpeta dmov mapépietve LT
emokevr). To mAfpwpa Ba ipoxwproet pe avtobuoia oTn peptkn) emokewr
Tov Thoiov eV puéow PopPapSlopy kot vtd To POPo TG EMIKEILEVNG TTTO-
ong g Ahe§avdpetag otig Suvaytelg Tov Pope. To BITBASIAIZZA OATA
oG 30 Iovviov Ba pupovAknBel and Tnv kopPéta TAXTOYPHE oto Port
Said ka1 0T ouvéxela oto Port Tewfik, omov Tov Oxtwpplo Ba oupmAn-
pwBolv o1 emokevés. Zto peta&d, n mpoodpa&n Tov mAoiov oTddnke
agoppn ya Ty avtikardotaor) tov Kuepvrtn and tov 37xpovo IThw-
tapyxn fewpylo Mmiéooa. Me avtov tov KuPepvritn to BIT BAZIAIZZA
OATA Ba ypanyer Ta xpovia o Oa axolovBroovy o armd Tig o Xpuoeg
0€Nideg TNG VAVTIKAG Hag LoTopiag.

Meté ano ampatio entd unvawy, To BIT BAZIAIZEA OATA Oa cuveyi-
0€L Vo GUVOOEVEL VIOTIOUTIEG, apXIKd oTOoV Bopeto Ivikd kat otn ouvé-
xeta Oa emotpéyet oty Avatohikr Meoodyeto. Ztig 12 NogpPpiov 1942
padi pe to ayyAwo avtitopmAkd PETARD (G 56) atxuaA@Tioe To tta-
A6 vtoPpuxto UARSCIEK?, kovta ot Beyyddn te Apong. Eywvav tpeig
emB€0eLg ot To PETARD Kkat TO BII BAZIAIZEA OATA KOTA TOL ITAAKOV
vmoPpuxiov. H tedevtaia and to eAANviko avTitopmiiko £0woe kat TN
xaptotikr} foAr) 6To UARSCIEK, TO OTIOIO avayKAOTNKe Vo avadubei.
Metd v aypad@Tion Tov Itaikod vtoBpuxiov, ApxLoe 1) pLHODAKNOT)
Tov amn6 To PETARD. O KvBepvrtng Tov ayyAkoD avtitopmihikov, Avti-
mholapxog M.Thornton, j0ehe va odnyroet Oprapfevtica To aypodwTt-
opévo vroPpuxto otn MdAta. TTapdAAnAa to BITBASIAIZEA OATA eKTe-
Aovoe ovvexr avBumoPpuxtakn meptmolia yopw amd To PETARD kot TO
pupovAknuévo vroBpiyto. H andgaon opwg tov Ayylov KuPepvritn
va avgnoet Ty TaybTnTe pLHOVAKNONG 0TAONKe potpaia. H oteyavn
TOPTA TOL TIPLpVALOL Staptepiopatog avole, To LVIoPpuXLo dpXLoE Vot
yepiCetBalaoovo vepo kau Aiyo apydtepa xabnke yia mévta o podpn
apvooo. Etot ta §0o mhoia dev Katdpepav va Hovy To Advt Tng
Matag padi pe to vroPpuxto. O AvBvmomhoiapyog E.AavinA apyo-
TEPQL AVEPEPE OXETIKA «1] PeYAAN emTvxia TG fvbiong avtob Tov vmo-
Bpuxiov dev fTav HOVO OTL KATAOTPAPNKE o eXOPIKT povdda aAAd
OTL KaTapépaple va GLANEEOVE TOVG KPLTITOYPAPIKODG KWSLKEG TOV
exOp1kod vToBPLYioV, KATL TTOV SLEVKOAUVE TO CUUUAXIKO OTPATIYELO.

H 8pdon Tov BIT BASIAIZSZA OATA amotéAeoe avTikeipevo Bavpa-
OOV yla TIG GVUHaxLkég Suvapels. Movo to 1942, To eAAnviko avtt-
TopTAIKO eixe Stavioel 27.764 pikia oe 1.590 dpeg ev mMAw.

2116 18 Iavovapiov 1943 1o BII BASIAIZSA OATA BvOioe ota avol-
XTa TG ApOng, o€ cuvepyacia pe oy yAtkd avTITOpTIALKE, TO ITANKO
eEomAiopévo alievtikd STROMBOLI (475 TOVWV) TETLXAIVOVTOG TOV
0TdX0 He TNV TIPWTH KLOAag opoPpovtia. X1 ovvéxela Ba akolov-
Oroovv oetpa amod ocvvodeieg vomopnwy kabwg kot embeTikég mept-
TIOALEG, [Le TTOXO Vo VTOTILOTOVV Vijomopnég Tov Afova. Tnv 1n Iov-

3. Navmnyn6nke to 1937 oto Cantieri Tosi Tov Tdpavta kat avijke otnyv kAaon ADUA.

‘Hrav 1o tehevtaio and ta 20 ttaitkd vioPpvyta mov xabnkav otn Meooyeto to 1942.
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NaTe¢ Tov BII BAXIAISZA OATA
no{&povv oty mAdpn Tov mAoiov.

RHNS VASILISSA OLGA seamen at
the bow.

ish Commander’s decision to increase the towing speed was fatal.
The watertight door of the aft compartment opened, the submarine
started to take in water and a short time later was forever lost to the
black abyss. So the two ships did not manage to enter in the port
of Malta with the submarine. Lieutenant E. Daniel reported some
time later that “the great success in sinking that sub was not that an
enemy unit had destroyed; it was that we managed to get the cryp-
tographic codes of the enemy submarine, which helped the Allied
High Command”.

The Allied forces acknowledged and admired RHNS VASILISSA
OLGA’saction. Only in 1942, the Greek destroyer had covered 27,764
miles in 1,590 hours.

On January 18, 1943, while working with British destroyers off the
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Ieppavikn aepopwroypagpia

7oV APl amd aepookipog,

10 0710i0 TIETOVOE O€ UEYAAVTEPO
uépog amnd To emmiOépeva Ju-88.
Ameioviler T Sebtepn yepuaviki
emifeon oto Aakki, 6,5 wpeg UeTd
7 fU60ion TOV BIT BASIAISZA OATA.
2710 K&Tw PEPOG THG PWTOYPAPLAG
éyer emonuavOei 1o ayyMixo
avTiTopmMo INTREPID T0 0710i0
ATV 0TOYO0G QUTHG THG eMiOETHC.
(Apyeio Iewpyiov ABavioava).

German aerial photograph taken
by an aircraft flying above the
attacking Ju-88. It shows the
second German attack at Lakki,
six and a half hours after the
sinking of RHNS VASILISSA OLGA. At
the bottom of the photo the English
destroyer INTREPID has been
marked, being the target of that
attack. (Georgios Athanasainas
archives).
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viov g idtag xpovidg oe cuvepyaoia pe To PPETAVIKO AVTITOPTIAIKO
JERVIS (G 00), To BIT BAZIAIZZA OATA Oa mAgboeL 0TIG AKTEG TNG Aval-
ToAkng KaaPpiag ya va evTomicovv pia ITaAIKT) VIOTOUTT. XT1)
Bpadivr vavpayia mov akodovbnoe, Ta cuppaxika mAoia fubioav Tnv
(TaAkr) TopmAdkato CASTORE! (790 TOVWY) Kat TpoKAAesav {nuég
OTa HETAyWYIKA POSTUMIA® (595 grt) kat VRAGNIZZA® (1.592 grt), Ta
omoia Opwe anépuyav T Pvdion. To BIT BASIAISZA OATA GUpETELXE
ot 10 Tovviov otn ovppaxkn eniBeon katd tng vijoov Pantellaria
omnov PopPapdioe ttalikég Béoeic. To emopevo StdoTnpa To EAANVIKO
avVTITOPTIALKO LTIOOTHPLEE TIG ETUKELPTOELG KATA TNV andPact 0T
Zikehio kot SlapevyovTag i oelpd agpomoptkv embéoewv képdioe
and Tovg AyyAovg ToV TITAO TOV «TLXEPOV TTAOIOLY.

'Hrav 1o povadikd eAAnvikd mhoio mov cvppeteixe Tov Zentéppplo
Tov 1943 otnVy Mapddoot Tol Kupiwg HEPOVG TOV ITAAKOD GTOAOY,
pHeta T ovvOnkoloynon g IraAiag. Tnv opdda twv mAoiwy, Ta omoia

4. Nowmnynfnke to 1937 ota C.N.R. tng Avykovag kat avike otnyv khaon SPICA.

'Hrav efomhiopévo pe 3 mopoPora twv 100 xtAooTwv, 8 avTtiaepomopikd kat 4 top-

mhoowAnveg. Eixe avaldPet dpdon katd tnv amotuxnuévn ovppayikn anépact oto
Topmpolk Tov ZemtéuBplo Tov 1942.

5. ®optnyo mhoio mov vavmnynOnke to 1920 ota Ateliers & Chantiers de la Loire
G COETLOGON yta yaAikn etatpeia. Tov XentépPpro tov 1943 Bubiotnke and tovg
vnoxwpovvteg Feppavodg oty Namohn. Avehkvotnke kot petanolepikd nepnAbe oe
Itahovg epomAiotég ald{ovTag apketd ovopata. Atakvbnke to 1979.

6. PopTnyo mhoio mov vavrnynOnke to 1918 ota Dublin Dockyard wg BRIXTON yta
Aoyaplaopd ayyAkng etaupeiag. To 1932 1o ayopacay [lovykoohdpot kat To HETOVO-
paoav og VRANJIC. KataoxéOnke 1o 1941 and tig Itakikég Apyéc. Eneotpagn otovg
TovykooldBovg o 1951 kat StakvBnke to 1960.
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H mAapn tov mhoiov,
devtepodemta mpiv yabei opioTikd
ot vepd 15 Aépou.

The ship’s bow, seconds before she
vanished forever in the waters of
Leros.

coast of Libya, RHNS VASILISSA OLGA sank the Italian armed trawler
STROMBOLI (475 tons), scoring a hit with the first salvo. Then fol-
lowed a series of convoy escorts and offensive patrols in order to trace
the Axis’ convoys. On the first of June that year, in cooperation with
British destroyer JERVIS (G 00), RHNS VASILISSA OLGA sailed to the
eastern coast of Calabria to locate an Italian convoy. During the night
battle that ensued, the Allied ships sank the Italian torpedo boat CAS-
TORE’® (790 tons) and damaged the transport ships POSTUMIA® (595
grt) and VRAGNIZZA (1,592 grt), which escaped sinking. On June 10,
VASILISSA OLGA participated in the Allied attack against the island of
Pantellaria, where she bombed Italian positions. In the period that
followed, the Greek destroyer supported the operations during the
Sicily landings, and escaped a series of air attacks which made the
English nickname her “the lucky ship”

She was the only Greek ship that participated in the surrender
of the main part of the Italian fleet in September of 1943, after Ita-
ly’s surrender. The group of ships that escorted the Italian fleet into
Malta consisted of battleships WARSPITE and VALIANT and destroy-
ers FAULKNOR, FURY, ECHO, INTREPID, RAIDER, TERRIBLE and RHNS
VASILISSA OLGA. Her participation was an honor both to the legend-
ary destroyer herself and to the Greek Navy as a whole. The Allied
ships would meet the Italian fleet on September 10, 20 miles north

5. Built in 1937 at C.N.R., Ancona, and belonging to the SPICA class. Equipped with
3 100mm guns, 8 antiaircraft guns and 4 torpedo tubes. She saw action during the
unsuccessful Allied landing at Tobruk in September 1942.

6. Cargo ship built in 1920 by Ateliers & Chantiers de la Loire as COETLOGON for a French
company. In September 1943 the retreating Germans scuttled her at Napoli. She was
salvaged and after the war passed to Italian ship-owners and changed several names.
She was scrapped in 1979.

7. Cargo ship built in 1918 at Dublin Dockyard as BRIXTON for an English company.
In 1932 she was bought by Yugoslavs and was given the name VRANJIC. The Italian
authorities seized her in 1941. She was returned to Yugoslavia in 1951 and was
scrapped in 1960.
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To pAeyduevo meTpédaio améperve
va Seiyver To onueio fuBiong Tov
mAoiov.

The burning oil remained at the
point where the ship sank.

avélapav va ouvodeboovv Tov ITakiko atoho ot MaAta, amoteAod-
oav Ta Owpnktd WARSPITE kat VALIANT, Ta avTitopmiAikd FAULKNOR,
FURY, ECHO, INTREPID, RAIDER, TERRIBLE Kal T0 BII BAZIAIZXA OATA.
H ovpupetoxr Tov BII BAZIAIZSA OATA HTav ISIUTEPWG TIHNTIKE TOCO
yta 1o OpLAKO avTITOpTIALKO Hag, 600 Kat yia To EAAnviko ITohepuko
Navtikd. Ta ovppoxika mhoia Ba cuvavtodoay Tov ITaAtkd 6TOAO OTIG
10 ZentepPpiov, 20 pilia fopeta amod to akpwtipto Bon. X116 6.50°
@avnKav 0Tov opilovta entd peydla Takkd TAOl KAt APKETA AV TL-
TOPTUALKA. ZTOV L0TO TWV ITAAKWY TTAOIWY TALV EMNPUEVOG O «UAVPOG
emoeiwv», onpa mov dnAwve Ty mapadoor Tov otoAov. O KuPepvn-
™G Kat To TARPwHa Tov OATA 070 Béapa avtd Eviwoav Tn peyald-
Tepn vmepn@avela kat tn Suvatdtepn ovykivion. «To mhoio pog emt-
AéxOnie Tiung évekey, Bupdtat o E. Aavinh, va ovppetaoyet otov ovp-
HOXIKO 0TONO, 0TOV 0TI0I0 EMPOKELTO Va Ttapadobei o (TaAtkdg 0TOAOG
votiwg NG Zapdnviag. Me ddkpua xapdg eidape TOTE TOVG ITadovg
va VTTOOTEAAOLV TIG ONpaieg TOVG Kat va mapadidovtal oTa ovppa-
Xtkd hoia, Tov avtimpoowmnevay To Bpetavikd kot 1o EMnvikd Naw-
TIKO ™ 0L SVO OTONOL, TTOL LOVAXOL TOVG KPATN OV AVOLXTOVG TOVG Spo-
Hovg 0T Meodyeto. I avTr) TV wpa eiXAE AYWVIOTEL TOGOV KALPO».

Metd 1 ovvOnkoAdynon g Italiag dpxioav ot emiyelprioelg ota
Awdekdvnoa. Me kabe tpomo émpere va amotvxovy ot Leppavoi va avti-
KaTaoTroovy Toug Irakovg, oLomoiol eiyav ma ouvOnKkoloyroeL. Ze fua
TETOLOL ATOOTOAT) CUUETEIXE TO BITBAZIAIZEA OATA podi pe Ta ayyAkd
avTitoprihika FAULKNOR (H 62) kat ECLIPSE (H 08). 2tig 17 Xemntep-
Bpiov 1943 evtomoav KOVTA 0TV AGTUTAAQLA (LA YEPHAVIKT] VI|OTIO-
LLTTF) TIOL amoTeNEiTo amd Ta petaywyikd PLUTO? (1.156 grt) kau PAULA®
(4.442 Tovwv) ovvodevopeva and To yeppaviko moAepukod UJ-2104. Ot
Teppavoi mpoomabnoay va amo@ihyovv TNy avapé Tpnon xwpic Opuws va
Ta katagépovv. O E. Aavig\ Buparac:

[...To éva amo Ta ouvodevopeva mhoia to avatvalape. To cuvodo

7. To PLUTO eiye vavmnynOei to 1905 oto Mij. Fyenoord tov Potepvtap yia tnv oAAav-
Sy etaupeia Koninklijke Nederlandsche Stoomboot Mij. Tov Iobvio tov 1940 eyk\w-
Biotnke oto Oran, To omoio eheyxotav and tovg IahAovg Tov Vichy kou katehrpdn ano
autovg Tov Ampilio Tov 1941. Tov Iavovdpto Tov 1942 mépace oe yepuavikd EAeyxo.
8. To PAULA eixe vavmmynOei o 1921 oto Smiths’ Dock Co. tov South Shileds otnv
AyyAia wg PL.M. 12, yia t yadhikr etaupeia Soc. Nationale d’Affrétements. KateAn-
¢On and tovg Leppavois Tov Noépppio tov 1942 kou aAake dvopa.
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H othAy kamvot and to
neTpédaio Tov BII BASIAISSA

OATA keu 10 HuiPvOiopévo itahixd
MAS-554.

The smoke pillar from RHNS
VASILISSA OLGA’s burning oil and
the half-sunk Italian MAS-554.

of the Bon Cape. At 06:50, seven large Italian ships appeared on the
horizon, followed by several destroyers. The “black flag” was raised
on the masts of the Italian ships, a sign that declared the fleet’s sur-
render. At this sight, the Captain and crew of RHNS VASILISSA OLGA
felt the strongest pride and emotion. “Our ship was chosen as an
honour- remembers E. Daniel- to participate in the Allied Fleet to
whom the Italians were to surrender south of Sardinia. With tears of
joy, we saw the Italians lower their flags and surrender to the allied
ships that were represented by the British and Greek Navy, the two
fleets that had kept the sea lines of communication in the Mediterra-
nean open. It was the moment we had been fighting for, all along..”.

Following Italy’s surrender, the Dodecanese operations began. The
Germans had to be stopped from replacing the surrendered Italians.
RHNS VASILISSA OLGA participated in one of these missions, together
with British destroyers FAULKNOR (H 62) and ECLIPSE (H 08). On
September 17, 1943, they detected a German convoy near Astypalaia
that comprised the transport ships PLUTO® (1.156 grt) and PAULA’
(4.442 tons) accompanied by the German warship UJ-2104. The Ger-
mans tried to avoid the encounter, but failed. E. Daniel remembers:

“We blew up one of the escorted ships. We destroyed the escort'?,
left the other transport burning and turned to the south at full speed.
Sometime after that, and from afar, we saw a huge blaze, sign that
this enemy ship had been blown up too”

8. PLUTO was built in 1905 at Rotterdam’s Mij. Fyenoord for the Dutch company
Koninklijke Nederlandsche Stoomboot Mij. In June 1940 she was detained in Oran
by the French Authorities of Vichy and formally seized in April 1941. She was taken
over by the Germans in January 1942.

9. PAULA was built in 1921 at Smiths’ Dock Co., South Shileds, England as P.L.M. 12
for the French company Soc. Nationale dAffrétements. She was seized by the Germans
in November of 1942 and renamed.

10. UJ-2104, ex-whaler DARVIK, was salvaged by the Germans from the port of Souda
where her British crew had scuttled her. After the attack of the Allied destroyers,
UJ-2104 arrived at Astypalaia with serious damage and was abandoned at the isle
Glino, where she foundered during a storm.
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To ofjua e 10 omoio
yvwortomoiOnxe y fvbioy Tov
avTiTopmIMKOD.

The signal that reported the loss of
the destroyer.
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IpwtékoAro mapddoons
Vavaynu&Twy Tov BII BASIAIZSA
OATA, MépTi06 1955.

RHNS VASILISSA OLGA shipwreck
delivery protocol, March 1955.

20,000 / "Ox. 13). e
NAYTIKON IHMA

TAoio TO KataoTpéYape’. AQroape To AANO HETAYWYIKO Va KalyeTal
Kat pe peydAn taxdtnta mhpape katebBvvon mpog Noto. Enetta anod
WPa Kal 0€ ApKETA HeYAAN amooTaot, eidape pia TepAoTIo APy
7oL onpatve 0TL To £XOpiko mhoio eixe kat avTO avatvayDei...]

Méoa og AMiyn wpa 1 yeppavikn viomopnr eixe kataotpagei Kat
800 Ieppavol avti va avtikataotiioovv Tovg Itakovg otn Podo, Bpé-
Onkav otn Bdkacoa.

Tpeig uépeg peta ) Pobion e exBpikng vnomounrg otny Aotv-
méAata, To BIT BAZIAIZTA OATA EavaBpédnie ota Awdekdvnoa peta-
PEPOVTAG OTPATO, AVTIAEPOTIOPLKA TAXVBOAA, LOTOOIKAETES, TPOPLHLA
Ko Tupopayikd ot Aépo. Hrav n mpwtn @opd petd amod dvopuorn xpo-
Via TTov To TAfpwia Tov BII BAZIAIZTA OATA avtikpile Eavd eAAn-
VKo vnot.

Eneidn 1o vnot vniépepe and Aetyudpia, o Ayyrog Nawtikdg Alokn-
ThG eiye (ot and Ta avTtopmhikd vo SOGOVY 660 OGO VEPO UTo-
pOVOAY YIaL TIG AvAYKeG TNG BpeTaviknig SvapNG Kat TG LTAAKNG pov-
pdg. Etot, SimAa 0to BIT BASIAIZZA OATA TAeDpLOE [iat (TAALKT VEpO-
@oOpa kau apytoe va mapakapBdvet vepo. Tnv wpa ekeivn kdmolot amo
TOUG AVTPEG TOL AVTITOPTILALKOD EMAEVAY TO KATAOTPWHA TOV TTAOLOV.
BAémovtag tnv ttakikn onpaia va kopatiCet 6Tov 10To TG vOPoPoOpag
Sev dvtefav kat Eagvikd n pdvika ov mheve To TAOIO CTPAPNKE TIPOG
TV traikn) onaio. Avto OewprOnie peydn tpooPoln. Mepixkoi pava-
TIKOi PaoioTeg pdhiota, aneitknoav ot Ba avoi§ovv mup evavtiov Tov
BITBAZIAIZSA OATA pe Ta opoBoAa twv yvupw Aogwv. Tehikd o MmAéo-
006 1€ EENYNOELS Ko WUXPALLio KATAPEPE VOL TPEUNTEL Tt TIVEDHATAL.

H anwAeia Tov mAoiov

To endpevo ta&idt Opwg Tov EAAnvikoL avtitopmhikov ot Aépo Ba
eivat kat To Televtaio Tov BpvAikod mhoiov. Eva ta&idt ov dpyioe otig
8.45" NG 251G ZemtepPpiov, 6Tav To BII BAZIAIZZA OATA anénmAevoe
an6 v Ale€avdpeta padi pe To ayyAkd avtitopmAikd INTREPID

9. To UJ-2104, npwnv gatatvodnpikd DARVIK, aveAkvotnke and Tovg [eppavoig and
70 AMipavt g Zovdag omov eixe avtoPfubioTei and to ayyAiko mAnpwd Tov. Metd tnv
enifeon Twv ovppaxkwy avtitopmhkdy, To UJ-2104 katémhevae pe coPapés {npiég
oty Aotundhata kat eykataleipdnke otn vnoida TAvo, 6mov napacvpbnke otov
BuB6 katd tn Sdpxeta pag Bverag.
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Within a few hours, the German convoy had been destroyed and
800 Germans were in the sea instead of replacing the Italians at Rhodes.

Three days after the sinking of the enemy convoy at Astypalaia,
RHNS VASILISSA OLGA went to the Dodecanese once more to trans-
port army, antiaircraft high rate-of-fire weapons, motorcycles, food
and ammunition to Leros. It was the first time after two and a half
years that the crew of RHNS VASILISSA OLGA were setting their eyes
upon a Greek island again.

Since there was lack of water on the island, the British Navy com-
mander had asked the destroyers to give all the potable water they
could, for the needs of the British force and the Italian guard. An
Italian water barge came alongside VASILISSA OLGA and started fill-
ing water. At that time, some of the destroyer’s men were washing
the ship’s deck. When they saw the Italian flag waving on the water
barge’s mast, they couldn’t take it and turned the rubber hose on the
Italian flag. The Italians regarded it as a big insult. Some fascist fanat-
ics threatened to open fire against VASILISSA OLGA using the machine
guns on the surrounding hills. In the end, Blessas managed to calm
them all down...

The loss of the ship

However, the next trip of the Greek destroyer at Leros was to be her
last. The trip began at 08.45 on September 25, 1943, when VASILISSA
OLGA and the British destroyer INTREPID (D-10) sailed from Alex-
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Ieprypagn 16 katdoTaong
TOV vawayiov oe €yypagpo Tov
Opyaviouotd Avedkvoews Navayiwy.

Description of the shipwreck on a

document of the Shipwreck Salvage
Organization.

Tunuata Tov vavayiov et Tny

avéAkvot Tous, Tov AUyovoTo Tov

1963. (Kvpidxkog NtedomovAog).

Parts of the shipwreck, after being
salvaged, in August of 1963.
(Kyriakos Delopoulos).



Kadireyvixh ameicovion 100
vavayiov.

Artistic display of the shipwreck.

(D-10) pe mpoopiopo T Baldoota meploxr avapeoa otny Kprntn kat
v Kw. Exei ta §00 avtitopmilikd Ba extehovoav embetikn mepuno-
Ala yia va epmodicovv tn Siélevon exBpikwv viomopnwy and Apd-
via TG nretpwtikng EAadag kat tng Kpntng mpog ta Awdexdvnoa.
Méxpt 116 4.15" 16 2616 ZentepPpiov, Ta dvo mAoia mepimolovoay
otnv npokabopiopévn meploxn xwpig anpoomnta. Tote maipvovv pe
KPUTITOYPAPNHEVO OTIUA EVTOAT] Va KATAAEDGOVY 0TI A€po.

2116 7.00" 10 Mpwi TNG EMOUEVNG NUEPAG, TA SVO AVTITOPTIALKA
gumatvav otov oppo Aaxki tng Aépov. Hrav Kvpraxr, avipepa tng
OpnokevTikng eopTng TOL Ayiov BgoAdyov.

210 PUOIKO ApAvL TG A€pOL LTIRPYAV TPELG PPETAVIKEG TOPTIAGL-
KATOL KAt £va pkpo ITatko KapdPL, Sepéva KovTd oTny mTpoKvpaia.
To BII BAZIAIZSA OATA 8ével kovtd ot devtepn elcodo Tov Oppov
Kat To INTREPID mepinmov 200 pétpa avatolikotepa. To mAnpwpa
elval Kovpaopuévo amd TNV oAovVLXTIA TTEPLTOALQ KL €TOL OL TIEPLOTO-
Tepol katefaivouy oTa vIToQpAypaTa yia va konfovv. Xtn yépupa
Héver o Afuwpatikog uiakng pe Tovg fondovg Tov, ota mupoPfora
KoL To TOALBOAA HEVOLV OL TTVPTIVEG TWV OUOXELPLDV KAL OTLG HNXAVEG
ot pnxavikoi kat ot Oeppaoctég Papdiac. H yarrvia atyatomehayitikn
HEPA EKAVE TA TANpWHATA TWV TTAOIWY Va TLOTEYOLY O0TL Ba TepVoL-
oav {a fpepn HEPa 0TO PéXPL TOTE A0PANEG OpUNTHPLO TNG Aépov.

H napovoia tov BIT BAZIAIZZA OATA evBovaiaoe TOUG KATOIKOVG
Tov vnotov. Kamnotot BéAnoav va emokepBoiv to OpvAikd avtitop-
TAko. Evag and avtovg, o NikoAag Alapavtdpag agnyeital 6To
BPAio Tov K. MetaAAnvou:

[...JInpa dvo Aeprovg ka e pia fdpka @Taoape 0To BIIBAZIAIZZA
OATA. Aévoupe kafo kat aveBaivovpe mévw. Me maoe ovykivion
Tov ataya o eAAVIKO kapaPL. Tovatioa kat giknoa Tig Aapapives...]

2116 dVo wpeg oV akoAovONoAY, ENTA VAVTIKOL ATTO TO POPTNYO
nmAoio TAGANROG mov fjtav aykvpoPoAnuévo Kkt avtd o1o Aakki
Kat dexamévte Aéplot eixav avéBel 0To BITBAZIAISSA OATA. Avdpeod

276



D, TTH o P § f— L e L

- ranorTaAx E- . eEnoeTAaxz : -

META AMNG B4 XPONA KATAAYTIKH OMALA BPEBHRE ITO BYBIIMEND ANTITOPT VKD -BATIMITA OAFA- » MOYIEID TTH AEPO 84 GIAVDIENHIE TA EYFHMATA

Bouria cro 8pUlo piag Bacilicoag

Hilk

il
e
:lh!‘l‘[h

i
f
L]
#d

andria for the area at sea between Crete and Kos. The two destroyers  ApBpa epnuepidwy oxetind pe
had to carry out an offensive patrol to prevent enemy convoys from 71V &epedvron Tov vavayiov Tov
sailing from the ports of continental Greece and Crete to the Dode- Anpikio Tov 1997
canese. Until 04:15 of September 26, the two ships were patrolling . paper articles about the
the assigned area, without trouble. Then, they received an encrypted  spipyreck search in April 1997.
signal which ordered them to sail to Leros .
At 07.00 on the following day, the two destroyers entered the gulf
of Lakki at Leros. It was Sunday, the day of the religious holiday of
Saint Theologos.
Three British torpedo boats and a small Italian ship were moored
near the pier of the natural port of Leros. RHNS VASILISSA OLGA
moored near the gulf’s second entrance and INTREPID some 200
meters to the East. The crew was tired from the night patrol, so most
of them went below to the tween-deck to sleep. The officer of the
watch remained on the bridge with his assistants, the principal gun-
ners at the guns and the machine guns and the engineers and fire-
men of the watch at the engines. It was a peaceful day that made the
ship’s crew think that they would pass a calm day in the safe —up till
that moment- base of Leros.
The presence of VASILISSA OLGA thrilled the islanders. Some
wanted to climb on board. One of them, Nikolas Diamandaras nar-
rates what happened, in the book of K. Metallinos:
“I took two islanders in a boat and took them to VASILISSA OLGA.
We tied up and climbed on board. It was with much emotion that I
set my foot on a Greek ship. I kneeled and kissed the deck”.
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BAMjpata Tov avtitopmidikot otov
XWPO TOV vawayiov.

Shells from the destroyer in the
area of the shipwreck.

Toug kat Svo maudid. Ev tw petakd, oto mhoio akovyovtat ot pedw-
dieg ¢ kvprakatikng Ociag Aettovpyiag. O yatpog Ep. Tovpyov-
PG, AvBumomholapxog TOTE 0TO AVTITOPTIALKO, TIEPLYPAPEL OF TEV-
x06 ¢ «Nawvtikrg Embewpnone» :

[...2T1G Kapmiveg Twv ASLWHATIKWY KAt TA DTTOQPEYUATA TOL TTAN-
pwpatog facileve andAvtn otyr). Avtr Tn o npde va Stakoyet oe
Aiyo 1o padiogwvo. Avo - Tpelg Yra§lwpatikol 6To vTO@payud Tovg
npoonafovoav va macovv Tov otabud ABnvav, T povn enaen pag
Ka®” OAn TN Stapketa Tov TOAEpoL e T okAaPwpévn matpida. Etot,
voTepa and Aiya Aemtd amod Tov padlo@wviko otabuo twv ABnvav
AKOVYAE TNV avapeTddoon TG KVPLAKATIKNG AglTovpyiag and Tov
MntpomoAttiko Naod. Hrav tdéon n xapd pag mov akoOyaple Tr HeTd-
doon g Aettovpyiag, wote kavévag pag Sev StapaptupnOnke. Akov-
yape 0Ohot Tig yolpwdieg pe Toon katdvuén oav va PpLokopactay
Héoa oe ekkAnoia. Avamolovoape TNV matpida, TIG OKOYEVELEG Hag,
TOVG PiAovG pag, OTav Eagvikd Kat TEAelws avamdvTeXa 0 TapAPwvog
Kot SAUOVIGHEVOG IXOG TOV KOVGOLVIOD TOV AEPOTIOPIKOV CLVAYEP-
1OV SLEKOYE TIG OVELPOTIOAOELG Hag Kat Tapake Tnv evdaupovia Hag...]

O Nripng Matdhag, ALLwHaTIKOG TOTE, TEPLYPAPEL EKEIVES TIG
OTIYHEG:

[...2116 9.58" PAénw amd To Bovvod va okdve poTn 9 PouPapdi-
OTIKA. APEOWG TPEXW VA TTATIOW TOV GUVayepHO. (LOTTOL Va AT oW
OHwG To KOLOOVVL, TEPTOLY Ot TpWTEG POPeg. Oool PpiokovTtal oTa
vo@paypata Tpéxovy mpog Tig Béoelg Toug. Ilpwtog am’ 6Aovg o
KvBepvrtng, 0 0moiog e xapaktnploTikn yuxpatpia npoonadel va
EUYLXWOEL TO TANPWE TOV: «AgVv gival TimoTa TatdLd, TOVG wVA-
Cet. Ipnyopa ota moAvPola oag..!»]

O E. Aavin\ Bpioketat oto [pageio Xaptav, otn yépupa: [...Kowo-
HOUV 0TN YEQUPAL, OTAY éva Eaviko Tavdatpovio and ToAvBolopovs,
ekpnEelg Tpopepég kat kwdwvokpovoieg ouvayeppob pe Eomvnae...]

O apvidLaopdg eivat TApng 1000 yla Ta Thoia, 600 Kat yta T
Tahkn) agpapvva. Teppavikd agpookagn Ju-88 emtiBevrat katd
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Katadvon oty féon Tov
Tpvpvaiov Tupoforov.

Diving towards the base of the
stern gun.

In the two hours that followed, seven seamen from the cargo ship
TAGANROG that was anchored at Lakki, and fifteen islanders had
boarded the RHNS VASILISSA OLGA. Among them, two children. In
the meantime the music from the Divine Liturgy was heard on the
ship. In an issue of the “Naftiki Epitheorisi’, the ship’s doctor, Lieu-
tenant Em. Gourgouris, describes:

“There was dead silence in the officers’ quarters and in the tween-
deck. The silence was broken only by the radio. Two or three petty offic-
ers in the tween-deck were trying to pick up the radio station of Athens,
our only contact with our enslaved country throughout the war. A few
minutes later we managed to pick it up. It was broadcasting the Sunday
liturgy from the Metropolitan Church. Such was our joy that we could
hear the transmission of the liturgy that no one protested. We all lis-
tened to the chants in such devout concentration, as if we were inside
the church. We were remembering our homes, our families and friends,
when all of a sudden the dissonant and frenetic sound of the antiaircraft
alarm interrupted our daydreaming and disturbed our bliss”.

Dimis Matalas, officer at the time, describes those moments:

“At 9:58 I saw 9 bombers coming over the mountain. I ran to
sound the alarm. But before I had the chance to do it, the first bombs
hit us..” Those who were at the tween-deck ran to their posts. First of
all, the Commanding Officer, who tried to instill courage to his crew
with his characteristic composure: “It’s nothing boys - he shouts. To
your machine guns, quickly!”

E. Daniel, is in the Chart Room, on the bridge: “I was asleep on
the bridge, when all hell broke loose and there were gun shots, ter-
rible explosions and alarm bells”

The ships and the Italian air defenses were totally caught by sur-
prise. The German Ju-88 aircraft attacked in waves. They let their
bombs from a height of 300 - 400 meters, and their machine guns
raked the 2 ships. INTREPID was the first one attacked. The Ger-
man Stukas dived again and again, throwing bombs against the two
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DwvioTpive.

Port-hole.

Kopata. Agrivouv Ti§ Bopfeg Toug and vyog 300 - 400 péTpwy, VA
oVyXpOVwG pe Ta ToAvBola Tovg capwvovy Ta 2 mhoia. Ipwto BAA-
Aetat 1o INTREPID. Ta yeppavikd atovka eoppoiy kdbeta Eava kat
Eava pixvovtag PopPeg evavtiov Twv §00 avTITOPTUAKWY, EVW VY-
XpOvwe Bepilovy Ta KATAOTPWHATA TOVG Yia va epmodicovy Ta TAn-
pwHaTA Va TTapovy BETELG pdyxng.

O N. Matdhag meptypa@el Tig oTLypég tng enifeong:

[...Bynka and to kapé kat éomevoa Tpog TNV molepkn pov Béon,
10 Oepanevtrplo Tov Mhoiov. Tpéxovtag eida amd éva @LvioTpivi TO
ayyAo avTitopmiAdikod INTREPID va kaiyetat, Aiyo pakphTepa ano
10 kapdpt pag. Eva anaioto o@uptypa anod Tov atuo Twv Hnxavov
Tov, TTov EEQevye kat eTaydTay oe peydho HYog, Ekave akourn o
aywVIOSELG TIG OTLYHEG. Eyw Nuovv emkePalr§ TEGOApWY avTIaEepO-
TIOPIKWY. Pixvayle (e Ta avTiagpomoptkd Kat Eapvikd pag meTvyaivet
pia 6¢opn Poppwv. Ietdytnra otov aépa kat éneoa Eavd 0To TAoio
yla va Sw yopw pov povo kegdAia... xépta... toda... Hrav okotw-
Hévot oAot. Kat ot okt &vtpeg mov Ppiokoviav oTa avTiaepomno-
pLrd rTav vekpol. Movo eyw ocwbnka katd évav ave§iynrto tpomno...]

Tnv wpa ekeivn, o KuPepvrtng katevBiovertat mpog tn yépupa and
NV aploTepr) TAeLPA TOL KATaoTpWUATOG. Dopdel LOVO Eva TOLAOPep
Kt éva avtedovt. H §agvixn eniBeon tov avdykaoe v’ avéPet 6to katd-
oTpwpa Xwpic mamovTola. Agv VTIAPYEL XPOVOG Yla XAOLHO. XTNV TTPw-
paia kaBodo Tov pnxavootaciov otapatd yia va dwoet kamoteg 0dn-
yieg otovg A&iwpatikovg tov. Ekel Oa tov Bpet kat To potpaio mAnyua.

«Eva aepomhdvo katéPnke, moAvpoAnoe kat okotwoe Tov KuPep-
vt Bupdtat o N. Matalag. «O mpwtog vekpdg Tov BITBASIAIZZA
OATA fitav o0 KvBepvrtng, IMwtapyng lewpylog MmAéooagy. Xtumn-
HEVOG amo pia putr 0To 0TB0G kat 6Tov Aatpd, 0 MmAéooag oKoTw-
Onke akaplaio 0TO KATAGTPWLA TOV AVTITOPTULALKOV TIOV €ixe TAVTI-
oet pe v idta Tov TN vIIapén.

O Ep. Tovpyovpr|g EavalwvTag Tig ppIKTEG EKEIVEG OTLYUEG TIEPL-
ypaget tn otiypn} Tov Bavatov Tov KvPepvnn:

[...H o@aipa mov tov tphnnoe oto Aatpd ékoye otn péomn tnv
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Tevikn &moyn oo péoo tov
vavayiov.

General view amidships of the
wreck.

destroyers, and machine-gunning their decks to prevent the crews
from taking battle positions.

D. Matalas describes the moments of the attack:

“I went out from the quarter deck and ran to take my battle posi-
tion, next to the sick bay. While I was running I saw through a port-
hole the English destroyer INTREPID burning a few meters away from
our ship. A horrible whistling sound from her engines’ steam made
these moments even more agonizing. I was leading four antiaircraft
guns. We started shooting with the antiaircraft guns when all of a
sudden we were hit by a cluster of bombs. I was thrown in the air, and
when I fell back again on the ship, the only thing I could see around
me, were heads..., feet... hands... everyone was dead. All eight men
who were with me, at the antiaircraft guns, where all dead. For some
inexplicable reason, I was the only one who was saved”.

That same moment, the Commanding Officer was going towards
the bridge from the deck, portside. He was wearing only a sweater
and his pants. The sudden attack had given him no time to wear
shoes. There was no time to waste. Over the fore ladder to the engine
room he paused, to give some directions to his officers. It was there
that he took the shot that killed him.

“A plane dived, shot and killed the Captain’, remembers D. Mata-
las, “The first to be killed on RHNS VASILISSA OLGA was our Com-
manding Officer, Lieutenant Commander Georges Blessas”. Hit by
a bullet round on his chest and neck, Blessas died on the spot on the
deck of the destroyer with which he had linked his whole existence.”

Em. Gourgouris, relives those horrible moments and describes
the moment when the captain died:

“The bullet that hit him, pierced his neck, cutting the phrase he
was about to say to encourage his crew and the rest of the bullets
pierced his chest and belly. With that phrase half spoken on the lips
and the chest pierced from the enemy bullets, the C.O. fell on the
deck of the ship that he had lead on so many patrols, so many suc-
cesses and triumphs”.
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Bivroir oty mpduvy.

Stern winch.

televtaia paon mov annvBuve o IMwtdpxng MmAéooag, epyvyw-
VOVTOG TO TAPWHA TOV £V ot vItdAoimeg StETpnoav To otndog Kkat
Vv kothtd Tov. Etol pe pootedetwpévn akopn tn ¢paon ota Xeiln
ToL Kat pe SidtpnTo 0TrBog anod Tig exbpikég opaipeg, o KuPepvi-
TNG €MECE 0TO KATAOTPWHLA TOL KapaPLov Tov To omoio eixe 0dnynoet
0€ TO0EG TEPLTTOAIEG, O€ TOOEG EMTLYIEG Kal 0€ TOG0VG OptapPovg...]

Kau ot Teppavot ouvéxilav va emrifevta pe pavia §ova kot Eava.
Ot Itahoi TupoPoAnTég TwV avTLaEPOTOPIKWY TTVPOPOAEIWY TIOV NTAV
TIAVW 6TOVG AOPOVG TG AEPOU, OXL OVO Oev eldoTOINTAV Yo TNV EUPA-
vion exOpikwv agpookapwv aAkd molepovoav ki evavtiov Twv Tep-
HOVWV TOOO apatd Kat AoToxa, Xwpig Vo Tpoo@épovv kaptia PonOeta.

Méoa oe Aiyo Aemtd 1o eEANAnviko avtitopmihiko Oa dextei To TeAkO
xtomnpa. TovAdytotov 0o BouPeg mépTovv pepika pétpa miow and
TNV TpLpvaia ToLVIEPa kat avattvalovv to PAnpatodéato. Akolov-
Oei pio oPepr) éxpnén kat To TPLVALO TUAHA, OXESOV ATTOKOHEVO,
yépver de€ia kat apyiet va PuBidetar. O Tiavvng Bapehag, Ynaguwpa-
TIKOG TOTE 07O BIT BASIAIZZA OATA, AA yla TNV apy1| Tov TéEAovG:

[...Mia 8¢opn PopPwv - ekeivn 1 omoia emé@epe Kat To Holpaio
TéA0og Tov TTAOIOV - pag XTUTMnoe otn Sefla kamvodoxo, aTo Tiow
Hépog Tov AePnrootaciov. To mhoio dpxioe va maipvet kAion mpog Ta
de€la. Eyw npovv oto Seki katdotpwpa kat tpoonabodoa va kotev-
BuvBw mpog TV MAwpn aAld kat va fondrow avTovg mov fTav XTv-
nmuévol kat 8ev umopovoav va kovvnovv... ]

Metd tov Bdvato Tov MmAéooa, Tnv evBvvn Tng StakvPépvnong
Tov Thoiov avalapPdvel o Yromhoiapxog M.IpnyopomovAog. Ala-
moT@vovTag 0Tt Ba Nrav advvato va eBdoet éykalpa otn yépupa
YLt VO AVTILETWTILOEL TNV KATAOTAOT), ano@acilet va katevBuvOei
npog To TupoPoro Vickers tov BII BAZIAIZZA OATA Kat va Stevfv-
veL anod ekel Tov aywva katd twv Feppavwv. O yevvaiog opwg Af-
opatikog dev Ba mpoAdfet va katevBuvvel obTe TOV TPWTO XELPL-
oo NG opoxetpiag. Mia Poupa mov €neoe ekeivn TN OTIYHN TAVW
oto mupoPolo Vickers kvptohektikd Stapédioe Tov Ynomloiapyo
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The Germans continued their frantic attacks over and over again.
Up on the hills of Leros, the Italian gunners at the antiaircraft guns
had given no warning of the enemy aircraft; and what’s more, their
shooting against the Germans was so scarce and so inaccurate, that
in practice, they offered no help at all.

Minutes later, the Greek destroyer took the final blow. At least
two bombs fell a few meters behind the fore funnel and blew up the
bomb rack. A terrible explosion followed and the fore section was
practically detached from the rest of the ship, listed to starboard and
started sinking. Giannis Varelas, petty officer on the RHNS VASILISSA
OLGA, speaks of the “beginning of the end”:

“A cluster of bombs —which brought the fatal end of the ship - hit
us in the starboard chimney, aft of the boiler room. The ship started
to list to starboard. I was on the starboard deck and was trying to
reach to the bow and at the same time help those who were wounded
and could not move”.

After Blessa’s death, Lieutenant Commander M. Grigoropoulos
took control of the ship. Realizing that it would be impossible to
reach the bridge in time, he decided to go to the Vickers machine
gun and direct the firing against the Germans from there. But the
brave officer did not even manage to direct the first salvo. A bomb
that fell on the Vickers machine gun literally dismembered Lieuten-
ant Commander M. Grigoropoulos, Sub-Lieutenant Simitzopoulos
and several gunners. The horror of war filled the scene on the ship’s
deck. Em. Gourgouris narrates:
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Katadvon oro vavdyio
TOU BII BAZIAIZYA OATA.

Diving to the wreck of RHNS

VASILISSA OLGA.



Or1 kadéves oty mAapny
TOV BII BAZIAIZZA OATA.

The chains at the bow of RHNS
VASILISSA OLGA.

M. Tpnyopomovlo, tov Znpato@dpo ZnutiomovAo kat apKeETOVG
and Tovg avopeg TG opoxetpiag. To oKNVIKO 0TO KATAOTPWLA TOV
mAoiov NTav yepdto amod tn @pikn tov mohépov. O Epp. Tovpyov-
pN¢ e§loTopei:

[...Ta PoyknTd TV TANYWHEVWY AKODYOVTAV At OAA Ta PéPT TOL
TAoiov kau pepdevovTay Ue TiG Yatpwdieg TG Aettovpyiag, Tig omoieg
ovvéxle va petadidet To eykataeheupuévo 0To LTTOPPaypa TwV Ya-
Eopatikdv padtogwvo. To katdoTpwita Tov OATA eixe petaBAnOei
A0V O€ pua Tipaypatikn koaon. Kpavyég movov akovyovtav am’
OAeg T1G B€0elg, amod T YEPupa, amd To KAUTOOVL, and TNV TADPN 06
v popvn. Evag and tovg mupoPoAntég 0 omoiog katydtav oav mupo-
TEXVNUC, EBYANE HOVO [EPIKEG OTIAPAKTIKEG KPAVYEG KUl LETA OLWTINOE
yia avta. ITio mépa, To owpa evog xelptoth TupoPolov eixe maoTel
avapeoa og Vo aveoTpappéveg ano kamota ékpnén Poupag Aapapi-
VEG OLOTIOLEG €KAVaY aKkOUN TLO APACTAXTO KAl ATEAELWTO TO HAPTUPLO
tov. Hrav katt 1o tpopepd mov Shokola pmopei va to avtéEet kaveig...]

O tpitog Afiwpatikog Tov BIT BASIAIZZA OATA, Yrom\oiapxog A.
Mrnétong PpiokeTtal 0TV KATw YéQupa Xwpig va Yvwpilet 0Tt ekeivn
TNV Kploun oTtypr| eivat TAéov 0 apxaoTepog ev {wr| A§LwpaTikog ToV
mAoiov kat katd ovvémela KvBepvrtng. Ilpoonabwvrtag va evioyboet
™V apwva Tov Thoiov, mapatnpei 6Tt To toAvPoro Oerlikon tov apt-
oTepol e§waTn TG YéPupag éxet dOet kdmota epmAokr). Tpéyet mpog
tov [ToAvPoAntr, o omoiog mpoomabei va to StopOwoet. Kt evw o Yro-
mhoiapxog A. Mndatong mpoonadei va Eepmhéet to kAeiotpo yia va
Aertovpynoet To ToAvBoo, pia PopPa expriyvutal ekel KOVTA Kot Ta
Bpadopata Tov tpavpatiovy coPapd. KuBepvitng mAéov tov avti-
Toprithikov avahapPdvet o AvBumomhoiopxog Aavi), o omoiog padi
He éva vadTn peTagépel Tov MAnywuévo YrnomAoiapyo Mndaton oto
lotpeio. <Oyt epévar pawvale o Ymomhoiapxos, «Zwote To mhoiox. Tpa-
YKo Bavato, omws avagépetal ot «Navtikr) Embewpnony, Pprike kot
0 A" Mnxavikog, Yromhoiapxog Zakinng o 0moiog Ipéxovtag mpog Tnv
KdBodo TV pnxavav yia va mdpet Tn B€on tov, xTumnOnke oo TPO-
owmo and punr) ToAvBOAov evog yeppavikol agpomAdvov. Kat frav
TOTE, IOV €8WOE Kt €Keivog To Stkd Tov pudbnua npwiopod. TpwAilo-
vTag £pBaoe ¢ Ta «OTPAYLON» TWV PNXAVOV OF [ia TpooTabeld Tov va
TédeL akopa Kat Ty votatn otyur otn 0¢on tov. To TpdoWTO TV ua
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270 E0WTEPIKO TOV vavayiov.

Inside the wreck.

“The moans of the wounded were heard all over the ship, mixing
with the liturgy that went on from the tween-deck’s radio. VASILISSA
OLGA’s deck had become true hell. Screams of pain were coming
from everywhere on the ship, from the bridge, from the forecastle,
from bow to the stern. Heart-piercing cries were coming from one
of the gunners who was burning like a torch... a while later he was
forever silenced. A few feet away, the body of a machine gunner had
been caught between two metal sheets that had been upturned by
some bomb explosion and were making his agony seem even more
unbearable and endless. It was something horrible, something that
no one could stand”

RHNS VASILISSA OLGA’s third officer, Lieutenant Commander D.
Batsis is on the lower bridge without knowing that at that critical
moment he is the only surviving officer on the ship and therefore
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210 NAEKTPOTTAOIO.

The generator.

Gt
vl

mAnyn! Ztnv kataotaon mov Pprokotav ffeke va katéPet T okdha yla
To pnxavooTtdaocto! Kamowa ottypr| ovvavtd Tov Znuatogopo Xploto-
o kat tov ApxikeAevotr) TowPo kat Tovg divel evToAr va amoplo-
VOOOLV TOVG TPeLG AEPNTES, YeAAi{ovTag «Ta ao@AAOTIKAY, KATL TTOV
etxe 10N mpa&eL 0 Znpatopopog pe Sk} Tov TpwTtoBovAia, ya va amro-
@evxBoby TuXOV exprigets. To Tpavpa Tov Ytomhoiapyov Zakimnn Ouws
1Tav oAV coPapd. Aev katdgepe va matrnoet otabepd ot okdla kat
KATPAKVOANOE P0G Ta KATW. XTUTNOE OTIG AAUAPiveG Kot EMTETE VEKPOG
ekel, Simha oTIG pnxavég Tov, wg TpayHaTikog «IIpwtogy.

Ta yeppavikd agpookdagn dpxioav va amopakpuvovTaL 0Tav Katd-
AaPav OTt To eEANAVIKO avTitopmiAiko eixe AaPwbel Bavdoua. Ot mo
Tpaykég oknvég Stadpapatilovtat Tpa KoVTd 0To Latpeio, OTov Bpi-
OKOVTaL OL TTEPLOGOTEPOL TPAVHATIEG YLt VAl TOVG TiapaoxeBovv £0Tw
Ko ot TpwTeg PorBeteg. BAémovTag 0Tt yia To BIT BASIAISSA OATA €ixe
apxioet mAéov 1 avtiotpoen puétpnon, o E. Aavink otpéget tnv mpo-
OOXI| TOV OTO TILO OTHAVTIKO £PYO IOV TIPETEL VAL YiVeL: TN LETAQOPd
TWV TPAVUATIWV Kat TNV eMPiPaot] Tovg oe Tpia ayyAKd mepmoAka
Ta omoia padi pe Svo ITaikég TETPEAALAKATOVG £XOVV TTANGLAOEL TO
BIT BAZIAIZZA OATA yla va tovg tapaldafouv. Ev tw peta&d oto pxpo
VOOOKoO|LElo Tov TTAOiOV, 0 Latpdg Ep. Tovpyovprg Sivet Tov 8ikd Tov
ay@va TPooTafwvTag v avakovpioet TOLG Tpavparties. Xe £va amod Ta
KkpePartia Ppioketat kat o YromAoiapxog Mmatong, 0 omoiog o@iyyet ta
SovTia ya va unv Eepwvioet and tov Tpopepd movo. O ylatpog ETOLA-
Cetau va Tov KOYEL TO TTOSL, OTAV AKOVYETAL VAL «KPAK» TTOL OTUALiVEL
OTL 1O BI1 BASIAIZEA OATA €xel xtumnOei o¢ kaiplo onpeio kat mboavov
éxeLomdoet ota dvo. Tote akovyetat and T yépupan gwvr Tov Avhv-
nomAotdpxov Aavinh va Swataler: «EykataAeyn mhoiov. ITécate ot
Bdlaooa. To mhoio Pubiletar. H apxikr khion twv 5 popwv avl-
Onke amoTopa kat péoa o EAd1oTa OV TEPONETTA 1] APLOTEPT) TTAEVPAL
Tov TAoiov oprlovTiwveTat. ApEowg HeTd To Thoio avatpénetal. IToh-
Mot eykhwpilovrtat ota viogpaypata. Kdmotot dAot and toug vava-
YOUG TIEQTOLY O€ Katydpevo metpéhato kau Ppiokovv Tpayiko Bavarto.
Ot meprocotepot ov Povtovv ot Bdlacoa and ) defid mhevpd Tov
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To nlektpoatdoio
TOU BII BAXIAIZXA OATA.

RHNS VASILISSA OLGA’s generatot.

her Commander. While trying to reinforce the ship’ defense he sees
that the Oerlikon at the bridge’ left balcony has jammed. He runs
towards the gunner who tries to fix it. And as he tries to open the
breech-block to repair the machine gun, a bomb explodes nearby
and the splinters injure him seriously. So it is Lieutenant Daniel who
assumes command of the destroyer and together with a seaman car-
ries the wounded Lieutenant Commander Batsis to the sick quar-
ters. “Not me -yelled the lieutenant. The ship, save the ship”. The chief
engineer, Lieutenant Commander Sakipis, also had a tragic death,
as reported in the “Naftiki Epitheorisi”; running towards the ladder
of the engine room to his post, a German airplane’s machine gun
hits him in the face. It was then that he gave his own lesson of hero-
ism. Staggering, he reaches the engine room’s skylights. Even in his
last moments he is trying to go to his position. His face is an open
wound, and in that condition, he wants to climb down the ladder
to the engine room! Then he meets Lieutenant Christophilos and
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Eioobos ot kaTwTEpar
KATOOTPWUKTE TOV
avTiTopmMKOD.

Entrance to the destroyer’s lower
decks.

avTtopmiAkod, Tapacvpovtat and T §ivn 1} Tpavpatifovrat amo Tig
VTIEPKATAOKEVEG TOL TTAoiov. Oaool gival 0TV aplotepr) TAVPAE TOV
0Kdapovg Bpiokovtal kamwg opald otn Bdkacoa. Exeivol mavtwg mov
elvat g Kahr katdotaon npoonadoiv va Bondroovy, akopn kot (e Kiv-
Suvo G {wnig TOVG, TOVG TPAVHATLOHEVOUS GLVASEAPOLG TOVG. Méoa
070 LaTpeio Ta mpdypata eivat ToA Svokola. Ta vogpdypata éxovv
apxioet va yepiovv vepd evd To okAPOg eivat AoV unatapiopévo. O
latpog Ep. Tovpyovpng katafdet viepdvOpweg mpoomdOeteg yia va
Katagépet va owbei kat va fondnoet kat Tov Ynomhoiapyxo Mnaton.

[...Kpatdvtag Tov eTotpobdvato Yromhoiapxo Mmndaton npoomnd.-
Onoa, péoa o avTn TNV KOAAOT TNG PWTLAG KAl TOV 0181)pOV KAl EVW
T0 0KAPOog ePvbileTo, va pBacw eig TV OpTA TOL BepanevTnpiov.
To mApwpa eykatéletne To BII BAZIAIZZA OATA Kat fovtodoe 0T
Bdlaooa. Aykdhiaoa o@iytdTEpa TOV agipvnoto gilo pov Mnaton
Kat avota Ty TopTa Tov Uikpol voookopeiov. Tote éva andtopo
KO aépog Kat vepoL e KTUTnoe 010 0TNHoG Kat pe Ekave va Xaow
v woopporia pov. [Tapacvpdpevog and to kdpa éxaoa Kat Tov TAn-
yopévo Bavdaopa Yromhoiapxo Mndaton. Eva akopn kopa pmovkd-
ploe andtopa 0To Oepamevtplo Kat pe Eompwée Tpog Ta €w. BpéOnka
TAVW O0TO KATAOTPWLA, TO OTOI0 eV Tw peTalD eixe kaAvpOel amod ™
Bdhaooa. Hpovv évag and tovg tehevtaiovg emdvw oto kapdpt, yU
auTo éomevoa va Téow otn Bdlaocoa...]

Aiyo mpwv to mhoio e€agaviotel and v empdveta TG Bdlao-
oag, TEVTE and Tovg eyKAwPLopévovg dvdpeg 0To mpwpaio LVTO-
Qpaypa Katdeepay pe aneyvwopévn npoomdadeia va cwbovv. Evag
and avtovg frav kat o Yralwpatikog N. Xpnotidng mov pilnoe yia
TNV TEPUTETELL TOV 0TOV kKaBnyntr Mavain Hovxo:

[...To mhoio éyepve. KatéPnka Tig okdheg yia va dw kdmolov ouvd-
Se\@d Hov Kkat UmrKa 0To HEYAAO VITOQPAYHA TV VOUTWV. MOAIG
TEPACH TNV TTOPTA, TO TTAOIO Ttpe peydhn kAion kat Ppébnka eykAw-
Propévog péoa oto voPpaypa dixwg va pmopw va Pyw and ekel mov
ke Iiow amod Ty mopta vipxav KPwTia pogodooiog kat pe T
KAion petatomiotnkayv. Me tnv khion Tov kapaPlov eida ta euvioTpivia
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Chief Petty officer Tsovos and blurs the words “the safety valves...” he
is trying to tell them to isolate the three boilers. But the Lieutenant
had already taken care of this on his own initiative, to avoid poten-
tial explosions. The Lieutenant Commander’s injuries are very seri-
ous. He can’t find his step on the ladder and falls down. He crashes
down the ladder, on the metal deck, and dies there, right beside his
engines, a true “chief” engineer.

The German aircraft start to leave only when they realize that
the Greek destroyer is mortally wounded. The most tragic scenes
are now near the sick bay where most of the wounded are waiting
to receive first aid. Seeing that the count-down has already begun
for RHNS VASILISSA OLGA, E. Daniel turns his attention to the most
important job that has to be done. Carry the wounded and embark
them on the three British patrol boats that have reached VASILISSA
OLGA together with two Italian motor boats to collect them. In the
meantime, doctor Em. Gourgouris is fighting his own battle in the
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Mo agpoddyog kot mopoeddvive
QVTIKEIUEVX XTTO TOV YWPO THG
Tpamelapiog.

A ventilator and porcelain items
from the dining area.



Béon owafiov.

Life jacket base.

va PAémovy Tpog Tov ovpavo. MEoa amod Ta QIVIGTPIvia TTepvovoay ot
aktiveg Tov nAiov katakdpv@a. Mnv éxovtag aAAn emAoyn Ppébnka
0€ £VaL PIVIOTPIVL APKETA HUKPO. 2TO KapdpL pag, 6Tay To mapalafape
Sev umrpxav ££0801 KIVEUVOL, HEYAAA PLVIOTPIVIAL, TIAPE HOVO KA VLot
va maipvovpe agpa. ITya 0To QvIoTpivi Aoumdy, KL evad avéBatvay ta
vepa, elda Tovg ouvadéA@ovg Tov pov pwvalav «Xpnotidn to dAho, To
dAo». Eya emeidn npovv oto taPavi, Sev éBAema Tt evvoovoav. Me Tig
QWVEG TOVG OHLWG ovveldnTomnoinoa 6Tt wAovoav yia pia avBpwnobv-
pida mov eixaple pTidEel oe pia emokevr} otny Kakkovta. Koun tpaykr
elpwveia eivat OTLOTav TpWTOPIdY TNKE avTH 1) avBpwmoBupida, emetdn
£YW NHLOLY VAU TAKL TOTE, OL AAAOL OV EKAVALY KAAAUTIOVPL KAUL OV EAE-
yav «pe XpnoTidn yia pmeg va So0pe Xwpds va TEPAOELG» Kot £TOL e
¢Palav vamepvw and v avBpwnobupida, ov rTav Telkd ekeivn Tov
He éowoe... Bynka otny kapiva kat dpxioa va Tpafa kat Tovg AAAOLG.
Yrpxav OpwE Kat AANOL VAUTEG OTAL TIO XAUNAG VTTOPPAYHATA TWV
HIYOVIKOV KL TWV TOPTUAWY, OLOTIOIOL petvave Péoa ... Sev poraPav...]

210 meploTatiko avagépOnke kat o I'. BapeAdg:

[...AT0 pia TapagwTtida acpaleiog eida va Pyaivovv 4-5 Nav-
T0d1KO0L 0L OTrol0L e TTOAAT YuXpALpia —KL AUTO MOV EKAVE HEYAAN
eVTUTIWON - £Pyatvav o £vag HETA TOV AAAOV XwpiG KIVAOELG TTavL-
KoV, ot omoieg Ba pmopovoav va dnovpyroovy TpoPAnUa Kat va
un Pyet kavévag tehikd...]

Byaivovtag otnv kapiva tov mhoiov, o Xpnotidng eixe kL dAAo éva
npoPAnpa va avtipetwmioet. I1dvw oto mAoio virpye €va veapo moudi
ano tn Aépo, To onoio {nrovoe aneyvwopéva PonBeta. Tia va pmopé-
oet va kpatnBei oto mhoio, To Taudi eixe maoTel Ao £va OKOLVL.

[..AmMAwoa ta xépla pov yia va gBdow to pukpd, agnyeitato N.Xpn-
oTidNG, pa ekeivo Oev epxOTAV KOVTA OTNY ayKaAld pov. ZaAtdpioa
KOVTA TOv Kau €maca Ta xépta Tov. To maudi Opwg £Tot dmwg KkpepOTAV
eiye Oet amd v AAAn mAevpd Tov mAoiov pia Bapka kot 10ele va to
TApoLV ekel. Aev VT PXE OpWG XpOvoG. AvéPnka oTo onueio 6mov kpa-
TIOTOV KO TOL XTUTIAY L T XEPLAL YLV APT|OEL TO OKOLVE KALL VO ITOPETW
va 10 6wow ey@. To maudi dpwg Sev dgnve To oKoLvi Pe TimoTa uéxpt mov
TO KapdPL pmatdpioe Kt AANO Kal Katdgepe V' avéPel 0Tny Kapiva Kat
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ship’s small sick bay, trying to relieve the wounded. In one of the beds
lies Lieutenant Commander Batsis clenching his teeth, not to cry out
from the terrible pain. The doctor is preparing to cut his leg, when a
cracking sound is heard, warning that VASILISSA OLGA, having been
hit at a crucial point, has probably broken in two parts. Then the
voice of Lieutenant Daniel is heard from the bridge: “Abandon ship.
Fall in the sea. The ship is sinking”. The initial 5-degrees listing has
suddenly increased. Within seconds, the list inceases to 90 degrees.
Immediately after that, the ship capsizes. Many get trapped in the
tween-deck. From those who abandon ship, some find themselves
inside a burning oil slick and die a tragic death. Others, who fall in
the sea from the destroyer’s starboard side are caught by the swirl-
ing waters or are injured by the ship’s superstructures, as it capsises.
For those who are on her portside it is a little easier to jump in the
sea. And those who are in a good condition, risk their own lives to
help their wounded comrades. Inside the sick bay things are very dif-
ficult. The tween-deck is taking in water and the ship has capsized.
Doctor Em. Gourgouris makes superhuman efforts to save himself
and to help Sub-Lieutenant Batsis.

“Holding the dying Lieutenant Commander Batsis in the mid-
dle of that hell of fire and iron and while the ship was sinking, I was
trying to reach the door. The crew was abandoning VASILISSA OLGA
and falling in the sea. I held my friend tighter and opened the door
of the small sick bay. Then, a sudden wave of air and water hit me
on the chest and threw me out of balance. Caught in the wave, I lost
Lieutenant Commander Batsis who was mortally wounded and was
dying. Another wave entered the room and pushed me outwards. I
found myself on the deck, which was covered by the sea. I was one
of the last on the ship so I rushed to jump in the sea”

Just before the ship vanished from the surface of the sea, five of
the men that were trapped in the tweendeck managed to escape. One
of them was Petty Officer N. Christides, who spoke of his adventure
to professor Manolis Isihos:

“The ship started to list. I climbed down the ladder to see one of
my comrades and entered the large sailor’s tween decks. I had just
passed through the door when the ship took a heavy list. I found
myself trapped in the tween-deck without a way to go out the way I
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Klipakeg EempofdArovy and Tov
Pvbo.

Ladders emerge from the seabed.



Zx&po o TO UNY VOO THO!LO.

Rack from the engine room.

va T dngeL amd v AAAn TAevpd, OTIoV TEAKA TOV pdlewe 1 PépKa..
Eyw épuya and tnv dAAn mhevpd kot Bpédnka otn Odlacoa, dimha ota
neTpéhata ov katyovtovoav. Exei fjrav évag ovvadergog, o Iaywvng.
[M\noiaca va tov Pondrow va Pyet and ta metpélata kat pov gwvake
«Mn pe maveig Xpnotidn» kat pov £det§e o modL Tov o fray oxedov
Kapévo. Bprjkape éva Ao, To émaoce o Tlaydvng Kat dpxLoa vo Tov
OTPWYVW PEXPL IOV ATIOHAKPLVOTKApE amd TV TUPKAYLAL...]

Amé To BII BASIAIZZA OATA pia pavpn oThAn kamvol avePaivet
YnAd kL amhwvetat. To év8o&o avtitopmhiko yépvet de€ld kat apyi-
Cet va PubiCetat, domov 0To TEAOG pével OpBia povo 1 payn TG TA@-
pNG. ZTékeTat yla Aiyo £tol 0pOio To BIT BAZIAIZZA OATA 0OV Vo alw-
peitat. Kabwg kat ot reAevtaiot BOAakeg aépa voxwpovv, To mAoio
xavetat andtopa 0 Bdhacoa n omoia To aykaAtdlet yra mavta padi
LLE TOVG VEKPOUG NPWEG TOV.

[...H o ovykwvntikr oteypn ftav 6tav xddnke to mhoio, Bupartat o
N. Matdhag. AkoboTnke pia @wvr «Zitw 1o OATA kot 120 dvBpwmot
oL xapomdhevay péoa ot Bdlacoa emavédafav Ty Kpowyn «ZnTw
10 OATA!>.... MéxpLavtn) Tnv botatn oTiypr) Tov To BIIBAZIAIZZA OATA
PuBLldTaY akovydTav To PadLOPWVO GTO LTTOPPAYHA IOV HeTESIOE TNV
KUPLAKATIKN AgITovpyia, oav va cuvOdevE TO AVTITOPTIAIKO LaG Kot
TovG 71 vekpovg Tov GTOV VYPO TOVG TAPO. Avdpeoa oTa Bopata nrav
ot A§iwpatikot MmAéooag, Ipnyopdmovdog, Mndtong, Zakinng, Ziu-
t(omovlog kat Kovtapdtog, 10 Yroa&uwpatikoi kat 54 Navtodiomot.]

To vavaylo ofjpepa

To vavdylo Tov BII BASSIAIZZA OATA Ta TPAOTO LETATOAENIKA XPO-
via tapépetve avevoxAnto oe fabog 32 pétpwv. To 1953 1o meplodiko
«Noavtikr] ENag» @tho&évnoe pia odvtopn ocvvévtevén tov §0tn
Owtn Mmpdkov, o omoiog epyalotav o€ aveAkOoEeL vavayiwy yia
Aoyaplaopo trg etatpeiog «EAAnvikr Epumopia A.E.». O 801n¢ eixe
T0 TpOoVOL0 Va KatadvBel 6To vavdylo Tov BIT BAZIAIZZA OATA kot
edwoe TNV TapaKkdTw EKOVA:
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had come in. The catering boxes that had been stacked behind the
door got displaced by the listing. Now the ship’s port-holes were fac-
ing the sky. The sun beams were entering vertically. Not having any
other choice, I went towards a small port-hole. Initially, the ship had
no emergency exits, no big port-holes, only small ones to let the air
inside. So I went to the port-hole and while the water was rising I
heard my comrades calling out: “The other one, Christides, the other
one’ I was under the ceiling, so I couldn’t see what they meant. But
then I realized that they were talking about the manhole that we had
made during the repair at Calcutta. And the irony was that when
that manhole was made, I was just a sailor boy, and the others were
teasing me: ‘come on, Christides, lets’ see if you can pass through...
so they made me pass through the manhole that finally saved me...
I went out on the keel and started pulling out the others. But there
were other men at the lower decks, at the engines and the torpedo
room, who got trapped inside... they didn’t make it..”

The incident was mentioned by G. Varelas:

“I saw 4-5 3rd class petty officers coming out of a port hole very
calmly. It was impressive, how they were coming out one by one,
without panic. Because if they had panicked no one would have
been able to escape”.

When he reached the ship’s keel, Christides faced another prob-
lem. A young boy from Leros had come earlier on board and was
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Eixoves 6 mpupvaiog
UTTEPKATAOKEVHG.

Images of the aft superstructure.



Eéwtepixd kot eowtepiiod
TA&VO TG TOWUIVIEPAG, OTHY
omoia Siaxpivovieu omég amo
100 YUMo TWY YEPUAVIKWOY
AEPOOKAPWY.

View of the inside and outside of
the chimney stack, on which bullet
holes from German aircrafs.

[... ToTe SovAevapie 070 ayyAikd moAepko «vtépumt» [0.0. vavdyto
Tov INTREPID], mov Pptokotav oe 8 opyuiég fdbog. Bprkape pdhiota
OTAOpEVA KOKKaAa péoa Tov kat 4 oAdkAnpa kpavia. Ta Balape 0 éva
ToovPalikat TaBdyape 0To ayyAKo vekpoTageio, 0To Aakkitng Aépov.
2710 BII BASIAIZSA OATA katéPnka ki épetva 28 Aemtd kot To Bprika o€
22 opyviég Babog. Eivat koppévo ota vo. Ao mdwpn péxpt Aepnto-
OTAOLO ival TAAYIAOPEVO, VM TO AANO ULOO TOL €ival Pe TV Kapiva
KovPépta 0 évav PuBo Aaomng. Ta mMAwptd Tov kavovia eivat abikta,
gvw Ta aomidia Tov TupoPoleiov eivar xahaopéva. H toyuviépa eiva
TEOUEVT. Me apkeTO kOTO dvotga pia opta ko urika otig SO0 Tpw-
TeG KApapeg, 0To devTepo mupoPoleio TG mAwpng. Xt pia eixe avipw-
mva kokkaha. Bynka yati ev 1’ énaupve dAAo n wpa. Eida akoun
TG Ta VPAAA TOL T EVTAEeL eV TTiow To AePnToaTdoTIO fTAY OAO
xahdopata. AAovg okeleTog Sev cuvavTnoa €€w. ZuvavTnoa Opwg
TOAG Ydpla yOpw Ttov. Kupiwg oteipeg, pavaiia kat ovvaypides...]

To pukpd Pabog opwg, omov Ppioketal To vavdylo Tov BIT BASI-
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Yroldeippata ¢ ekpyKTIKAS VARG
TV PARUGTOY.

Remmnants of projectile explosive
charges.

now desperately calling for help. He had grabbed a rope to hold him-
self on the ship.

“I reached out to catch the boy —narrates N. Christides- but he
wouldn’t come to me. So I jumped next to him and caught him by
the hands. But as the boy was hanging there he had seen a boat com-
ing from the other side and wanted them to take him. There was no
time. I jumped where he was and started hitting his hands to make
him let the rope go in order to save him. But the boy wouldn't let go.
The ship listed even more, and the boy managed to climb the keel
and jump from the other side until the boat finally collected him... I
left from the other side and found myself in the sea, near the burn-
ing oil. Another comrade was there, Pagonis. I reached out to help
him get away from the oil but he shouted “don’t touch me Chris-
tides” and showed me his leg that was almost cut. We found a piece
of wood, Pagonis grabbed it and I started pulling him until we were
away from the fire”.
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To xpHuatokiBWTIO TOV OKEPOUS.

The ship’s strong box.

H &yxvpa T0v BIT BASIAIZSA OATA
éxer avelxvorel kou exTifeTau 010
Aaxxi 06 Aépov.

RHNS VASILISSA OLGAS salvaged
anchor in display at Lakki, Leros.

AIZZA OATA, oUvTOpa 0d1ynoe o€ avTo TOVG SIAAVTEG e OKOTIO TNV
avEAKLOT TUNHATOY TOL WOTe va TwAnBovv wg pétaiAa. Etol, tov
Iavovdplo Tov 1952 1o vadylo katoxvpwbnke oe mAelod0TikO Sia-
Ywviopo otov Avtwvio Mapkdkn, wg «axpnoto dia to BaotAiko Nav-
Tko vawaytor. To ovpBorato vreypden Tov OkT@Ppto Tov idlov £Tovg
Kot €81ve 6TOVG SLaAVTEG TepIOWPLO TTEVTE ETAV, HEXPL VO OAOKAN pW-
OO0ULV TNV AVEAKLOT] TOV vavayiov. ZOpQwva [e TOUG OPOVG TOL OV-
PoAaiov mwAnong Tov vavayiov, 1o Navtikd Oa kpatovoe 1o mohepkd
VAIKO, Ta LoTopLKA KetpnAta (&ykvpeg, Bupeole, TNAEYpagoLG, K. ATt.)
OTIWG KAl TaL TPOCWTILKA AVTIKEILEVA TOV TANPWHATOG, Ta oToia Oa
anodidovtav wg evBvpa otovg Sikatovyovg. Ot epyacieg Eekivioay
ovvTopa kat Tov MdpTio Tov 1955 eixav ndn avekikvotel 350 tovoL anod
naloaidepa, xaAko kat dAAa pétaAla. Otepyaoieg avéAkvong ovve-
xilovtav tov Oktwfpro tov 1956, ondte 0 mMAnpe§ovotog tov A. Map-
kdkn, Kwotag EvBupiadng, mapéhaPe avelkvobévta viika ta onoia
nepteAdpPavay 120 mepimov Tévoug makiooidepwy kat 12 Tdvoug xa-
KoV, opeixaAkov kat poAvpdov. O Kwotag Evbuuadng, o omotog éyive
APYOTEPA YVWOTOG Ylal TV £VTOVI EMXEPNUATIKT) SpAOT) IOV avE-
nruée oty aktomhoia, eixe SpactnplomomnOei T dexaetio Tov 1950
otV avéAkvon vavayiwv. ATo Ta VAKA OV aveAKDOTNKAY Ao TO
VavAyLo Tov BIT BAZIAIZZA OATA, To Baothikd Navtikd mapakpdrnoe
103 KaTeOTPAUHEVOVG KAAVKEG OLALETPIIUATOG 4,5 IVTOWY.

[apd 116 epyaoieg avéAkvong mov StevepynOnkay, éva onpavTikd
HEPOG TOV £VE0EOL avTITOPTIAIKOV TapapEVeL Kat orjpepa aTtov Pubo
™G Aépov. Onwg ékavav AdYo Kal 0L AUTOTITEG LAPTUPEG, TO BITBAZI-
AIZTA OATA xatd T fOBion} Tov kémnKe o dVo TUNpATA, 0TO VYOG
Tov pnxavootaciov. To mMiwpaio TUAa eivatl To TLo EVKOAQ avayvw-
piolpo kat axovpuna otov Pubo pe tn Se&id Tov TAevpd v Eva peydho
THRpa Tov eivat Bappévo otn Adomn. BAémovtag tig fdoeig Twv dvo
HeYaAwy Tupoforwy, Tig fopPes PuBod kat Ta PANpaTa Ta omtoia eivat
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AvBpwmobupida mov 0dnyovoe
OTX VTIOPPAYURTE TOU
avTiTopmMKo0.

Manbhole leading to the destroyer’s
tween-decks.

A pillar of black smoke rises from VASILISSA OLGA. The glorious
destroyer lists to starboard and starts to sink until the back part of the
bow stands upright. RHNS VASILISSA OLGA remains upright for a while,
as if hovering in the air. As the last trapped air escapes, the ship van-
ishes beneath the sea that embraces her and her dead heroes forever.

“The most emotional moment was when the ship was lost -remem-
bers D. Matalas. Someone cried “Hurrah for OLGA” and then all 120
men that were fighting for their lives in the sea, all repeated the cry
‘Hurrah for OLGA™. Until that final moment the radio in the tween-
deck was transmitting the Sunday Liturgy, as if to escort the destroyer
and the 71 people who were killed, to their watery tomb. Among the
victims where officers Blessas, Grigoropoulos, Batsis, Sakipis, Simitz-
opoulos and Kontaratos, 10 petty officers and 54 sailors.

The shipwreck today

For the first years after the war, the shipwreck of VASILISSA OLGA
remained undisturbed, 32 meters deep under the surface. In 1953, A fT
the magazine “Naftiki Ellas” hosted a short interview of Fotis Bira- IAIES 4
kos, a diver who worked in salvaging shipwrecks for the company | ”1 - 0‘13“4
“Elliniki Emporia A.E”. He had the privilege to dive into the wreck & ]

of RHNS VASILISSA OLGA and gave the following information: “Dur-
ing that period we were working on the British warship “INTERPID”
that lay at a depth of 8 fathoms. We even found broken human bones
inside it, and 4 whole skulls. We put them in a bag and buried them
in the English cemetery at Lakki, Leros. I went into the wreck of
VASILISSA OLGA and remained for 28 minutes. I found her at a depth
of 22 fathoms. She is cut in two. The fore part, from bow to engine  7T5¢ emblem of RENS VASILISSA
room, lies on its side; The aft part lies upside down in the muddy sea-  orGa at the museum of Leros.

To éuBAnua Tov BII BASIAISZA
OATA ato Movoeio 116 Aépov.
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Avédueon oTa evpHUATE HTAV Ui
TAUTTAKEPA Koul YLot TapaQTida.

A cigarette case and a side light
among the findings.

Eva poAdu, pa avtiwopvéioyévog
pé&oKa Kot Kovtadomipovva
aveAxvoTnray To 1997 ko kaTomy
oVVTHPNONS, oxuepa exTiOevTal
oto Movoeio tn¢ Aépov.

A watch, a gas mask, forks and
spoons were salvaged in 1997 and
following restoration, are now in
display at Leros” museum.

Saokopropéva atov Pubo, vopilet kaveig 6Tt akodet Tov MmAéooa
va Sivel evtolég atovg A&iwpatikovg Tov péoa ot Pour) TG Hexns.
Ztn Se&1d mhevpd TG TADPNG LTIAPXOLY UTPOVVT{IVAL PIVIGTPEVIa KAt
avTLaoQLELOYOVEG HAOKES amtd TO AANOTE drynua TUPKAYLES.

Ot 8o Toyuviépeg Tov mAoiov éxovv amokoAnOei kat Ppioko-
vTat aplotepd Kat SimAa amd To Kuplwg Vavdylo. ZTiG TOLVIEPES
StakpivovTat oL TpUTEG Ao Ta HLOPANLA TWV YEPUAVIKWY AEPOTKA-
POV, EVW TA CLVTPIPULA ATOTEAOVV TTAEOV KATAPVYLO VLo TOVG KATO-
Kovg Tov fubov.

Tov MdpTtio Tov 1997, n katadvtikn opdda tov Kwota Owkta-
pidn oe ovvepyaoia pe o [ToAepkd Navtiko kat Tov Anfpo Aépov,
npoxwpnoe otnv avélkvon 111 avrikepévwy ta onola extibevron
onpepa oto tomko Iotopiko kat Aaoypagikd Movoeio.
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bed. Her fore cannons are intact, and the machine gun shields are
broken. The chimney has fallen. It was difficult, but I managed to
open a bulkhead door and entered into the first two rooms under the
bow’s second machine gun. In the first room I found human bones. I
got out because I ran out of time. But I managed to see that her keel
was fine, while the boiler room aft, was a shambles. I didn’t see any
other skeletons outside. But I saw a lot of fish around her. Mostly
blacktip groupers, blotched picarels and grey snappers”

The small depth where RHNS VASILISSA OLGA lies soon attracted
ship-breakers who went there to salvage parts and sell them as met-
als. So in January 1952, the shipwreck was sold in an auction to
Antonios Markakis, as “a shipwreck of no use to the Hellenic Royal
Navy”. The contract was signed in October of that same year and
gave the ship-breakers five years to complete salvaging the wreck.
According to the contract’s terms regarding the sale of the wreck, the
Navy would keep the war material, historical items (anchors, coat
of arms, telegraphs, etc) and the personal items of the crew which
were to be given as reminders to the beneficiaries. Work soon began
and in March 1955, 350 tons of scrap iron, copper and other metals
had already been salvaged. Work continued in October 1956, when
A. Markakis’s proxy Kostas Efthimiades, received salvaged material
comprising: approximately 120 tons of scrap metal and 12 tons of
copper, brass and lead. Kostas Efthimiades, who later became known
for his wide business activity in shipping, had begun his business in
the 1950’s by salvaging shipwrecks. From the materials that were sal-
vaged from the shipwreck of VASILISSA OLGA, the Royal Navy held
103 destroyed 4.5-inches caliber shells.

In spite of the salvage work that has been carried out, an impor-
tant part of the glorious destroyer still remains on the seabed at
Leros. As described by the survivors, RHNS VASILISSA OLGA was cut
in two when she sank, in the area of the engine room. The fore sec-
tion is the most easily recognizable and rests on the seabed on its
starboard side, while a large part is buried in the mud. Seeing the
two large gun turrets, the depth bombs and the shells that are scat-
tered on the seabed, one may think that he can still hear Blessas giv-
ing orders to his officers amid the din of battle. On the starboard
side of the bow there are bronze port-holes and gas masks from the
fire detachment.

The two chimneys have been detached and lie to the portside
beside the main wreck. On them one may see the holes from the bul-
lets fired from the German aircraft. The debris has become a refuge
for the residents of the deep.

In March 1997, the diving team of Kostas Thoktarides, in coop-
eration with the Hellenic Navy and the Municipality of Leros, sal-
vaged 111 items, now displayed in the local Historical and Folklore
Museum.
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Iivaxag Tov KuBepvity Tewpyiov
Mrléooa ané Tov {wypdpo
Liavvy Mopady. TiunOnxe pe
avTaTH EAAVIKG Kot BpETaVIKG
napaonua Ko petd Oavarov
npofjx Oy oTov Babud Tov
Avrimdogpyov. (Navtiké Movoeio
706 EAA&Sog).

Painting of the Commanding
Officer, Georgios Blessas by
Giannis Moralis. He was
decorated with the highest Greek
and British medals, and after his
death was promoted to the rank of
Commander. (Hellenic Maritime
Museum).



