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Zxitoo oV TpoYHAATOV OOON TOV
ITodepuxov Nawtikod. (NawTino
Movgeio tr6 EALddog).

Sketch of the paddle steamer
OTHON, of the Greek Navy.
(Hellenic Maritime Museum).

ITATPIX

To veoohoTato EAANVIKO KpATOG avTIpeTwile oTa péoa Tov 190v
ALV UL OUAVTIKE TTPOKANOT): V& EVWOEL TIG VIOLWTIKEG TIEPLO-
X€G TOV e Ta NIElpwTIKd edan, pe évav tpdmo mov Ba e§umnpe-
TOVOE TOVG KATOIKOVG TOL Kat TTov Ba emétpene tnv avantuvén tod
eunopiov. ITpoketpévov va emrevybel avtodg o 0TOX0G, 1OpVONKE TOV
Iavovdpto Tov 1857 wa atpomAoikn etatpeia pe £dpa tn ZOpo, 1
omnoia ovopdotnke «EAAnvikn AtpomAoia» Kat éuetve oTnv LoTOpia
He To dvopa «Zvptavip. Ta mpdTa aTpdTAOLA TNG VEOOVOTATNG ETAL-
pelag, Ta omoia fTav HAAoTa VEOTEVKTA, NTaV TO EDAIVO BASIAIZZA
THE EAAAAOE (520 Tovwv) kat Ta otdepévia adeA@d TANEAAHNION
Kat YAPA (354 tovwv). ApopoAoynOnkav tov IovAo tov 1857 amno
tov Ietpaud pog Tig Kukhadeg, ta Aipavia tov EvPoikov kat Tov
Moahiako, kaBag kat mpog tnv Iatpa kédvovtag Tov yopo tng Ieho-
novvrioov. To 1858 mapadodnkav aAha dvo vedtevkTa atponola,
Ta aded@d OMONOIA kat KAPTEPIA (565 TOVWYV) Kol TALTOXPOVA 1)
«EN\nvikn Atpomhoiar» enextdOnke otn @eooalovikn, otnv Kprtn,
Kat og Apavia ektog EANadog, oty Tepyéotn kat otnv Kwvota-
vtvounoAn. To 1860 n «EAAnvikn AtpomAoio» mpoxwpnoe o€ véeg
TAPAYYEALEG, AVTH TN QOPA TEOCAPWY ATUOTAOLWV.

To tpoxnAato atpoémAioto KING OTHON mapayyéAOnke to 1859
ota vavmnyeia John Dudgeon, ta omoia pe Tn oelpd Tovg avébeoav
vavmynon Tov ota vavmnyeia Charles Lungley & Co. oto Deptford
Tov otapov Tapeon g AyyAiag. Ta ev Adyw vavmnyeia meptypago-
VTV TOTE WG «Ta 1o AP vawnnyeia otov Tapeon», v ta mhoia
VAUTIYNOTG TOVG eiXav Xapaktnplotei wg «ta afvbiota otdnpd mAoia
Tov Lungley». ITap” 6ha avtd To 1866, kat evd eixav evepyr mapov-
oia avw Twv 50 eTwv, Ta vavnnyeia Charles Lungley & Co. diékoyav
TIG EPYAOLEG TOVG.
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PATRIS

In the middle of the 19th century, the newly established Greek state
was facing a serious challenge: The need to connect the islands of the
archipel between them and with continental Greece, in order to bet-
ter serve the islanders’ transportation needs and allow commerce to
flourish. In order to accomplish this goal, a coastal navigation com-
pany, named Hellenic Steamship Company, that later became known
as the “Syriani”, was founded in January 1857, in Syros. The brand
new steamships of the newly established company were the wooden
VASILISSA TIS ELLADOS (520 tons), and her iron sister ships PANHEL-
LENION and HYDRA (354 tons). They were put into service in July
1857, connecting Piraeus with the Cyclades, the ports of Evoikos
and Maliakos and by the circumnavigation of the Peloponnese, with
Patras. In July 1858, another two newly built ships were delivered:
the sister ships OMONOIA and KARTERIA (565 tons). At the same time
the Hellenic Steamship Company extended its routes to ports out-
side Greece, to Thessaloniki, Crete, Trieste and Constantinople. In
1860, the Hellenic Steamship Company placed another order, this
time for four steamships.

The paddle steamer KING OTHON was ordered in 1859 at the
John Dudgeon shipyard, which assigned her construction to
the shipyard of Charles Lungley & Co. in Deptford on the river
Thames. At the time, this shipyard was described as “the most
capable shipyard of the Thames” and the ships built by them were
characterized as the “Lungley’s unsinkable iron ships”. But in 1866,
in spite of an active presence in the shipbuilding industry of more
than 50 years, the Charles Lungley & Co. shipyards discontinued
their operations.

Paddle ships were not entirely unknown to Greek sailors. In
1826, Greece had commissioned three paddle ships that had been
built in England with the support of Philhellenes. The three ships,
named EPIHEIRISIS, ERMIS and KARTERIA, lived a short life due to

17

T owvidAe G «EAARVIKAG
Atpomdoiag».

The flag of the «Hellenic Steamship
Company»

ZKiTo0 TOV TPOYHAATOV APKAAL
(Navtiko Movoeio t6 EAA&dog).

Sketch of the paddle steamer
ARKADI. (Hellenic Maritime
Museum).



Iivaxag Tov Avrwvy Midévov
(1945) mov ameixoviler Svo
eAnvikd tpoyHlata kot éva
1ot109opo. To TpoynAato a1o
Oedi pépog Tov mivaka Exer

apKeTEG OUOLOTNTEG e TO TTATPIS.

(ZvAdoyr Twva Boppé, Hauavia,).

Painting by Antonis Milanos
(1945), showing two Greek
wooden paddle steamers and a
sailing ship. The wooden paddle
steamer on the right hand side
of the painting has several
similarities with PATRIS.
(Collection of Ionas Vorres,
Paiania).

Zkitoo TOV vavayiov.

Sketch of the shipwreck.

Ta tpoxnAata mhoia Sev HTaV KATL TO EVIEADG AYVWOTO OTOVG
EAMnveg vavtikots. To 1826 to TTolepkd Navtiko eixe evta&et otig
Svvapelg Tov Tpia TpoxNAata mhoia mov eixav vavmnynOei otnyv
Ayyhia pe v viootipiEn OleAfvwv. Ta tpia mAoia, Tov ovo-
Haotnkav EINIXEIPHEIE, EPMHE kat KAPTEPIA dev pakponpépev-
oav, a@ov Aoyw Twv TPOPANHATWYV IOV AVTILETOTILOAY OTIG HNXd-
VEG TOVG, 0dnyndnkav ovvtopa oe mapomAiopo. Opwg n emagr Twv
EAvov pe ta tpoxnAata atpomhota dev otapdtnoe ekel o 1837,
vavmnyndnke otov vavotadpo tov IIdpov, vo Ty emonteia Tov
vavmnyo0 I'. Topnddn, To TpoxnAato atuomAolo OOQN, eKTOTIOHA-
106 430 TOVWV, To omoio kat apadodnke oto IToheukd Navtiko.
To eyyeipnua oté@Onke pe emrvyia, av AdBet Kaveig LIOYN TOL OTL
T0 AOLO TPOOPEPE TIG VTINPETiEG TOL Tl TPelg deKAETIEG, EXOVTAG
HetovopaoTel To 1862 o€ AGHNAL

To oka@og KING OTHON vavmnynnke and atodAt, evad ylo Ty
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210 pRypa ToU vavayiov.

At the shipwreck’s rupture point.

problems with their propulsion plant and were soon laid up. How-
ever, contact of the Greeks with paddle steamers did not end there.
In 1837, at the naval shipyard of Poros, under the supervision of
ship builder G. Tombazis, a 430 ton, wooden paddle steamship,
named KING OTHON had been built and delivered to the Hellenic
Navy. The venture had proved successful, with the ship offering her
services for three consecutive decades, renamed ATHINAI in 1862.

The hull of the new KING OTHON was built of steel, and pro-
pelled by two side-fitted paddle wheels, in combination with sails
on her two masts. Her two coal boilers, installed fore and aft of
the engine room, produced steam that through piping, ended
up in two cylinders, moving one piston in each one, powering a
crankshaft and turning the respective wheel. KING OTHON was
launched in March 1860 on the River Thames and was delivered
that same year.
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npowOnor| Tov xpnotponowOnkav §ho Tpoxoi 0TI TAEVPES TOV, O
ovvOLAOO (e Ta toTia oL épepe aTa Vo katdptia Tov. Ot dvo
A€PNTEG, OL OTIOIOL TAV EYKATEGTNHEVOL EUTPOG KAl THOW ATO TO
HNXAVOOTAGLO, TTAPTYAYAV ATUO TTOL TTPOEPXOTAV ATO TNV KADOT
avBpaka. O atpdg péoa and cwANVWoeLG KATEANYE 0g €vay KOALV-
dpo, mov voxpéwve éva TOTOVL va KivnBel kat pe TN oelpd Tov va
KIVI|OEL TOV 6TPOPANO TIOL TiepLEoTpepe ToV kdbe Tpoxo. To KING
OTHON kafeAkvotnke ota vepd Tov Tapeon tov Mdptio Tov 1860
Kat TapeAneOn to idio étog.

XapakTnpLloTka:

K.O.X: 641

Awotaoelg: 68,3 x 8,4 .
Mnyxavég: 2 Tpoxoi, 175 inmwv.

Tavtoxpova mapayyéAOnke oto idlo vavmnyeio éva opolo Tpoxn-

H apiorepy] mAevpd Tov IIATPIS.

PATRIS portside.
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Tunua Tov 10700 T0 0M0i0
Bpioxerar arov fvbo apiotepd
and 1o vavdylo.

Part of the mast lying on the
bottom, portside of the shipwreck.

Specifications:

G.R.T.: 641

Dimensions: 68.3 x 8.4 m.
Machinery: 2 paddle-wheels, 175 HP.

At the same time, an identical paddle steamship, the QUEEN AMALIA,
was ordered at the same shipyard. Upon her delivery to the Hellenic
Steamship Company, she was renamed EUNOMIA. On 21 June 1871,
and while EUNOMIA was sailing between Hydra and Spetses, a fire
broke out from a gunpowder explosion, which resulted in 23 casu-
alties. The ship was soon repaired, renamed IRIS, and continued to
sail for decades to come.

After King Othon’s departure from Greece, the KING OTHON was
renamed PATRIS in order to erase any connections with the former
monarch. Unfortunately, this attempt by the Hellenic Steamship Com-
pany did not yield the expected results, since lack of experience in
the management of this type of business, led to serious mistakes that
caused great financial loss to the company. The results of misman-
agement and errors came to the surface in 1860, the year that PATRIS
was built, with the company presenting annual losses of 300 thou-
sand drachmae. In 1869, the company had accumulated liabilities that
exceeded the amount of five million drachmae, despite the fact that it
operated in a protected environment (the company enjoyed the priv-
ilege of being the only company in coastal navigation and was receiv-
ing state subsidies). These liabilities had earned the Hellenic Steam-
ship company a very bad reputation, to the point of endangering its
very existence.

It was in this negative climate that PATRIS operated for 8 years. The
domestic lines that the nine ships of the Hellenic Steamship Company
operated on, were the following: Peloponnesus, Evoikos and Maliakos
bay, Argolikos bay, Kalamaki, Corinthian bay, Ionian Islands (Hep-
tanisa), Akarnania, Cyclades. Keeping the scheduled timetables was
never punctual, as the time of stay in each port depended on the vol-
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Mia ovppagt pwToypAPIOY
avaSeikvier T otlovéta Tov
ITATPIZ.

A compilation of photos brings out
the silhouette of the PATRIS.

Aato atpdmAoto, To QUEEN AMELIA To omoio, 6tav 8§00nke otnv
«EXAnvikn AtpomAoiar, petovopudotnke oe EYNOMIA. 211G 21 Iov-
viov 1871, evw To EYNOMIA £€mhee petafd Ydpag kat Znetowv, ekdn-
AwBnke mupkaytd n onoia TpokAnOnke amod ékpnén mupitdag, pe
anotéAeopa va xaoovv tn {wij Tovg 23 avBpwmot. To mhoio cVvTopa
EMOKEVAOTNKE Kal HETOVOUAOTNKE O€ IPIE, ovveyifovtag va taft-
devel kat TIG emdpeveg dekaeTie.

Metd tn vyn Tov O0wva, To KING OTHON UETOVOUAOTNKE O
IIATPIZ, mpokelpévov va anakeipbel kdbe ovvdeon pe Tov mpwnv
Movapyn. Avotvxwg n mpoonaBeta tng «EAANvikig Atpomho-

Tag» 8ev amédwaoe TOVG EMSLWKOHEVOVG KAPTIOVG, QoL 1) EAAELYT

gumelpiag TG 610iKNONG 08 AVTOV TOV VEO TUTO VAVTIKAG ETIXEL-
pnong odnynoe oe onuavtika A&dn mov {nuiwoav tnv etapeia.
To anotéAeopa g kakodiayeipiong kat Twv Aabwv frav to 1860,
XPOVLA vavTynong tov ITATPIZ, 1) eTaLlpEia VA TAPOVOLACEL ETT)-
oteg {nutég 300 xthadwv Spaxpwv. To 1869 n etatpeia eixe cwpev-
oel mabnTikd mov vmepEPatve Ta MEVTE EKATOHUVPLA SPAXUES,
Tapd To OTL AelToVpYyNOE HETA O€ £€VA TTPOOTATEVTIKO TTEPLPAA-
Aov 1600 ylati eiXe TO ATOKAELOTIKO TIPOVOLLO GTNV AKTOTAO(A,
000 Kal SLOTL deXOTAV TLVEXWG KPATIKEG emiyopnynoets. OAa ta
TapaTavw eixav mpokaléoet apvnTikd oxoAa katd tng «EAAD-
VikiG Atponhoiagy, pe anotéheopa va tifetat {rnpa vrapéng 1
Hn, TNG eTaLpEiag.

Méoa 0" avtd 10 apvnTikd kAipa tagideve emi okTw €Tn TO
ITATPIZ. Ot ypapupés e0wTEPIKOL TTOV KAALTITAV TOTE Ta EVVEQ
mAoia tnG «EANANvikng Atpomhoiag» ftav ot e€ng: Ilelomovvrioov,
EvPoikot kat Maliakol kOAmov, Apyolikov koATov, Kalapakiov,
KoptvBiaxkov koAmov, Entavioov, Akapvaviag kat KuvkAddwv. O
XpOvog ektéleong tov kdbe Spopoloyiov kaboptlotav kvpiwg
anmod TOV XpOVO TAPAUOVAG 0TO K&Oe Alpdvt, KATL TO omoio HTav
0€ OLVAPTNOT [LE TOV OYKO TOV QOPTIOL TIOV £TPETIE VAL LETAPEP-
Oei amo kat mpog 1o mMhoio. H 8¢ petagopd tov poptiov alld kat
TV emPatwv yvotav anod Papkdpndes, evad To mAoio mapépeve
apddo kat avto ylati dev vIpPXAV OL ATapAiTHTEG AUEVIKES EYKA-
TAOTAOELG.
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H m\wpaio Tonpviépa.

The fore chimney.

ume of cargo that had to be on and offloaded. The ship remained at
anchor and both cargo and passengers had to be carried to and from
the shore by boat, because the necessary port installations for berth-
ing of the ships were non-existent.

The loss of the ship

PATRIS set sail on February 20, 1868 from Piraeus for one more trip
to Syros, carrying cargo and some 500 passengers. Her captain for
that trip was N. G. Aggelikaras. N. Aggelikaras was not just any Cap-
tain; he had served as captain of the paddle steamer ARKADI, and had
distinguished himself for her action during the Cretan Revolution
of 1866. ARKADI had been built in the USA from donations of Greek
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O 8e€166 Tpoyd.

The starboard side wheel.

210 KaTdOTPpWUN TOV ITATPIS.
Awaxpivetou Kot ) amokoAdnon
TWV EAXOUETWY.

On the deck of PATRIS.
The detached plates are visible.

H anwAeia Tov mAoiov

To IATPIE ekivnoe otig 20 PePpovapiov 1868 and tov Iletpad yia
éva axopn ta&idt e mpoopiopd tn Zpo, HeTapépovtag @opTio Kat
nepinov 500 emPateg. [Thoiapydg Tov o avtd to ta&idt frav o N. T.
Ayyehikdpag, o omoiog dev frav éva Tuyaio npocwmo. Eixe vimpe-
toet wg [T olapyog oTo emiong TpoxRAato atuomlolo APKAAIL To
omoio StakpiOnke yia tn dpdon tov kata v Kpntikr Enavaotaon
Tov 1866. To APKAAI eixe vavnnynOei otig HIIA pe dwped EANR-
V@V OHOYEVAOV KAl XPTOLHOTIOL ONKE Yo TV AMOHAKPLVOT TIPOoPU-
ywV, KaBdg Kat ylo Tn HETAPOPE TUPOUAYIKWY Kat eBEAoVTWY TTpog
evioyvon tov enavaotatwv. Adyw Tng IKavoTNTag Tov va Staped-
yet and alkemaAAnhovg kivévuvovg, ot pev EXAnveg to xapaktrpt-
oav «&tpwtox, ot de Tovpkot To ovopacav «dtapordmAolo». Katd
10 dékato Tpito Tagidt Tov, 0TI 22 Maiov 1867 kat pe KvBepvitn
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expatriates and was used to evacuate refugees and to transfer ammu-
nition and volunteers to reinforce the rebel forces. Due to her abil-
ity to always escape danger, the Greeks called her “invincible” while
the Turks called her “devil ship”. On her thirteenth trip, on May 22,
1867, under the command of Aggelikaras, she had met two Turk-
ish cruisers with which she had engaged when three other hostile
warships appeared. In order to avoid them, ARKADI, at flank speed,
sought refuge at the Greek island of Antikythira, where the Turkish
warships blockaded her. Before the Hellenic Government’s protests
had any chance to bear result, Aggelikaras managed to escape the
Turkish ships and sail to Syros. A few months later, in August 1867,
under another captain, ARKADI was run aground and destroyed,
while attempting, once more, to break the blockade in Crete.

On the night of February 23, 1868, while PATRIS was sailing less
than a mile off Kea, she encountered a storm, which reduced visibil-
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Tov Ayyelikapa, ouvavtnoe 00 ToVpKIKA KATAdPOLKA e Ta OTola
eixe epmhakel, otav eppaviotnkav aAa tpia exOpikd molepuka. Ia
va Stauyet Tov kivduvo To APKAAIL avéntue taybTnta Kat Katé-
QLYe oTa AvTIKOONpa, OTTOL OHWG T TOVPKLKA TTAOLA TO ATTEKAELTQLY.
[Tptv n Srapaptupia tng EAAnvikng KvBépvnong ¢épet amotéleoua,
0 Ayyelikapag mETuxe pe KatdAANAovg XelpLopovg va Slaomdoet Ta
TOVPKIKA Ao Kal Vo katamAevoet oTr Zopo. Aiyovg piveg apyo-
Tepa, TOV AUyovoTo Tov 1867 kat vto AAAn mAolapyia, TO APKAAI
Kataotpdenke otnv Kprtn katd tn Siapketa piag amootoAng dia-
OTaoNG TOL TOVPKIKOD amokAetopov tng Kpnng.

To Bpadv tng 23ng OePpovapiov 1868, kat evw to TIATPIE Bpt-
oKOTAV Atyotepo amd éva pilt €€w and v Kéa, Ppédnke avripé-
TWTO pe i katatyida 1 omoia pelwoe TepaLTépw TNV 0pATOTNTA,
yeYovog mov vroxpéwoe Tov ITAoiapxd Tov va pelwoet TaxdTnTAL

210 E0WTEPIKO TOV Vavayiov.

Inside the shipwreck.
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ity, forcing the ship’s captain to reduce her speed. Suddenly, the night
watch notified the bridge that they had come too close to land. The
captain ordered a hard turn to starboard and both engines to stop
and reverse. But before the steamer could respond to the maneu-
vers, she hit on Koundouros reef, less than a mile south-west of the
island of Kea, having deviated 7 nautical miles from her planned
course. In a first attempt to disembark, obviously under panic, part
of the crew took the life boats and left for land where they aban-
doned them. N. Aggelikaras immediately took action to return the
boats to the stricken ship and all passengers abandoned her safely.
PATRIS remained stuck on the reef for several hours, allowing for no
casualties and even for the salvage of most of the passengers’ posses-
sions. At around 11 oclock next morning, the ship broke in two, with
her stern sinking immediately, and her bow following shortly after.
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Eowtepixn dmoyn Tov mpvpvaiov
TUNUATOG.

Inside view of the aft section.

Ea@vika n voxteptviy fdpdia eldomoinoe tn yépupa OTL eiyav mAn-
oldoet oA kovtd otny Enpd. O IMhoiapxog Siétage atpogn Sefla
Kat Tig V0 pnyaveg «kpdte kat «omobev». IIpv dpws To atuo-
TIAOLO UTIOPEDEL VO AVTATIOKPLOEL 0" AVTEG TIG KLVT|OELG, TPOTEKPOVOE
otov vgaho Tov Kobvdovpov, AydTtepo amod €va pikt votiodutikd
6 Kéag, éxovtag amokAivel katd 7 vavTikd pikia and tnv mpoPAe-
TOHEVT TTopeia Tov. Ze fa TpTn mpoondbela amoPipacpov Twv
emPatav and 1o MAoio, LEPOG TOV TANPWUATOG IPOPAVWG VTIO TNV
ennpela mavikov, emPiaotnke oTig owoiPieg AépBoug kat amoPipa-
otnke otnv §npd 6mov kat 1§ eykatéhenye. O N. Ayyehikdpag mpo-
BN €yKalpa OTIG ATAUTOVEVEG EVEPYELEG KaL OL AEpPOL EMETTPEY QALY
oto AaPwpévo mhoio, To omoio eykatéhenyav OAot ot emPateg pe
aoc@aleta. To ITATPIS mapépelve TpooKOAANHEVO TOV DPalo yla
APKETEG WPEG, KATL IOV CLVETENEDE GTO VoL Uy vITdpEovy avBpwni-
veg anwAeteg aAAd kat 0To va Stacwhovv apkeTd and Ta vdpyo-
vta twv enPatwv. [Opw oTig 11 To mpwi, To TAoio kOMNKe og dVo
TUApata pe anotéleopa va BubioTel apéowd n TPOVN TOV Kat TPELS
WPeG apyoTepaA 1 TAWPT TOV.

2ty éxBeon mov vréPale petd to atvyxnua o IMAoiapxog Tov
TTATPIZ, tapéOeoe pe AemTopépELa Ta YEYOVOTA:

[...Aveywprioauey Thv 201v TpéyovTog nuépaw Ipitny kot wpay 61y
. peonupPpiav kar epBaoapey eig o Zovviov, anééw and to Inidov-
povHoo, pe Gvepov yanviaiov. M. dpws ékAive mpog Bpoxnv tnv 10
Y% édwoa Ty mopeia Z. Y4 ., v 10 Y2 0 kaupdG HipyLoe va oKoTIviadH,
107e Siétada TNV odiydarevary Tov atpod, v 11 10 0K6TOG NVENCE,
kot ou mAnoiov Enpai katéoTnoay apaveis, Ty 11 % Ppoxh paydaie
Kot 0 &vepos M. Suvatds, thv 11 % o okomdg aviyyeide Enpav ko
apéows Siétada atpoenv mpog T Sekik ovyypbévws Se Siétada Tnv
kp&THow NG PnXavhs ko THv omobodpounory, aArd SvoTvyws To
mAoiov poaékpovae emi Tivog vpAov TG vijoov Kéag katd T Oéory
Kovvtovpo onws emAnpopopnOnuev 1o mpwi. BAémwv Aoimdv tote
011 m&oa poonaBeia mepautépw HTov advvatos dix Ty Sidkowory Tov
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In his report after the accident, the captain of PATRIS narrates:

[... We set sail on the 20th of the current month, Tuesday at around
six in the afternoon and arrived at Sounio, off Gaidouronisi, in a slight
westerly wind but it was about to rain; at around 10 % I ordered course
due East; at 10 ¥ it started to get dark, so I gave the order to lessen steam;
at 11 hours, darkness increased and nearby shores were not visible; at 11
Y5 strong rain and strong West wind; at 11 % the watch saw land ahead
and I immediately ordered a hard turn to starboard and the engines
to stop and go into reverse, but unfortunately the ship hit on a reef off
the island of Kea at the position of Koundouros as we were informed in
the morning. I saw then that any further effort to save the ship would
be impossible, so in order to save the passengers I ordered to lower the
ship’s boats, but some of the sailors and passengers jumped in the boats
and left for the shore; However I had kept the Gig. Seeing that the boats
were not coming back, I ordered the Gig to be lowered and I put in it the

Kamove. Zro f&bog diaxkpivetau
ayv& T0 IPWPAio TUNUA.

Davit. In the background the fore
section of the ship.
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H npduvn tov HATPIS.

The stern of PATRIS.

mhoiov, evioyoAOny eig i Sikowory Twv emPatwy, ko SiéTala va
katafifaoovy Tag AéuPovs Tov aTudmAoion, aAd& TIVES TWY VAUTWY,
kabwg keu Twy emPatay, eioenndnoay eig Tag AéuPovs kot avexwpn-
oo, eiyov dpws kpatroer Tov KéAnta. BAémwv 011 o1 AéuPor Sev eai-
vovto, Siétada va katafifdowor Tov KéAnta kou emti avtot éBata Tov
vavkAnpov kot Tov mhoiapyov ©. Kioooév, 0mws emotpéywory pe Tag
aAag AéuPovs kau owow Tovs emPares. H Aéufog mepi tnv mpawtn
wpav [1.M. épBaoe eig Tnv Enparv kou evpovoa Tag Aéufoug, Tag épepe
™Y 2av Wpay ki Hpxioe 1 anofifaois Twv empPatwy, xAA& To mAoiov
éxhete mpog To médayos. Tote poPnbeic un TvxOV yaddon n mpwpa Ko
pov avoilel eig To médayog, épprya Tag §vo dykvpag dnws To mAoio
KpaTH T €L THG VPEAOV Kot 00TwS owboipey.

At AéuPor e€axolovBovoay v epyaciav Twv SievBuvipevor vé
70V K. vavkApov kot Tov Evdovpyod. O 8¢ mhoiapyos Kiooaé éuet-
vev g Ty Enpay dua eiyov pOioer pe Tov KéAyta, 0by #rTov mape-
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boatswain and Captain Th. Kiosses, ordering them to return with the
other boats to save the passengers. At around 1 a.m. the Gig touched
shore and having found the other lifeboats, brought them back at 2 am
and disembarkation of the passengers started. However the ship had
started to list. So, afraid that the bow would be destroyed and the ship
would slip off the reef, I dropped both anchors in order to keep the ship
on the reef and save us.

The boats continued to work under the directions of the boatswain
and the carpenter. Captain Kiosses stayed ashore after he arrived there
with the Gig and eventually persuaded the sailors who had stayed there
to return for help. At 4.30 we took out all the passengers except for cap-
tain Ioannis Damianos who was executing his duties with courage, and
three sailors, all of them engineers. At 5 oclock the bow mast fell and then
we went with the captain and saved the passengers’ belongings from the
second class while the crew were trying to save the passengers’ furniture.
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To ndéAio Tov IIATPIS Topapéver
oTpappévo «6ho Sekidr.

The rudder remains turned “hard
to starboard”.

Kkivnoe Tovg vavTag Tovg pévovtes ééw va EABwary eig fonBetay. Ty
4 % efyadapev 0dovg Tovg emPates ke v éuervay mapd o mAoi-
apyos kUpLog Iwdvvyg Aaptavig o omoiog eéetéder o kabrKov Tov
pe {hrov, kau Tpeic vaiTau, kau ot Tpei pnyavikoi. Ty 5nv émecev o
L0TOG THG TIPWPAS, TOTE EMNYAUEY UETE TOV TAOLEPXOV KXl E0WOX-
Hev TovG ypovmovs amd tHy devtépav Béory To de mANpwu KaTe-
yiveTo €16 TV Sikowory Twv eminAwy Twv emPatwy. Tnv 6nv wpa
0 &vepog €yive SuvaTog, kot To Huiov mAoiov efvbiody, ovy fTTOV
nueic xareywwueda eig Tny dikowory Twv emimAwv. Ty 7nv @pav
NG mpwiag 11 2116 éoTeida Tovg pnyavikovs. Tyy 8nv wpa Oe PAE-
v 071 1] MEPAUTEPW S1apov] pag HTo Setvi, Kat ekvOVVEVOUEY Vi
anwleaOwuev, mapélafov Tov vmomAoiapyov Kat TOVG VITOAOITTOVG
vavtag kot emPiaoOnuev eig v Enpéy, omov foav kau o1 emPaTa,
&1 Tag 11 10 mhoiov ediyoToundy, ko n mpouvn efvbioln auéowg,
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H mAapn tov vavayiov.

The shipwreck’s bow.

At 6 oclock the wind got stronger and half the ship sank, nonetheless, we
continued to work, salvaging the furniture. At 7 oclock in the morning
of the 21st, I sent the engineers away. At 8 oclock, seeing that prolong-
ing out stay was dangerous and that we were risking our lives, I took the
lieutenant and the other sailors and went ashore, where the passengers
had assembled; at 11 otlock the ship was cut in two and the stern sank
immediately, only the bow remained. At 2 p.m. the bow foundered too
and disappeared and then came the authorities of Kea, i.e. the mayor,
and the justice, to whom I exposed the incident...]

As expected, at the time, the shipwreck of PATRIS made the news-
papers. Newspaper “AVGI” reports on 24 February 1868: “Major acci-
dent announced yesterday in the capital. The most beautiful steamer
of the Greek steamship company, PATRIS, en route from Piraeus to
Syros, fell on a reef outside Kea, broke in two and was lost at sea.”

It is interesting to note in the articles of that period, the attitude
of the press, especially when compared to that, after recent tragedies

Ot kadéveg Tov TIATPIS
SempofdArovy amd Ta xia.

The anchor chains extending from
the ship’s hawsets.
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210 mpwpaio kUT0G SiakpivovTa

The frames are visible in the fore

éuerve 8e  mpwpa. Eig T 2 M.M. eovvtpioOn ko n mpwpa ko €€n-
paviody, kat’ exeivny TRV oTiyunv épbaoay kot ar apyai i Kéag
1oL 0 Snpapxos, 0 Mpevapyxys kot o eipnvodikyg, €1G TOVG 0MT0i0VG
e&é0eoa T0 MEPIOTATIKOV... |

Onwg frav avapevouevo, To vavdylo Tov IIATPIS anacX0Anoe
TG epnpepideg tng emoxne. Etot, otnv epnpepida «AYTH» oTig 24
DePpovapiov 1868 avagépetat: «Méya Svotvxnua avayyéAon
x0¢eg e1¢ TNV Mpwtevovoav. To wpatdtepov atpdmAoLOV TNG ENANVL-
KNG atpomAoikng etatpiag, n «Ilatpicr, petaPaivov ek Ietpawg eig
Z0pov, ektOTnoeV enti vVealov eEwbev g Kéag kat Steppayév anw-
AéaOnp».

AvTo mov pokalel evllagépov ota SnpoctevpaTa TG EMOXNS
elvatl n 0tdon mov kpAtnoe o TUTOG e1dtka 8e av TO GUYKpPIvOLpLE
HE TT OTAOT IOV €XEL KPATHOEL OE TIPOCPATEG VAVTIKEG TPAYWIEC.
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at sea. The following phrase, published in the newspaper of Hermou-
polis “Astir ton Kykladon” is characteristic: To remember the maxim
of our ancestors Land is faithful, the sea is not we must be cautious in
expressing any opinion about shipwrecks, and be sure that we fulfill
our duty as impartial journalists and unbiased citizens.

The investigation that followed was carried out in the same spirit,
attributing the shipwreck to a fortuitous event and not finding fault
with the captain.

The Hellenic Steamship Company used the emotion that the ship-
wreck of PATRIS had caused, in order to reverse the aforementioned
negative climate that existed against it. However, the structural prob-
lems of the company were not resolved, so its decline continued until
1892 when the company finally declared bankruptcy, having accu-
mulated losses of 32 million drachmae.

Eva taéidi atov ypévo.

A journey in time.
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O 0e€i66 tpox6s. Eivau eppaveic
o1 faoeis mkvw 0TI 0TOIES HTAY
&Adote otepewpévn pra Eolivy
elappid vEpKATATKEVY IOV
k&AvmTe TO MAVW PEPOG TOV
1p0)00.

The starboard wheel. The bases
upon which the light wooden
superstructure that once covered
the upper part of the wheel are
visible.

XapakTnpLoTIKN €ival 1] TapaKATw TPOTAOT) IOV SNHOCLEVTKE OTNV
epnepida tng Eppovnoing «Aotrp twv Kukhadwv»: [...EvOvpovpe-
vol 8¢ To TwV TPOYOVWV AOYLOV «TUOTOV 1 Y1), dmoTov 1) Bdhacoo»
Bé\opev eiobe pétprol eig maoav mepi Twv vavayiwv kpioty, menot-
00teg, 0TLekmAnpoLUeY kKaBKOV amaBolg dnpoctoypdov Kkat ale-
pOAnmTOL TOALTOV...]

210 1810 vevpa KivOnke TpoPavwg Kat 1) €pgvva OV aKOAoD-
Onoe, n omoia anédwoe To vavdylo ae Tvxaio Yeyovog kat dev emép-
ptye evBOveg otov IThoiapyo.

H «EXAnvikr AtpomAoio» ekpetalAevdTnke Tn ovykivnon mov
TIPOKANETE TO VAV AYLO TOV TTATPIZ, TPOKELUEVOD VA AVACTPEYEL TO
apvnTkd KAipa mov mpoavagépape. AnAadn o,Tt eixe dnpovpyn-
Oei e1g Papog nG. QoTtd00 Ta dopka TpoPArHata TG eTatpeiag dev
A0OnKay, pe anotéheopa va ovvexioel T gBivovoa mopeia TnG, uéxpt
7oL To 1892 krjpue mTwxevLON £X0VTAG CLOOWPELTEL {NHLEG LYOLG
32 ekatoppvpiwy dpayuwv.

To vavayio ofpepa

H npdoBaon oto onpeio Tov vavayiov eival Suvatr povo pe TAwTo
Héoo. O vparog Kovvdovpog eivar extebelpévog oe OAovg Tovg avé-
HoVG, ANV Tov avatoAkov. To vavaylo Ppioketat 6To SUTIKO Tpa-
VEG TOV VPANOV Kat elval Xwplopévo ae Vo TurpaTa, Ta onoia Bpi-
okovtat og fabog amd 30 £wg 55 pétpa. H opatdtnta 0t ovykekpt-
Hévn meploxn eivat ToAY kar, ovviBwg peyakvtepn and 20 pétpa,
EVW OVYVA ETUKPATOVV LoXVpa Bopeta vtoBaldoota pedparta.

To MAwp1o TpRHA TOV Vavayiov, piKovg epimov 25 pétpwy, Bpi-
oketat og fdBog 30 €wg 38 pétpa, akovumiopévo otov fubod oty
aplotepr| TAevpd Tov e kAion 90 potpwv. Tpripata Twv eAaopaTwY
™G Tpomdag éxovv anokoAAnOei, katt mov emPePatwver Tn Pioun
TPOOKPOLOT 0TOV VParo. ATtd Ta dkia TG TAwpnG EempoPariovy
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H 8¢k mhevpd Tov mpupvaiov
TUNUATOG.

The starboard side of the aft

section.

The shipwreck today

Access to the site of the shipwreck is possible only by boat. Koundou-
ros reef is exposed to all winds but from the East. The shipwreck lies
on the west slope of the reef and is divided in two parts, at a depth of
30 to 55 meters. Visibility in this particular area is very good, often
greater than 20 meters and there are usually strong North under-
water currents.

The shipwrecK’s forward section, 25 meters long, lies at a depth
of 30 to 38 meters, leaning on the bottom on the portside, with a list
of 90 degrees. Part of the keel’s plating has detached, which proves
the violence of the impact with the reef. The ship’s anchor chains
extend from the hawsers to the two British Admiralty type anchors
that lie on the seabed, at a short distance from the shipwreck. The
former wooden decks of the ship have rotted away and the frames

To KaTdoTPWHUX TOV TIPWPXAIOV
TUNUATOG.

The fore-deck.



To onjueio mpboKPOVEHS OTOV VYA

The point of impact on Koundouros

ot kadéveg Tov TAoiov, ot 0TIoiEG KATAANYOLV OTIG TOTTOV BpeTavt-
KOV vavapxeiov dykvpeg ot omoieg kal PpiokovTal og pkpr ano-
otaon ano to vavayto. Ta dAlote EDAva kataoTpwpata Tov mhoiov
¢xovv amoovvtedei kat ebkoAa dtakpivovTat ot vopeig mov Statpov-
oav 1o kUToG Tov. Tprpa and Tig kapPwTég Aapapiveg Tov Tuluéva
ToL MAoiov éxet emiong amokoAAnOei kau akovpna kabeta otov fubo
vnoPaotalopevo amod to petaikd okeleto. Ilepvavtag péoa and
To avolypata Tov peTaAAIKOD okeAETOV, 0 SUTNG pnopei va Otetodv-
0€L0TO E0WTEPLKO TOV VAV AYiov, OTIOV UTtopei va deL ToTnpLa, UIov-
KAALQL, KEPAULKA Kat TOpoeAdVIVa 0KeD e To AoyoTumo TG «EAAN-
VIKIG ATpomAolagy.

Ze opllovTia anootaon 50 pETpwy voTioTepa and To TAWPLO
TUAHQ, PPLOKETAL TO TPLUVALO TUALA TOV VAVAYIOV, HKOVG Tepi-
mov 43 pétpwv. To TuRua avtd Ppioketal 0TO KATNPOPIKO TPAVEG
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that divided the ship’s hold are easily distinguished. Part of the ship’s
keel riveted plates have also detached and stand upright on the sea-
bed, supported by the metal frame. Passing through the gaps of the
metal frame, a diver may go inside the shipwreck and see glasses,
bottles, pottery and porcelain cutlery with the logo of the Hellenic
Steamship Company.

At a distance of 50 meters to the south from the bow section
lies the aft section of the shipwreck, which is approximately 43
meters long. It lies on the downhill slope of the reef, at a depth
of 30 to 55 meters. The ship’s rudder is turned hard to starboard,
as described by the captain of PATRIS, Aggelikaras in his report.
Evidently, there is no propeller since for her propulsion, the ship
relied exclusively on her two side wheels. We may see the rud-
der’s pneumatic mechanism consisting of a two piston system. Just
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Tov vPAarov kat og dBo¢ 30 éwg 55 pétpa. To mndaAio Tov mhoiov
elvat otpappévo 8e€Ld, £tot Owg To TEpLEypave atny kbeor| Tov
o IThoiapxog tov ITATPIE N. Ayyehikdpag. IIpogavag dev vrdp-
Xet Tpoméda a@ol To TMAOLO KIVEITO amokAelOTIKA and Tovg Vo
TAEVPLKOVG TPOXOVG. ALAKPIVETAL O TTVEVHATIKOG UNXAVIOUOG TOV
nmmdakiov mov amoteleito and éva ovotnua dvo epforwv. Aiyo
TILO VW KATATIPUHA Elval opatd Ta Téooepa mapabvpa, Ta omoia
TPOOCPEPOVV OTITIKI ETAPT| [LE TO ECWTEPIKO TNG TTPOUVNG. ZTO TIPVL-
HVaio KATAOTpWHA TO OTTOI0 TAV KAl TO VYNAOTEPO TOL KapaPLov,
elvat opatd Tunpata and ta péAta Kabwe Kat Ta OKTW KATOVIa anod
Ta omoia kaBehkvotnkav ot AépBol Tov OKAPOVG. AUEOWS UMpo-
0T4 amod To TPpLpvVaio KataoTpwia éxet dnpovpyndel Eva Stdpnkeg
priypa mov mpokAnOnke ano tn 0¢on oty onoia éxet emkabioet To
vavaylo atov Puo. ZvveyiCovtag Tnv katddvon mpog Ta TAwpa
Kol KOLTWVTAG HEOA ATtO TA avolypaTa Tov £XEL AQT|OEL 1] ATO-
ovvBeomn tov EOAVOL KATAGTPWHATOG, HTopovpE va Stakpivovpe
ToUG AEPNTEC Kat AAa e€apTrpATA TOV UNXAVIOHOV TIPOWOTG TOV
mAoiov, OTIwG Tov 6TpoParopopo afova kabwg kat peydAn Toco-
ta and opuktd kapBovvo. O deflog TpoxOS Mapapéver akdpa
ot 0¢on Tov kat anotelel To To evliagépov Béapa Tng Katddv-
one. [Mwpa kat tpdua and tig B¢oelg TWV TPOXWV eival EPPAVEG
ot Pdoelg Tavw oTI§ omoieg NTav dANote otepewpévn pa EOAVN
eAAPPLA VTIEPKATAOKEVT] TTOV KAAVTITE TO TAVW LEPOG TOV kdbe
Tpoxov. O aploTepds TPOXOG, 0 0T0i0G eixe amokoAAnOei, avelkD-
otnke 10 2007, mapdAAnAa pe TV oAokAnpwaon Twv vIToPpOXIwWY
yuplopatwy yia to vrokipavtép «Ilatpigr, ta omoia eixav Eekt-
vioet and tov OktwPplo tov 2006. O Tpoxos, Papovg 15 tOVwY,
kabwg kat Stagopa aAAa evprpata extibevtal oto Blopnyaviko
Movozeio G Z0pov. Zto AANOTE KVPiWG KATACTPWHA TOV TTAOiOV
napapével 6plo pe eda@pld kAion éva Tufpa amo To Eva govydpo
Tov ITATPIZ, eV TUNHA TOV SDTEPOV POVYAPOV gival TEGUEVO OTO
kataotpwpa. Teheiwvovtag tny katadvon, Tavovpe 0To onpeio
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above and to the aft of this mechanism, there are four windows
that offer a view to the inside of the stern. On the aft deck, which
was the ship’s highest deck, one may see parts of the rails and the
eight davits from which the ship’s boats had been lowered in 1868.
A longitudinal gap has formed just forward of the aft deck, result-
ing from the final position that the shipwreck took on the sea bot-
tom. As we continue the dive forward and look inside through
the gaps of the wooden deck, we may see the boilers and other
parts of the ship’s propulsion system, such as the crank-shaft, and
a large quantity of coal. The starboard wheel remains in place and
is the most interesting item in the dive to see. Fore and aft of the
wheels, are the bases of a wooden superstructure that once sup-
ported and covered the upper side of each wheel. The port wheel
—-which had been detached- was salvaged in 2007, when under-
water filming for the documentary “PATRIS”, which had begun
in October 2006, were completed. The wheel, weighting 15 tons,
together with many other items from the shipwreck, is exhibited
in the Industrial Museum of Syros. On the main deck of the ship,
part of one of her funnels remains standing, slightly listing, while
part of the second funnel lies fallen on the deck. Completing the
dive, we reach the point where the ship broke in two. There, the
results of the great forces that were exercised on the ship’s plating,
leading to her sinking to the bottom of the Aegean Sea are evi-
dent. Portside of the shipwreck we can see the remains of one of
the wooden masts of PATRIS.

41

Ta mpvpvaia mapaBupa,
XOPAKTHPIOTIKE THG VOUTIHYIKNG
TEYVOTPOTTIOG THG ETTOXTG.

The aft windows, characteristic of
naval architectural style of that

period.



To kaT&OTPWHUX YE THY
TOLVIEPX KOl TOV TPOYO VX
Swaxpivetou oto fdBog.

The deck with the chimney and
the paddle wheel visible in the
background.

dyotopnong Tov mAoiov, 61OV eival 0paTd T ATOTEAEOHATA TWV
HeydAwv duvdpewv mov efaoknOnkav ota ehdopata tov mhoiov,
Aiyo mptv katamovtiotei otov fuBo Tov Aryaiov. Xtov PvBo api-
0TEPA ATO TO VAV AYLO SLAKPIVOVTAL TA ATTOHELVAPLA EVOG ATIO TOVG
EOALVOUG 10TOVG TOV TIATPIS.

Tooo o vparog Kovvdovpog, 600 kat To vavdylo Tov ITATPIS
o@vlovv and {wr. To vavdylo Tov IATPIE, éXOVTAG TTAPALEIVEL
otov PvBo yla meplocoTepa and 130 xpovia, €xel petatpamei o Eva
TEXVNTO VPANO TTOV OVYKeEVTpWVEL 0XeGOV OAN 1 Badoota {wr) Tng
Heooyetakng Promotkilotntag. Ta toxvpd vroBakdooia pevpata g
TEPLOXNG HeTaPEPOVV TTONDTIHEG OpemTikég ovoieg yia OAa Ta Pev-
Oka €idn), pe anotéAeopa va dnuiovpyodvtal evvoikég ovvOnkeg
yla Ty avantuén g vrobaldootag {wrig. Ot ecwTepikol xwpot
Tov vawayiov eivat éva Bavpdoto kata@ivylo yla peyan mowhia
Yaplwv, omoyyoedwv kabwg kat aomovovlwv opyaviouwy. To vav-
ayto €xet kalv@Bei amd BaAdooI0VG HIKPOOPYAVIGHOVE OL OTIoiO0L
OVVUTLAPXOVV O¢ (uta BLOAOYIKE AAAG Kol XPWUATIKY appovia.
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Koundouros reef and the shipwreck of PATRIS are both teem-
ing with sea life. The wreck of PATRIS, having remained on the sea
bottom for more than 130 years, has become an artificial reef that
practically gathers the entire range of sea life of the Mediterranean
biodiversity. Strong underwater currents in the area carry valuable
nutrients for all benthic species, creating conditions favoring the
growth of underwater sea life. The shipwreck’s inner spaces are a
wonderful refuge for a large variety of fish, sponges, and spineless
organisms. The shipwreck has been covered by marine microor-
ganisms that coexist in biological and chromatic harmony.
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Avédueoa oTo poptio TOv IIATPIS
vmhpxav kot T(hpe T omoia
napauévovy oty 0éon Toug.

The cargo of PATRIS comprised
among other things, windowpanes
that remain in their stowing place.



