Kapt mooT&A Tov HERTHA.
(ZvAdoyn Burkhard Schutt).

Postcard of SS HERTHA.
(Burkhard Schutt collection).

XEIMAPPA

To 1904 n yeppavikn etaupeia Stettiner Dampfschiffs-Gesellschaft J.
E. Braeunlich GmbH maprjyyet\e oto vavnnyeio Stettiner Oderwerke
A.G,, oo Stettin-Grabow tn¢ Teppaviag, éva atpomioto To omoio
¢é\aPe tov aplBpod vavmrynong 547. To mhoio ovopdotnke HERTHA,
kaBeAkbotnke Tov Amtpikio Tov 1905 kat mapadodnke otnv eTatpeia
Tov Tov Iovvio Tov iStov £Tovg. Apxikd SpopoloynOnke peTad Twvy
Apévawv tov Sassnitz otn Teppavia kat tov Trelleborg ot Zovndia.
To 1909 petagépOnke ot ypapur petady Stettin kat Swinemiinde -
Rugen - Borholm. Xe avtn) t ypapun petéeepe, padi pe to adelpo
TOL 0KAPOG ODIN kaBwg kat Ta AAAa aTpoTAOLA TNG ETOXNG, EMUPA-
TeG TIPOG TIG TapabeploTikég avTég eploxEg Tng Popetag Feppaviag.
2TOVG OHOPPA SLAPOPPWEVOVG XWPOVG TOV, TO dimAéAiko HERTHA
Hmopovoe va petagépet 1.250 emPdted, pe éva mAnpwua 54 atdpwy.

XapakTnpLloTka:

K.0.X:1.221

Awaotdoels: 76,3 x 10,3 ., BOOopa 4,1 .

Mnxavég: 2 atpopnyavég T6.cyl immodvvapng 2600 IHP, kata-
OKEVT|G TOV VAT yeiov.

Taxotnra: 12 koppot

2116 6 Avyovotov 1914 o HERTHA mepinABe otnv katoxn tov Iep-
Havikov Avtokpatoptko NavTIKkoD TPOKELUEVOL VA HETATPATIEL OE
voookopelako mAoio Aappavovtag to Stakpttikd «E». Tov Zentép-
Bpto Tov 1914 wOTOCO PETETPATN €K VEOL Yla Xprion wg BonBnTiko
vapkalevtiko. To HERTHA emeotpdgn tov IovAto Tov 1919 otovg 1dt-
OKTITEG TOV Kat OLVEXLOE Ta TagidLa avayvxng, Evw omopadikd emt-
okentotav 1o Savé(iko vnoi Bornholm kot o Ayudve Tng Komeyyayng.

Tov Oktwppto Tov 1939, e tnv éxpnén Tov B’ Iaykoopiov TToAé-
Hov, To HERTHA emutdxOnke kot mepiABe otn Sayeipion tov Tep-

TH o feng, 10,39 m breit, 333 chu, 18 Koaton Genshmindijinlt 11
Stabileer Dusplchifs Oumllackalt 1. F. Bromssiich, G. m, 5. 11, I]
Setwallismplirisie: Shota. Riges. Borasim, Juimominde, Pillss

.

Salonschnrlldampier Hertha
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SS HEIMARA

In 1904, the German Company “Stettiner Dampfschiffs-Gesellschaft
J. E Braeunlich GmbH” ordered a steamship at the shipyard of “Stet-
tiner Oderwerke A.G., in Stettin-Grabow in Germany, that received
the yard number 547. The ship was named HERTHA, was launched
in April 1905 and was delivered to the company that June. She was
initially put in service between the ports of Sassnitz, Germany and
Trelleborg, Sweden. In 1909 she was transferred to the Stettin -
Swinemiinde - Rugen - Bornholm line. There she transported pas-
sengers to the resorts of northern Germany, together with her sister
ship sS ODIN and the other steamers of the time. In her beautifully
decorated compartments, the twin shaft SS HERTHA could accom-
modate 1.250 passengers, with a crew of 54.

Specifications:

G.RT.:1.221

Dimensions: 76.3 x 10.3 m. draught 4.1 m.

Machinery: 2 2600 IHP T6.cyl steam engines built at the shipyard.
Speed: 12 knots.

On August 6, 1914, SS HERTHA came under the ownership of the
German Imperial Navy in order to become a hospital ship and was
given the identification letter“E”. In September 1914, however, her
use changed again and she became an auxiliary minesweeper. HER-
THA was returned to her owners in July 1919 and continued her rec-
reational trips. Now and then she visited the Danish island of Born-
holm and the port of Copenhagen.

In October 1939, following the outbreak of the Second World
War, SS HERTHA was requisitioned and came under the control of the
German Navy. She became an accommodation ship and was initially
put at the disposal of the fast boat flotilla, but two months later she
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Kapt mootdA Tov HERTHA.
(ZvALoyr Roman Czejarek).

Postcard of $S HERTHA. (Roman
Czejarek collection).



To HERTHA avaywpei amd
10 Stettin. (XvAAdoyr) Roman
Czejarek).

HERTHA departs from Stettin.
(Roman Czejarek collection).

Havikob ITolepukod Noavtikov. MeTeTpann wg TAWTOG KOITWVAG Kat
SiatéBnke apxikd o€ éva 0ToAoKO Tayéwv OKAPWY AAN PETA Ao
dbo unveg petatédbnie otov 3o oTolioko vtoPpuyiwy mov eixe £5pa
o7o Kielo. AkolovOnoe ta vtoPpiyxLa Tov OTOAIGKOV OTNV EKOTPA-
teia 0t NopPnyia kat 0Tn ovvéyela petatédnke yia va kaAvyet Tig
avAayKeg Tov 2500 6Tohiokov vtoPpuyiwv oto Danzig. Apxikd épepe
Ta Stakprried H305 xat and tov @efpovdpto tov 1944 ta Srakpt-
Tika Vs1016.

[Tapd tovg 0¢podpovg PouPapdiopods Tov VITECTHOAV Ta YePHa-
VIKA ALAVLA KATA TOVG TEAEVTALOVG UFjVEG TOV TTOAE[OV, TO HERTHA
éueve ahwpPnro kat peta tn ovvinkoAoynon tng Ieppaviag, Tov
Maduo tov 1945, petagépOnie oto Korsor tng Aaviag. To mhoio mept-
nABe otn Ppetavikr Sioiknon wg Ad@upo TOAELOL Kat TOV ZeMTEW-
Bpto Tov 1945 petagpépOnke oto Methil Tng Zkwtiag dmov Tov €ytvav
OL ATAPAITITEG EMOKEVEG. ZT0 peTaly, n AyyAikn Kuvpépvnon ovp-
pwvnoe va iepteAdet to mhoio oty ENAnvikr Kvpépvnon oto mai-
010 TWV YepHavIKOY anolnwoewy mohépov. Etat to mhoio pupov)-
knOnke otig 25 Iavovapiov 1946 oto Aovdivo kat pe TNV mapayw-
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was reassigned to the 3™ submarine flotilla that was based in Kiel.
She followed the submarine flotilla during the expedition to Nor-
way and was then reassigned to cover the needs of the 25th subma-
rine flotilla at Danzig. Initially, she flew the pennant number H305
and as of February of 1944, the number VS1016.

Despite the severe bombings that the German ports endured dur-
ing the last months of the war, HERTHA remained unscathed and after
the surrender of Germany, in May 1945, she was taken to Korsor,
Denmark. The ship was seized by the British, and in September 1945
she was taken to Methil, Scotland to undergo necessary repairs. In
the meantime, the English government agreed for the ship to be allo-
cated to the Greek government as part of German war reparations.
So on January 25, 1946 the ship was towed to London and registered
at the registry of the Hellenic consular port authorities of London
under number 595 and took the name HEIMARRA.

After the liberation of Greece, the coastal lines could not be served
because practically all the passenger ships of the prewar period had
been lost. Since overland communications were also problematic due
to war destruction and the ongoing civil war, the problem of con-
necting Athens with the province increased. In an attempt to cover
some of the basic lines, the State received from the allies a number of
decommissioned corvettes and used them as passenger ships. These
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O1 eowTepixoi ywpor Tov

aTpuomAolov HERTHA. (ZvAdoyn

Lidvvy Adaidn).

The interior of the steamship
HERTHA. (Giannis Adamidis
collection).



To mhoio wG HERTHA. (ZvAdoy#
Burkhard Schutt).

SS HERTHA. (Burkhard Schutt
collection)

p1OT| TOV £YYPAPNKE e TOV aptBud 595 aTo vioAdyto Tov mpodevi-
KOV Apevapyeiov Tov AovSivov Kat eTovopdoTnke oe XEIMAPPA.
Metd v anelevBépwon tng EANGSag, oL axtomAoikég ypappég
ftav mpaktikd advvato va e§umnpetnBodv pag kat oxedov Ola ta
AKTOTAOIKA TNG TipoToAeptiknig epLodov eixav amoleobei. Kabwg
KAl Ol XePOaieG OVYKOLVWVIEG TAY eTTiONG TTPOPANUATIKEG AOYW TWV
TOAEUKWV KATAOTPOPWDV aAAd Kot TO ovvexL{OEeVoD efpulio, TO
npoPANpa TG ovvdeong g Ilepipépetag pe Tnv Abnva yryaviw-
Onke. Ze pa mpoonddeta va kakveBovv kamoleg Bactikég Ypappes,
TO KPATOG ATTOKTNOE ATIO TOUG OVHUAYOVG OPLOUEVEG APOTIALOUEVEG
KOpPETEG TIG OTr0lEG Kat SpopoAdynoe wg emPatnyd. Avtégpbav va
OVVETIKOVPIIOOLY Kat OpLOpEVEG TTalatég Balapnyovg mov aydpa-
oavENANveg epomAoTEG Kal TIG OOl [leTaoKEDAOAY O€ ETPATNYA.
Me v a¢i&n tov atov Iletpatd, To XEIMAPPA £TuXe VEWV HeTa-
TPOTIWV TIPOKELUEVOD VA ATIOKTHOEL TPWTOKOANO peTapopdg 500 -
Batwv TN Xepepivn epiodo kat 600 T Bepivry. Xtov TOMO TNG €MO-
X1S TAPOVOLACTNKAY APKETA SNUOCLEDHATA TTOV £Qepay TIG APXEG
va €xouv £0déyeL LTEPPONKA TTOGAE GTIV AVAKALVLOT TOV OKAPOUG.
Telikd, To XEIMAPPA evtaxOnke otov 0TOAo TG veoovotabeioag Kpa-
Tk G AtevBuvvong Oalaooiwv Metagopwy, 0KOTOG TG OTolag HTav
1 KGAVYN TV aKTOTAOTKWY avaykav. ZTov 0Toho g A.O.M. Bpi-
oKovTay Ta Téooepa’ TPOTOAeLkd eMPatnyd Ta omoia emavadpaotn-
ptomotOnkav otV aktomAoia, TéEvte KopPETeC, Ta aTHOTAOL TTEIPAIL-
EYZ, BOAOE, HPAKAEION kat XAAKIAIKH Tov fTav €miong mpoiovta
enavopBwoewv TOAEUOV Kat OPLOPEVA KA TTETPEAALOKIVITA OKAPT.
To XEIMAPPA eykawvidotnke otig 11 Tovhiov 1946 kat §exivnoe
dpeoa tn ovvdeon [epard — Xalkidag — BOhov — @eooalovikng oe
AvVTIKATAOTAOT TOLV KOPINGIA IOV EMEOTPAPN OTNV ETALPELR TOV Kall
HeTapépOnke oe pecoyelakovg TAOEG.
Ze auTONG TOVG TIPWTOVG UIVEG TAPOVOLAG TOV 0TO EAANVIKO ap)L-
TEAAYoG, T0 XEIMAPPA takideye eniong otig ypapuuég petalo Iet-

1. Ta Téooepa mhoia fTav Ta EAENH (vavmrynong 1903), To KOPINGIA (vavmiynong
1911), To KOPYT=A (vavmiiynong 1893) kat To avehkvoBév NAYEIKA (vowmrynong
1896). Ztnv anelevBepwyuévn EANASa eméotpeye kat To IONIA, woTO00 anwAéodnke
70 810 é10g ANOyw poadpagng.
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were helped by old yachts that the Greek ship-owners bought and
converted into passenger ships.

Upon her arrival at Piraeus, HEIMARRA underwent new modifi-
cations, in order to obtain license to carry 500 passengers in the win-
ter period and 600 during the summer. According to several press
reports of the time the authorities had spent excessive amounts of
money in the vessel’s renovation. Finally, HEIMARRA was integrated in
the fleet of the newly established state Directorate of Maritime Trans-
portation (DMT), whose aim was to cover the coastal needs of the
country. The DMT fleet comprised the four' prewar passenger ships
that were reused in the coastal passenger network, five corvettes, the
steamships PIRAIEFS, VOLOS, HERAKLION, and CHALKIDIKI, (also war
reparations) and a number of small motorboats.

SSHEIMARRA was inaugurated on July 11, 1946, and immediately
entered service between Piraeus - Chalkida - Volos - Thessaloniki in
replacement of SS KORINTHIA that was returned to her company and
now served in the Mediterranean lines.

In her first months in the Greek archipelago, HEIMARRA also
traveled from Piraeus to Chios - Mytilini, Syros - Tinos - Ysternia -
Andros - Korthio, and to Syros - Tinos - Mykonos - Ikaria - Samos.

The loss of the ship

On January 18, 1947, at around 08:30 in the morning, HEIMARRA
sailed from Thessaloniki with 530 passengers and a crew of 87 men
to Piraeus. Among the passengers were 244 soldiers on leave, 34
civil prisoners and 43 constables. After their departure the captain
requested and finally succeeded to let the prisoners remain on the
ship without their handcuffs and restraints for the duration of the
voyage, in accordance with the customary rules of the sea. The cap-
tain was Spyros P. Bilinis, one of the most experienced captains in
coastal navigation. Born at Vatika of Lakonia in 1895, he turned -as
many of his fellow citizens- to the sea. As an adolescent he had made
trips on traditional fishing boats but he had soon moved to coastal
navigation. In 1922 he had been shipwrecked for the first time, due

5. The four ships where ELENI (built in 1903), KORINTHIA (built in 1911), KORYTSA (built
in 1893) and the salvaged NAFSIKA (built in 1896). IONIA also returned to liberated
Greece, but was lost that same year by running aground.
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H xataywpnon Tov XEIMAPPA 0TO
Lloyd’s Register Tov 1945.

The entry on SS HEIMARRA at
Lloyd’s Register of 1945.



To XEIMAPPA Aiyo petd tnv @il
100 0Ty EAA&Sa. (ZvAdoyn
Tiwpyov Kwfaiov).

SS HEIMARRA right after her
arrival in Greece. (George Koveos
collection).

patd kat Xio-MvutiAnvn, Zbpo-Trvo-Yotépvia-Avdpo-KopOio, kat
npog Zupo-Trvo-Mikovo-Ikapia-Zdpo.

H anwAeia Tov mAoiov

2116 18 Iavovapiov Tov 1947 kat wpa 8.30" T0 mpwi, To XEIMAPPA e
530 emiPareg kau 87 avdpeg mAnpwpa anémhevoe and tn Oeooalovikn
He tpooptopd Tov Iepaid. Avdapeoa otovg emPdreg nrav 244 adetov-
XOLOTPATIWTES, 34 TOALTIKOL KpaTOVEVOL KAt 43 XwpopLAakes. Meta
Tov amdmAov Tov, o IThoiapyxog (yTNOE Kal TETVXE VAL TTOAPAUELVOLY OL
KpaTovpevol xwpig Seoud ka® OAn t Stdpketa Tov Ta&ISL00, OTIWG
dMwoTte mpoaTtalovv ot kavoveg tng Bdlacoag. IThoiapxog fTav o
Znvpog IT. MmAivig, £vag amod Toug TAEOV EUTIELPOVG TNG AKTOTAOIAG.
Tevvnuévog ota Batika g Aakwviag to 1895, oTpdgnke -Onwg moA-
Aot cuvToTiteg TOV- Ao HikpOG 0T Odlacoa. Zta epnPikd Tov Xpo-
via ta&ideve og kaikia, Opwg abvtopa evtaydnke otny aktomAoia. To
1922 Ba vavaynoet yia mpwtn ¢opd efattiag mupkaytdg mov TpokAn-
Onke 0To axTOMAOIKO AXTPAITH. ZvvéxLoe TNV Kaplépa Tov TAoLp-
XwvTag o€ mhoia Tng «Aakwvikng AtpomAoiagy, oTny 8LoKTNoia TNG
onoiag eixe pepidio. Tov Anpilio Tov 1941 Ba avaykaotei va eykata-
Aeiyel To emPatnyd AEQN, dtav avto BopPapdiotnie amd yeppavika
agpookden kat Ppubiotnke otn Xakkida.

Aoyw G 09odprc Bakaocootapaxng mov eixe cvuvavtnoel TV
mponyovpevn nuépa ota avoryta g Evpolag, o . MmiAivng amo-
@dotoe va mhevoet ipog tov Ietpad St péoov Tov EvPoikod KoA-
nov. Katé tnv mhedon tov otov EvPoikd, 1o XEIMAPPA Oa énpeme

2. O Znopog MmiAivng PeTd To vavdylo ouvéxioe va vinpeTel T aktomhoia, wg IThoi-
apxog oe mhoia TG etaupeiag Twv adehpwv TuaAdov. To 1958 anéktnoe to emPatnyd
MYPTIAIQTIZEA Tov TadiSeye péxpt to 1973. To 1963 amnéxtnoe to goptnyd EIPHNH M.
70 omoio Statripnoe oty WiokTnoia Tov wg to 1974. To 1970 Eexivnoe TN petaokevr Tov
pkTob QopTIyoL DJEBELDIRA G€ kpovallepomAolo ®OINIE, T0 0T0io Opws kataoxédnke to
1973 and ToTwTég Kat eKMAELOTNPLAoTKe AapBdvovTag To Ovopa MEAQAIA (KATAoTPA-
@nke 10 1996 and mupkaytd kat fudiotnke otn N. Atahdvtn Tov Zapwvikob).
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to a fire that broke out on the passenger ship ASTRAPI. He continued
his career as a captain on ships of the “Lakoniki Steamship Co” where
he was a shareholder. In April 1941 he had been forced to abandon
the passenger ship LEON when she had been bombed by German
aircraft and sunk in Chalkida.?

Due to the intense storm he had met the previous day out at the
Evoia Sea, S. Bilinis decided to sail to Piraeus through the Evoikos
gulf. To cross the Evoikos, HEIMARRA had to pass through a spe-
cially designated narrow corridor that had been cleaned from mines.

At midnight, HEIMARRA touched at Chalkida and after disembark-
ing 9 passengers, left for Piraeus at 01:30 hours on January the 19th.
According to witnesses, 15 people embarked at Chalkida. After hand-
ing over control of the ship to the officer of the watch, Lieutenant Atha-
nasios Kanavas, the captain retired to the map room to rest. HEIMA-
RRA sailed on, on a course of 140°. When she reached the parallax of
Cape Agia Marina she should turn to a course of 125° in order to pass
east of the islets Verdougia.

The trip continued as expected, under moderate north winds. At

6. Spyros Bilinis continued in shipping, and in 1958 he bought the passenger ship
MYRTIDIOTISSA, that served in coastal navigation up until 1973. In 1963 he acquired
the cargo ship EIRINI M. which he kept until 1974. In 1970 he started converting the
cargo ship DJEBELDIRA into the cruise ship PHOENIX, which was however confiscated
in 1973 by creditors and auctioned after taking the name MELODIA (She was destroyed
by fire in 1996, and sank at Atalanti island outside Pireaus).
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Iivaxac tov Nixddaov
Kovroyewpyy.

Painting by Nikolaos Kontogeorgis.



To XEIMAPPA §e T® XpWUXTX THG
A.©.M. orov ITeipoud. (TTepiodixod
«Nawtixry EAL&6»).

SS HEIMARRA with the colors
of the Directorate of Maritime
Transportation at Piraeus.
(Magazine Naftiki Hellas).

i

va kwvn el evtog evog mpokabopiopévov otevod StabAov o omoiog
eixe kaBapiotei and Tig vapke.

Ta peodvuyta o XEIMAPPA katémhevoe ot Xalkida kat agod
¢ytve amofifaon 9 emPatwv avaxwpnoe yia Ietpatd otn 1.30° tng
1916 Iavovapiov. Zopgwva pe paptupieg, otn XaAkida emPipaotn-
Kav 010 atpomhoto 15 dropa. O IThoiapyog, apov mapédwoe tn dia-
KuBépvnon Tov mhoiov otov Aflwpatiko Ymnpeoiag AvBunomnhoi-
apxo ABavaoio Kavapa, aneovpdn oto dwpdtio xaptav yia ava-
navor). To XEIMAPPA kiviOnke pe mopeia 140° kot 6tav mapdAhacoe
10 AkpwTtrplo TG Ayiag Mapivag Oa émperne va otpéyel oe mopeia
125° wote va mepdoet avatolkd and Tig vnoideg Bepdovyta.

To takidt ovvexiletal kavovikd, evw mvéovv Bopetot dvepot
Hétplag évraong. Xt 4.00° ta Enuepwpata Afyet n Papdia ot
yépupa tov AvBumomAoiapyxov ABavdaotov Kavafd kat avalapPdvet
o' Ymapyog Iwavvng Mnéptong. Ztig4.10" o mpwi To XEIMAPPA fBpt-
okotav otov voTio EvBoiko koAmno, avapeoa ota Néa Ztdpa kat Trv
Ayia Mapiva, kovtd otig vnoideg Bepdovyla. Exovv mepaoet poig
10 Aemtd amd T oTeypun) ov €yve n mpoPAemopevn aAlayn Papdiag
Kot To XEIMAPPA ovveyilet va kiveitat pe mopeio 140°, kabwg o 1.
Mnéptong mpopavwg dev éxel evnuepwdei amod tov A. Kavapd, katd
v aAAayn ¢ Papdiag, va otpéyet o mopeia 125°. Avtilapfa-
vopevog Eagvika kdmotov dpeco kivéuvo Statalet tov mndaiiodyo
«ONo Seidr. H mAwprn tov XEIMAPPA otpé@et Se1d, Opwg o xpovog
dev elval emapknG KaL TPOOKPOVEL [e TNV apLOTEPT] TAEVPA TOV O
Bpaxwdn mpoefoxr| Tov vpatompavovg TG Ppaxovnoidag Oapa-
kwt6’. To mholo oeietat am’ dkpn 0" dkpn kat Ta @t ofrvovy. Ot
emPdreg Eumvovv évtpopot kat TpoomaBovv va kataldPouy Ti Exet
ovpPei. H o@odpn mpookpovon mpokdheoe elopor véaTwv anod ta
veala Tov TAoiov kat emmAéov £Beoe ekTOG Aettovpyiag To mnda-
Ao, pe anmotéleopa To XEIMAPPA va peivel akvBépvnto. H emaxod-

3. H Bpaxovnoida otnv omoia tpocékpovoe To XEIMAPPA ava@EépeTal 6TO TOPLOUA TOV
AEENA wg Ttudapog. H Ydpoypagukn Yrnpeoia tny avagépet wg Agvkaotd (Agpakw-
TOG) Kal 0TI YUPW TEPLOXEG EivaL YVWOTH WG OapakwTo.
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04:00 in the morning the shift of lieutenant Athanasios Kanavas ends
on the bridge and Chief Mate Ioannis Bertsis takes over. At 04:10 in
the morning, HEIMARRA is in the South Evoikos gulf, between New
Styra and Agia Marina, close to the islets of Verdougia. Only 10 min-
utes have gone by since the shift change and HEIMARRA continues to
sail on course 140°, evidently because A. Kanavas has not informed
L. Bertsis to turn the ship to 125° when the latter relieved him on the
bridge. Suddenly I. Bertsis becomes aware of the imminent danger and
orders to the helmsman “Hard to Starboard”. The bow of HEIMARRA
turns to Starboard, but not in time and the ship falls with her portside
on a rocky reef on the islet Tharakoto®. The ship shakes from stem to
stern and the lights go out. The passengers wake up in terror and try
to understand what has happened. From the tremendous impact the
ship starts to take in water from her ripped hull and the helm is out of
action, so HEIMARRA is left adrift. The lack of lights and the ear-pierc-
ing sizzle from the steam that escapes from the broken steam pipes
panics the passengers even more.

“At that moment I was on the deck’- remembers Mrs. Athina
Liaskou, who was travelling with her mother and two friends. “There
was an explosion, the lights went out, steam began to escape and abso-
lute mayhem followed. In the dark, we didn’t know where we were or
what we could do; voices were heard from all directions, and every-
one was calling in panic for their beloved ones. I was looking for my
mother. I called and called for her but could not find her on the deck.
In the meantime people were climbing down to the life boats...”

On the ship’s bridge captain Bilinis orders the crew to do eve-
rything they could to manually turn the ships’ rudder in order to
run the ship aground in shallow waters. The ship’s engines were still
running for some time, but the emergency steering wheel was not
responding. They couldn’t even send a distress message, as the radio

7. The rocky island on which the HEIMARRA fell, is reported in AEENA’s conclusion as
Gaidaros. The Hydrographic Service reports it as Lefkasia (Derakotos) and in the near
by areas it is known as Tharakoto.
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To XEIMAPPA ap6do amofifédet
empares. (ZvAdoyy Apy
MmidéAn).

SS HEIMARRA disembarking
passengers offshore. (A. Bilalis
archive).



Kaixi avaywpei ané tn Pagrva,
THY EMOUEVH TOV VAVAYIOV, O
avalrTnon emlovrwy. (Apyeio
Aderpwv Meyadootkovipov).

A fishing boat departs from
Rafina, the day after the
shipwreck, to search for survivors.
(Megalooikonomou brothers
archive).

AovOn EAeyn QWTIONOV Kal Ol EKKWPAVTIKOL GLPLYLLOL, TTOV TIPO-
KaAovoav ot SlapevyovTeg aTpoi and Ti§ Stappayeioeg CWANVAOOELG
Slox€TEVONG ATHOD, EMETEVAV TOV TIAVIKO OTOVG ETMIPATEG.

[... Exeivny Tv dpa Bplokopovy 610 katdotpwpa, updtal ) k.
ABnva Adokov mov takideve pe T untépa g kaw SVo eileg Tng.
Eywve n éxpnén, éoBnoav ta gwta, dpxLoav vo geLYOLY aTHOL, TTa-
CovpAiopog. Méoa oto okotadt Sev E€pape mov BplokdpacTtay Ka
TLKAVOUE, aKoVYoVTay uwvEG amd "dw Kt amd 'keL, kabévag ewvale
Tov 81k6 Tov dvBpwmo. Eyw éyaxva tn puntépa pov, wvala ato
KATAOTPWA UATIWG TN Sw 1) TNV akovow, aAAd dev t Bprka. Ev tw
HeTa&D 0 KOOHOG KaTéPatve 0TI PAPKEG...]

Ztn yépupa tov mhoiov, o IThoiapyxog Mmihivng Statadet va kata-
PAnOei mpoomdbela yia i xprotpomnoinon Tov xewpokivitov mnda-
Aiov Tov OKAPOVG pe aTOXO TNV TTpocdpadn Tov mAoiov oe afadn.
E&&ANov ot pnxavég tov okdgovg e§akolovBodoav va Aettovpyodv
yla éva (Kpo xpovikd Staotnpa, wotdco To xelpokivnto mnddAio
dev avtamoxpivetal. Aev vmapxet kav 1 duvatoTnTa Vo oTakel onpa
KvdOvov, kabwg o acvppatog dev Aettovpyei Aoyw Tng anwAetlog
Loxvog. Tote o IThoiapyog Statalet T Stavour| cwoPiwv oTovg emt-
Pdteg kat pe évav TnAefoa divel Tn Statayn eykatdAenyng.

Qotdoo pa oepd anod yeyovota Oa odnynoet oe pua tedeing
ave&éleyktn eykatahenyn. To mAfpwpa katéBale pev GINOTIES
npoonabeleg, WOTO0O NTAV Pavepod mwg dev eixe ekmaidevOel yia
va avtipetwmioet éva tétolo evoexouevo. H acvvevvonoia odnynoe
TOUG AVIKOPANTOVG eMIPATEG VA EQapUOCOLY TNV apxT} «0 owlwv
eavtdVv cwbnTW» pe axdun xelpdtepa anoteréopata. Otomhiteg kat
oL xwpo@OAakeg Tov eméPatvay 0To TAOIO, EKavay Xpron Twv OTAwY
TOUG TIPOKELUEVOL Va givat oL TpwTot tov Ba emPipaotody 0TI owai-
Preg AépPovg, TPoKAADVTAG aKOUN HEYAADTEPO TIAVIKO.

To XEIMAPPA ¢@epe 6 0woTIKEG AEUPBOVG IOV HITOPOVOAY VAL HETA-
@épouv 320 dtopa aAAd kat pikpdtepeg oxedies. Otowotikég AépPot
dpxtoav va pixvovtat ot 8alacoa, aAld Adyw Twv TOA @V atdpwy
nov emPidfovTav Kat Tov yeyovoTog OTL ApKETEG ITAY AKAAAPATL-
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was not operating due to the loss of power. Then the captain orders
the distribution of lifejackets to the passengers and with a loud-
speaker he gives the order to abandon ship.

However, a series of incidents would lead to a totally chaotic ship
abandonment. The crew did everything they could, but it was obvi-
ous that they had not been trained for such an incident, and their lack
of coordination led the panicked passengers to apply the principle
of “every man for himself”, making things even worse. The enlisted
men and the constables that were on board used their guns to board
the life boats first, causing even more panic among the passengers.

HEIMARRA had 6 life boats that could take on 320 people, and other,
smaller life rafts. The life boats started to be lowered to the sea, but due
to the excessive number of people boarding them and because they were
not caulked, they started to sink —as reported in the newspaper Kathi-
merini. Sailor D. Stephanou used his jack-knife to cut the boats davits
from the tackles because they were jammed. Due to the panic not all
boats were lowered to the sea and two of the three boats that were, sank.

One of the castaways, Mr. Kestekides, stated at the newspaper
“Eleftheri Ellada”
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Kaikioa emotpépovy o1
Pagrnva pe Tovg vavayovs mov
nepiovvédebay. Aviueoa oTovg

em{wvtes SlaxpiveTar o ZrapdTyg

Nixolaidng. (Apyeio Adedpwv
Meyadooikovouov).

Fishing boats returning to Rafina
with the castaways they collected.
Among the survivors is Stamatis
Nikolaides. (Megalooikonomou
brothers archive).



210 Apdve ¢ Paghvag,

naubik kou Sypocioypdpol
neprepydlovrar Ti¢ owaifieg
Aéufovs Tov XEIMAPPA. (Apyeio
Aderpwv Meyalootkovipov).

At the port of Raphina, children
and journalists browse over the
life boats of HEIMARRA. (Of the
Megalooikonomou brothers
archive).

O1 vyoibes BepSovyia
PWTOYPAPHUEVES a0 v

Ao T VapKaAMEVTIKG OV
ovppeTeiyay oI épevveg. (Apyeio
K.Owxtapidn).

The islets Verdougia,
photographed by a minesweeper
that took part in the search. (K.
Thoktarides archive).

oTeG ékavav vepd kat Povlialay, OTws avapépel n epnpuepida «Kadn-
pepvipr. O vaivtng A. ZTe@Aavov £KOYE e TOV GOVYLA TOV Ta KATIO-
via Tov Aépwv and ta maldyka StoTL kal avtd dev Aertovpyodoav.
Adyw Tov avikoD Sev katéPnrav OAeg ot Bapkeg ot Odhacoa evd
amd TIG TPELG IOV piXTNKAY GTO VePO, ot dvo PubioTnrav.

Evag amod touvg vavayovs, o k. Keotekidng, dnAwoe xapaktnpt-
otika otny epnuepida «EXevBepn EANGSa».

[...Av ot Bdpkeg Bpiokovtav oe kaAn kataotaon Oa eixav daow-
el apketoi vavayoi. Ma ki 60eg Sev KataoTpd@nkay amd Ty ékpnén,
Tav okePpwUEVEG Ao TO KahoKaipt Kt ématpvay vepd. Ze pua Pdpka
mov TTSNoa Kt YW pali pe apkeTod KOOHO eima 0 Eva xwpopOAaka
va pov Swaoel To kamélo Tov yia va Pydlovpte Ta vepd. Exeivog apviy-
Onke Kkt UMPOCTA OTNV EMIHOVT LoV, EByale TO TEPITTPOPO TOVL Ko
anethovoe. Tote eyw mpotiunoa emeldn éPAena tov kivouvo, va Tdow
otnv &npd KoAvpmAVTAG Kot va eykatakeiyw T Papka, n omoia oe
Aiyo Povhiage pe 6Aovg Tovg emBdteg TnG kat To XwpopvAaka padi...]

[...Mmrka o€ pia Pdpka 1 omoia HOALS €é@Bace oTnV empavela
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“If the lifeboats had been in good condition, many castaways would
have been saved. But those that had not been destroyed from the explo-
sion, had been warped after the summer heat and would let water in.
I jumped in one of the boats with several others and asked a consta-
ble to give me his hat to help me take out the water from the lifeboat.
He refused and when I insisted, he took out his gun and threatened to
shoot me. Then, seeing the danger, I decided to reach land by swim-
ming, so I jumped overboard. It was the same boat that later on sank,
taking all its passengers with it, including the constable...”

“I boarded a boat, but as soon as it reached the surface of the
sea, it began sinking, because of the number of people that were in
it” remembers Mrs Athina Liaskou. “In the dark, one was stepping
on the other’s head, but as the ship was listing and before falling in
the sea without a life jacket -and I did not know how to swim...- I
grabbed the railing and climbed on board the ship again, just in time.
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H nopeio mov axolotOnoe o
mAoio petd TV IPGIKPOVTH.
(ITeprodixd «Navtixi EALGG»).

The course of the ship after the
impact. (Magazine Naftiki Hellas).



H powpaio mopeio Tov XEIMAPPA
ovpQwva pe v katdeon Tov
IT\oiapyov Endpov Mmidivy.
(Apyeio K.Owktapidn).

The fatal course of HEIMARRA
according to testimony of Captain
Spyros Bilinis. (K. Thoktarides
archive).

¢ Bdlaooag Povliate apéowg and Tov moAd kdopo, Bupdtal 1 K.
ABnva Ataokov. Méoa 010 okoTadL TATOVOE 0 £Vag TO KEPAAL TOV
dAlov, alhd dnwg eixe yeipel To TAoIO, Kat TPV AKOHA TECW OTN
Bdhaooa xwpic owaiPro kat dev HEepa kat koAOumt EavamdoTnka
Kat avéPnka mavw oto mAoio pty Povlidel Teheiwg ) fdpka péoa
otnv omnoia Bprokdpovv. ITavw oto mAoio avtr TN Popd Katdpepa
Katl PpriKa T UNTéPa Ko ... 0 KOGUOG OCOL HTOPETAY TPAV CWTi-
Pua ... ekeivn TNV wpa HTaV £va TECUEVO KATW KL ALTO XAAAOUEVO,
To THpa Kat To €Baka 0To Aatuod pov ...

Exe1 110n mepaoel mepimov (ot wpa amod T OTyHn TNG TPOOKPOL-
ong, otav o Kametdviog éxovtag PePaiwg avtiAngbel 0Tt yia to XEI-
MAPPA £xeL apXioel TAEOV ) aVTIOTPOPT) HETPTOT), KAVEL pia TEAEVTaLaL
TpooTddela va tepLopioeL 600 yivetat To kako. Atatdlel va pi§ouv Tig
AYKVPEG WOTE VAL OTAWATHOEL ) TTEPLOTPOPT| TOL OKAPOVG TIOV TIPOKAL-
\eito and tnv akwvnronoinon tov tmdakiov oe B¢on 6ho Seid.

To XEIMAPPA TOPAGUPOUEVO ATIO TOV AVEHO KAl TA LOXVPA
Baldooia pedpata mov emkpatovoav aTny meploxn, Pubiotnke oe
anootaot 1.100 pétpwv mepimov and tn vioida Meyalo Bepdovyt*
pe mopeia 176 (mAnoiov tng Ayiag Mapivag ATTIKNG).

H k. ABnva Atdokov meptéypaye tn otiypn g pobiong

[...Apxoav Ta vepd va aveBaivouy emdvw Kat va Tapacvpovy Tovg
avBpwmovg. Aev mdn&a amod to kapdpPt yia va yAMTwow, aniwg pe
Tpav Ta Kbpata mavw and to kapaPt mpog Ta avoiytd. Kpatovoa
TO X€PL TNG UNTEPAG [OV Ao T1| ... padi pag émecay otn BdAacoa
Kot ot §00 @ileg pag alld kamota ottypn e§apavioTnkay... éuelva eyw
HE TN UNTEPQ HOV.... OKOTASL, QwVEG, kKakd. Kamola otrypn dpxioe va
Enuepwvet... Ty kpdtnoa mePInov 2 - 2,5 WPEG TN UNTEPA HOL (0WG Kat
napamdvw Sev EEpw... kKAmota aTypr} dpxLoe va Papaivet kat ekeivn
NV Wpa EPala TIG PWVEG «XAVW TN UNTEPA LOV, XAVW TN HNTEPQA HOV»!
A@éBnka ylo va mdw Kt ey padi g, aAAd Evag avTapog maouévog

4. H peyabtepn vnoida and tn ovotada, avagépetal and Tnv Ydpoypagukr Ynnpeoia
w¢ IapBevomn. Zto ynAotepo onpeio g (81 pétpa) vapxet APog.

386



I E - i 3 Medroperoa / l‘ ¥, .
N A ] ; \ St \\ -
1 N WeBoiaen. \ ¢ \ S o
< v L 3 -
- ) —~ \ M “\_‘ -
1 o i B !
{ =~ [ % L3 \
2 U ]
N ] \
A o R G R ST RS A 4
e W mapeia rav rvneedv row, serd v G 3
7 piprupos WA Kevefs (7 B e
Hup. Fy. Mapivagp vy Biadiegcg. . {'
= L4 Povnds e
i 3] e I~
( gt o
/ =)
1§ (M A 5
== | . Ly ¥ Frovea [
o i Mo ~5
o N Hp dodpeag | !-'
" .
i III‘I l\\
i = Eo Hepawi 16 L2 ) 1997 e A
B peappan rre mpomvaspan ) 7 \ h

This time I managed to find my mother on the ship... whoever could,
was putting life jackets on... I found one, damaged and thrown away,
and I took it and put it around my neck ..”

Half an hour has passed from the moment of the impact, and the
captain, aware that the final countdown has started for the sinking of
HEIMARRA, makes a last effort to mitigate the disaster as much as pos-
sible by dropping the anchors in order to stop the rotation of the ship,
which has been caused by the rudder, that has stuck hard to starboard.

HEIMARRA, drifting due to the wind and the strong sea currents in
the area, sank approximately 1.100 meters away from the islet “Meg-
alo Verdougi™ on a bearing of 176 (near Agia Marina of Attika).

Mrs. Athina Liaskou described the moment of sinking: “The water
started to rise and wash people overboard. I did not jump oft the boat
to save myself; the waves just took me over the ship and out in the
open sea. I was holding my mother’s hand... our two friends fell in
the water together with us, but sometime later they just vanished and
all that was left was me and my mother... darkness, voices screaming,
havoc. At some point it started to dawn... I held on my mother for
two, maybe two and a half hours, I don’t know... then she started to
weight a lot on me and I started to yell “my mother! I am losing my
mother!” Not letting go of my mother, I started sinking, but a soldier
who was holding himself from a barrel grabbed my hand and I had
to let her go; she started going down and she drowned.»

Next morning at 7 o clock, a fishing boat was sailing by the area of
the shipwreck and found HEIMARRA’s castaways. It was the motor fish-
ing boat named EHEI O THEOS, owned by Iordanoglou, which took 30
castaways and transferred them to Petalioi. Then the boat returned to
the area of the shipwreck and took another 36. Her captain was strongly
criticized because on one hand he did not dump the cargo he was trans-
porting to be able to board more castaways, and on the other because he

4. The larger of the cluster of islands, mentioned by the Hydrographic Service as Par-
thenopi. A light-house is on its highest point (8 1meters).
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H 6éon pvbions Tov mhoiov
ovpQwva pe v Katdeon o
AvBvromhoiapyov kau Tov I’
ITAoiapyov avtiotorye. (Apyeio K.
Owxtapidy).

The position of the ship’s sinking
according to testimony of the
lieutenant and the 3d captain
respectively. (K. Thoktarides
archive).



Zxé610 Tov XEIMAPPA yiot TIG
avaykes THG avakpiong. (Apyeio
K.®wkrapién).

A sketch of HEIMARRA for
the needs of the inquiry.
(K. Thoktarides archive).

oe €va Bapél pe €mace amod TO XEPL KAl avayKAoTNKA Va apriow T
HNTépa pov Tov PuBiloTav péxpL mov mviynke...]

2116 7 T0 Wi TNG EMOPEVNG NUEPAG, Eva KalKL SlepXOUEVO amd TV
TEPLOXT TOL Vawayiov evtomilet Tovg vavayodg Tov XEIMAPPA. Hrav
To meTpehanokivito Kaikt EXEI O ®EOT tov lopddvoyhov, To omoio
Ba mapaAdPer 30 vavayovg kot Oa Tovg petagépel atovg IletaAiovs.
Katomw enéotpeye 0tov xwpo Tov vavayiov kat teptovvélege aAlovg
36. O IThoiapydg Tov déxTnKe 0QOdPT KPLTIKY apevog ylati Sev épiée
TO QOPTIO TIOV PETEPEPE 0TN BANAOTA TIPOKELHEVOL Va UTIOPEDEL Va
emPipdoet kaw AANOVG vavayovs, apetépov StoTL enélege va hevoeL
otovg ITeTaholg kat Ot 0€ KATTOLO KOVTIVOTEPO ALAVL. 2TH OUVEXELQ,
KATEMAEVOE TO TETPEAAUOKIVITO LOTIOPOPO ATTOZ KONETANTINOZ TOv
I. Tlamavaotaciov and ta Zthpa, To omoio meptovvéreke 58 emlwveg
Kal [ta 60po. ZTo Kalkt eméBatve Kat 0 LaTpog Twv ZTOPWV IOV ApEowS
TPOOPeEPE TIG IPWTEG PorBeteg 0TOVG Vawayos. AQod Tovg LeTEPepe
otn Pagrva, To AITOX KONETANTINOE avaywpnoe §avd yia vo ouv-
Spapet 1ig mpoonaBeteg. Kabwg n eidnon g anwAetag tov mAoiov da-
Sidetau, kaikia amd T Pagrva kat Tig AAAeG KOVTIVEG TIEPLOXEG, AANG
KoL TAPATTAEOVTA OKAQPT OTELGOVY 0TIV TEPLOXT) TOV VAAYIOL YLot Vel
Pondroovv Toug ekatovtadeg vavayovg ot onoiot Bpiokovtou diaomap-
Totota vepd tov EvPoikon. And tov [Teipatd Eekivdet kat To atpomAolo
TTATPAI TNG A.©.M. TIPOKEUEVOL VAL CUVIPALEL TIG EPEVVEG.

H k. ABnvé Atdokov Bupdtal Tn Stdoworn Tng:

[..1POE éva KalkL IOV €Kave HETAPOPEG OLTNPWV AT Ta ZTVPA.
Mov pi&ave £va okotvi, TAoTNKA KAt pe avEPacay 6TO KATAOTPWUA.
Ortav ma pag mryave atovg Ietakiovg nrav r1dn okotadl” okegreite
nooeg wpeg Nuovv péoa otn Bdlacoa. Ekel nrav katt ktiopara kot
oteyvwoape ta Bpeypéva podvya. Omov matovoa vopa 0Tt Novy
akopa otn Bdlaooa, pEca 0To oKoTASE Kat Ba Tviyw akodpa kat oTn
0TepLA, TO0O peydho ook eixa mabdet...]

[...Eixa Euhidoet, Smyeitar o Ztapdrng Nikolaidng. Madi pe
AAAovg 5 - 6 Tov kpatdopaoTav ano v idta EOAVN TOpTa eidape
va mAnotalovv kaikta and ta Néa EZrvpa. Epéva e avéBacav oe éva
KaikL Tov pag éByale otoug Ietaliovg. Exei pag mepumomnOnkav ot
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chose to sail to Petalioi and not to a closer port. Then came the motor
sailboat AGIOS KONSTANTINOS, owned by G. Papanastasiou from Styra,
and collected 58 persons alive, and one dead. On the fishing boat was
the doctor from Styra who provided first aid to the castaways. After tak-
ing them to Rafina, AGIOS KONSTANTINOS left again to join the rescue
efforts. As the news of the loss of the ship was spreading, fishing boats
from Rafina and other ports nearby, as well as other boats that were sail-
ing by, came to the area of the shipwreck to help the hundreds of cast-
aways who were scattered all over in the sea of Evoikos. From Piraeus
the steamship PATRAI owned by the Directorate of Sea Transportation
was also ordered to sail in order to help with the search.

Athina Liaskou remembers how she was rescued: “A fishing boat
that was carrying grain from Styra came. They threw me a line, I
caught it and they pulled me up on deck. When they took us to Pet-
alioi, it was already dark. Just think of how many hours I was in the
sea. There were some buildings there and we managed to dry our
clothes. Wherever I went, I still thought I was in the sea, in the dark
and that I would drown even on land, such was the shock I was in..”

“I was cold to the bone -recounts Stamatis Nikolaides. I and
another 5 or 6 people were holding ourselves from the same wooden
door when we saw a fishing boat approaching from New Styra. I
was pulled up on the fishing boat which took us to Petalioi. There
we received help from the land workers of Empeirikos. From that
moment on, to this day, my friends call me “shipwreck”

Other than those who had the power to swim to the shores of Ver-
dougia and the other deserted islands around, the narrations of those
who managed to survive this dreadful shipwreck are similar: a fish-
ing boat from somewhere nearby picked them up and took them to
Raphina, to Petalioi, to Marmari, to Styra, to Nea Makri or to Mar-
athon. A couple of castaways managed to reach the shores of Mara-
thon after swimming for six hours.

Even though the passenger steamship sank one and a half hours
after the impact and only one mile from Agia Marina, the panic that
prevailed during the abandonment of the ship, the terrible cold and
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Zxnpatikd Sikypaupe Twv (uiay
ota Opada Tov XEIMAPPA, pe
Béon Tig meprypagés Twv mpwTwy
vtV mov KaTadvOyKaY 0TO
vawdyio. (Apyeio K. Owxtapidn).

Graphic diagram of the damage
on the hull of HEIMARRA, based on
the descriptions of the first divers
that visited the shipwreck.

(K. Thoktarides archive).



To vavdyto Tov XEIMAPPA.

The wreck of HEIMARRA.

epyaopevot oto ktrpa tov Epmetpikov. And toTe kat péxpt onjuepa
oL @iAoL pov e ATOKAAOVV «VAVAYLO...]

Extdg amd ekeivoug mov gixav Tr SUvapn va KOAVUTNoovY Kat va
Pyovv ota Bepdovyta kat oTa yOpw epnpoviola, oL apnynioeLs, Oowv
KATAPEPAY VA EMPLOCOVY ATTO TO EPLAATIKO VAVAYLO, ElVAL TIOAPEULPE-
peig. Kdmoto kaiit amd yeITOVIKT) TIEPLOYT| TOVG EVTOTILOE KOl TOUG [ETE-
gepe otn Pagrva, otovg Iletaliong, oto Mappapt, ota Ztdpa, otn
Néa Mdkpn kot otov MapaBwva. Eva (evydpt vavaydv Oa katagpépet
va @BaoeL oty aktr Tov Mapabwva €xovTag KOAVUTHOEL ML 6 WPEG.

Av xau to emPatnyd atpomhoto Pubiotnke 1,5 dpo pHeTd TV TTPO-
OKPOVOT| KAl 0€ anmdoTaot) HOALG evOg pidiov amo tnv Ayia Mapiva,
0 TIAVIKOG TIOV EMKPATNOE KATA TNV EYKATAAEWYT] TOV TTAOiOV, TO
@oPepo YhxoG kat Ta Loxvpd Bakdoota pevpata Tng TepLOXng eixav
w¢ anotéAeopa va xaoovy Tn {wr) Tovg 383 dvBpwno, ek Twv omoiwv
42 firav péAn tov mAnpwpatog. Ot vavayoi propovoav va dovv
vnoida Bepdovyt kat mpoomdBnoav va KOADUTHOOVV IPOG Tat EKEL.
Qotooo to pedpa tov Evpimov ekeivn v wpa eixe tayvrnta 3
WALWY, [E aOTEAETHUA VA TOVG TIAPACVPEL TTPOG TA VOTLAL.

E€autiag kau tng 0aBpng molitikng katdotaong mov Bplokdtavn
XWPA, TO vaudylo Tov XEIMAPPA £Tvye eKPETANAELOTG ATIO TIG TIOAL-
TikéG SUVALELS TNG ETTOXNG Kat TIG e@npepideg Tov othptiav Ta ekd-
otote oTpatoneda. Akpaieg wvég ékavav Aoyw yla fv0Bion ovve-
neia €kpnng pnxaviopov mov eixe tomobetnOei and Apiotepois.
Aot emévduav 0To 0EVAPLO TNG VAPKNG WOTE Vo eTppiyovy gvhv-
VEG OTOV KPATIKO UNXaVIOHO, v dANot tapovaialav tov IThoiapyo
G TOV HOVO LTIELBVVO TTPOKELLEVOL Va amomotn oy TvxXOV evBuve.

Ot épevveg mov Tpaypatomoinoay SUTEG TOVG EMOUEVOVG LN VE,
OVVIYOPNOQY OTO OTL TO Vadylo TpokAnOnke and mpookpovon ota
npavn) TG Popetdtepng Ppayovnoidag. Zvykekpiuéva ot dVTeG avépe-
pav ta akoAovBa : «To okdog mapovotdlel ig éktaoty 23 mepimov
HETPpWV el TNG YAOTPag Tov Kat e1g Pabog 1,5-2,5 . amnd tng todAov
K&TwOL ToL TapoTpoTiov, kKohwoelg ((oLAyHaTa) Kat HKpag EEoeLg
at omoiat amodekVUOVV TPOPAVMG OTL TO 0KAPOG SINABeV oAoTaywg
dvwBev g Bpaywdovg aktng avamndov €& avtng €& ov kat oL akov-
00évteg kpadaopoi. At E¢oelg kat Ta kothwpata TadTa Tapovolalo-
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the strong sea currents in the area, resulted in the loss of 383 people,
42 of whom were members of the crew. The castaways could see the
islet Verdougi and tried to swim that way, but the currents of Evri-
pos at that time had a speed of 3 miles so they were carried away
towards the south.

Because of the country’s unstable political situation, HEIMARRA'S
shipwreck was used by the political parties of the time and the news-
papers that supported one or the other party. The extremists attributed
the sinking to an exploding device supposedly placed in the engine
room by communists. Others were investing on the scenario of a mine,
to put the blame on the state, while others accused the captain as the
only one responsible, in order to rebuft any responsibilities.

All diving investigations that were carried out in the next months
pointed to the fact that the shipwreck had been caused by an impact,
underwater, with the rocks of the northern islet. The divers men-
tioned in particular the following: “23 meters along the hull and at
a depth of 1,5-2,5 m. under the water line, the ship presents distor-
tions (squeezes) and small scrapings which prove that the ship evi-
dently impacted with all her speed over the rocky shore, which also
explains the vibrations that were heard. The scrapings and the dis-
tortions appear from the level under the bridge until the 3rd class
section, which coincides with the rear end of the engine room and
at a depth of 1.5 m. The bilge keels have not suffered the slightest
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AVTHG TiepLepydeTar To povydpo,
70 omoio PpiokeTeu meauévo atov Fvoo.

A diver examining the funnel
which lies fallen on the seafloor.



To xpnuatoxiwtio TOU XEIMAPPA.

The strongbox of HEIMARRA.

VTaL amod TOL EVPLOKOUEVOL KATWOEV TG YéQupag onueiov uéxpt kat
TEPAV TNG TOVPLOTIKNG BE0EWG, NTIG CUUTIMTEL LLE TO TPLULVALOV TEAOG
Tov pnxavootaciov kat €1 fddog 1,5 . And tov mapotpomdiov, To
omoiov 8ev éxet ovdE TNV eNdloTnY oTPEPAwOLY, SLoTL amlodoTata wg
guplokopevov vynAoTepa, dev NABev e1g emagnv pe Tov Ppaxov. Eig ta
VQAAA TNG T OTIOIAL AVTLOTOLXOVYV TIPOG TNV TOLPLOTIKNY By, vTtdp-
XeL Avotypa Twv Aapapivwy eig UfKog 1,5 mepimov uétpov ovveneia
ATOAAPPDOEWG TWV, YEYOVOG OTIEP KAOIOTA ETL ELPAVEG OTLTO OKAPOG
d\Bev xopomndwvtag dvwbev Tov Bpdyovr. Amokabgbnike akopn
otLto mndaAio eixe petatomotel anod tr 0éon Tov, evw Ppédnkav kop-
HaTL Bpaxwv o@nvwpéva oTig Tpoméles kabwg kat OTL eixav omdoet
nTepOYLd Tovs. Ta ototeia avTd oe cLVVELAOUO pe papTLpies emPa-
Twv odnynoav otny dnoyn 6t 1o mhoio cOpOnke mdvw oTa mpavr g
Bpaxovnoidag, amoymn Tnv omoia amoTOHTWOE KAl TO ENMOTLO TIOPLOHA.

H Avakpirikn Emtporn EAéyxov Navtikwv Atvxnpétwv (AEENA)
HETA TV OAOKATN pWOT) TOV AVAKPLTIKOV €PYOV KAl TA ATOTEAETHATAL
™G voPpixtag embewpnong mov mpayparomotOnke TOTE AMO
KaTadVTIKO GLVEPYELO, KATEANEE O0TA TTAPAKATW CVUTEPATHATA.

ZOpewva fe TNV TPAYHATOYVOHOGUVT TwV SuTwV oL Katadv-
Onkav oto vavdyto, oto mhaioto tng épevvag tov AEENA, 1o mhoio
emkaBnoe otov Pubo oxedov Opbio pe pukpn khion mpog ta apt-
0TEPA KAl [e TNV TAWPT TOL Va Kottdet Tov Boppd. Ot éAikeg Tov
mAoiov BpéBnkav omacpévorl, xwpig va fpebolv TufpaTA TOVG OTOV
TOTIO TOV VA ayiov 1) KovTd o€ avTov kat 6tov Se€to Eka Ppednkav
TMETPWHATA TAPERPEPT] TIPOG eKelva TG Vnoidag Oapakwtd (Yap-
HiTNG okANpoOg) ev otov fuBo Tng ovykekpiévng Baldoaotag mept-
oxn¢ 8ev vmdpyovv Tétolov eidovg METpwHATA. Zg O,TL APOpdA TO
priypa mov mpokaleoe tnv etopor] véatwy, ' ExBeon avagépet ta
akohovBa: «Ta mAevpd Tov Thoiov e§eTacBévta vmo Sutwy, evpédn-
oav aBikta Tapovotaldpeva VO ETIUAKOVG KAl €IG TO AUTO TIEPLTOV
BaBog amd tng Lodhov ko\dvoew( Twv petald Twv vopéwy mhevpt-
KOV EAACPATWV TOV TTAOiOL e ekSHAwOLY TNG (NG €1 EKKApQw-
oLV EAACUATWV TIAPA TO TIPLHVAIOV TN,
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distortion, which is normal, being placed higher up, so they did not
come in touch with the rock. On her bottom, i.e. at the level of the
3t class, the gap on the plates is 1.5 meters long because the rivets
have broken, additional proof that the boat came bouncing over the
reef rock”. It was also revealed that the rudder had been displaced,
that parts of rocks were found stuck on the propellers, and that their
blades had broken. These facts, combined with witness testimonies,
led to the conclusion that the ship must have scraped on the islet’s
reefs, something that was reflected in the official accident report.
The Investigating Committee for the Control of Maritime Acci-
dents (Greek abbreviation AEENA), having completed the investigation
and taking in account the results of the underwater investigation that
was conducted by a diving crew, reached the following conclusions:
According to the report of the divers that examined the wreck
within the framework of AEENA’s investigation, the ship sat on the
bottom practically upright, slightly listing to portside, with her bow
looking north. The propeller blades were found broken, no parts of
them were found anywhere near the shipwreck, and on the starboard
blade there were rocks similar to those found on the islet of Thra-
koto [hard sandstone], while no such rocks exist on the bottom at
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TIamovtoia, 00AeC TamOVTOIOV
ko éva SiefSpwpévo Pifrio
eiva avdyeon oTa mPOoWTMIKK
AVTIKEIUEVE TWY VAVXYWY TTOV
nopauévovy atov fuho.

Shoes, shoe soles, and a weathered
book are among the personal items

of the castaways that remain on
the bottom of the sea.



H aidovérta Tov vavayiov 6mwg
Otxypapetou ot QoA vepd.

The figure of the shipwreck as seen

in the turbid waters.

Eva guiotpivi EempofaAder
avaueon 0T CUVTPIUUIC TOV
OKAQYOUG.

A port-hole among the debris of
the wreck.

Zhpewva Aowmov pe tnv ‘ExBeon tng Avaxpitikig Emtponng
(AEENA) to mhoio dev trpnoe tnv evdedetypévn evtog Tov Stavlov
ao@aleiag mopeia kat Ppédnke emkivovva kovta otn Ppaxovnoida
Oapakwto mov mpoekéxet Twv vnoidwv Bepdobyia, pe cuvénea to
XEIMAPPA va TpOGKPOUOEL UE TNV aApLOTEPT) TAEVPA TOV OTO VPANO-
npavég TG Ppaxovnoidag. Me tnv mpookpovomn mpokAnOnke kupa-
T0e1dnG OTPEPAWOT TWV ENACUATWY, PIKOVG 22 LETPWY, EEwTEPIKA
Tov AePrrooTaciov kat Tov pnxavootaciov. Emiong, Eekappwdnkav
eAdopata ov Snpovpynoav dvo prypata pikovg 30 EkatooTwy Kat
1,5 pétpov, pe amoTéAeapia TV L0POT) VEATWY GTOV XWPO TOL UNXaL-
vootaciov. H Opavon tov atpaywyod cwArva 61o Unxavootdoto
TPOKANONKE Ao TNV AMOTOWUN AVAKOT TG TIPOG TA TPOOW KiVIONG
TOL TTAOIOV, TO OTIOLO KIVEITO TNV WPa TOV SUOTLXHHATOG UE TayV-
ta 11 pkiov (VToAoyl{opevng Kat TG TaxVTNTAG TOV PEVUATOG).

Ot TpaypatoyvwHoveg 0To TOPLOUA TOVG — TO OTIOIO OTT CUVE-
xeta €0eaav vTOYN ToL AppOSIoL SikaoTnpiov Tov avéaPe TV LTO-
Beon - dev GéxTnKav TNV ekdoYN TNG TPOOKPOVOTNG OE VAPKT T} EVOG
@nuoloyovpevov oapmotal.

Ooov agopd 6ToV LOXVPLOHO AAAWY OTLETPOKELTO Yia e§WTEPLKT
gkpnén amnod eKpnKTIKO UNXaviopo mov eixe TomodetnOel ota Hpaka
Tov Aoiov, anoppigOnke and v Emtponn Stott, petadd dAlwvy,
otV mepintwon avtn dev Ba Tpavtalovtav To okAPog ar’ axkpn o
axkpn kat To priypa Ba nrav e§wtepikd kat peyabtepo, pe anotéle-
opa TNV oAV TtLo yprjyopn Pubion tov mhoiov.

Av de o unyaviopog eiye TonoBetnOei 6o eowTepticd Tov MAoiov, Ba
giye Yivel avTIANTTOG amd TOvG pnXavikovg ahAd Kol 0TV TEPIMTWOT)
7oV TOVG SLéQevye, 1 £kpnén Ba Tovg eixe okotwoet kat Sev Ba Tovg
eMéTpene va Byouv and To unxavooTaoto kat va cwbovv 6mwg ouvepn.

H exdoxn tng vapkng amoppigBnke and tnv Emitpont) tov AEENA
emeldn] 1) dev mapatnprBnke and kavévav avtonTn HapTLPA T OTHAN
v8atog MoV akohovBei tnv éxpnén vaprng aAAd ovTE Kat i xapaKTn-
pLOTIKN Aapyn, 2) Sev vrrp&av kabohov vekpd ydpla aTny epLoxm
Kkat 3) 8ev mpokAnOnke coPapo priypa ota mhevpd Tov mAoiov. Emt-
TAEOV 1] CUYKEKPLUEVT) TLEPLOXT| eixe TPOOoPATWG eAeyXDel amd Tov 20
0ToAloko vapkaAtevTikwy Tov ITohepikod Navtikov kat gixe Oewpn-
Oel aopaAng. O KvBepvrtng Tov vapkalievtikod AEYKAS ov oup-
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the site of the wreck. As to the gash that caused the inflow of water,
the report mentions the following: “The divers found the ship’s sides
intact; they only noted an oblong inward dent on the keel frames of
the ship, at the same depth below the water line, leading to a large
hole in the aft section plate riveting”.

The report of the Investigating committee (AEENA) concludes that
the ship did not follow the advisable safe course in the strait. She
came dangerously close to the rocky islet Thrakoto, which juts out of
the islets Verdougia, and struck on the insular slope of the rocky islet
with her portside. The impact caused a 22-meter deformation of the
plates in the vicinity of the boiler and the engine room. Moreover the
long steel plates became unriveted and that caused two gaps, one 30
centimeters and the other one 1.5 meters long, so water entered in
the engine room. The rupture of the steam pipe in the engine room
was caused by the abrupt stop of the forward movement of the ship,
which at the time of the accident was sailing at 11 knots (taking into
consideration the speed of the current).

In their conclusion —which they later brought to the attention of the
competent court that took over the case- the experts did not accept
the version of an impact on a mine or of the rumored sabotage.

As for the allegation of certain other people that the wreck was
caused by an external explosion from an explosive device placed on
the ship’s bottom, this was rejected by the committee because among
others, in that case the ship would not have shaken stem to stern and
the gap would have been an exterior one and larger, and the ship
would have sunk much quicker.

If the device had been placed inside the ship, the engineers would
have found it; and even if they hadn't, the explosion would have
killed them and not allowed them to get out of the engine room and
save themselves, as actually happened.

The mine scenario was rejected by the AEENA committee because
1) no eye witness saw any water column that follows the explosion of
a mine; 2) nor the characteristic flash; 3) there were no dead fish in
the area, and 4) there was no serious gap on the ship’s sides. Moreover,
the particular area was recently checked from the Navy’s 2nd Mine-
sweeping flotilla and found safe. The captain of minesweeper LEFKAS
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H avéun mov toAiye Tov ko
Eexwpiler avaueon ot ovVTpipia
IOV KeITOVTAL SIROTIAPTR OTOV
P86 Tov Evfoixod.

A winch that winded ropes may
be seen among the debris that are
scattered at the bottom of Evoikos
seq.



Eéetalovtag éva priypa otor
vpada.

Examining a gap on the bottom of
the ship.

Heteixe otny ekkabdpion Tov vapkomediov Tov Notiov EvPoikov
10 kahokaipt Tov 1946, avagéper’ Ta mapakdtw «Tnv meptloyr mov
BovAiae, Ty eixape ombapur mpog ombaur epevvioet Kat Kapia
vapkn Oev BpéBnke. H voyia 6Tt To XEIMAPPA [e TOUG EKATOVTA-
deg mviyéVoug ToL TIPOTEKPOVOE O VApKN, €0tye TN @LAOTIHIA Hag
Kat 1o Padv aioOnua evBvvng mov eixape ot dovAetd pagr. To AEY-
KAZ |Tav T0 TPWTO OKAPOG IOV E0TIEVOE GTOV XWPO TOL Vavayiov,
gxovtag AdPet oxeTIKO orjpa yla va anomhevoet and T Zkidbo To
Bpddv tng 15n¢ Iavovapiov. Tn 17n Iavovapiov katépBaocav kat Ta
VTIONOLTIOL TTEVTE VAPKAALEVTIKA TOV GTOAIOKOV Kal £va amd avtd,
10 AEPOZ, evtomioe To vavaylo Tov XEIMAPPA éva AL vOTLa TOV
pavov BepdovyL. O 206 0TOAIOKOG TWV VAPKAALEVTIKDOV SLaTAYTNKE
va gpevvroet §avd tnv meploxr. IIpdypartt to ékave péxpt To TG
DePpovapiov xwpig Opwg va Ppedei kamota vapk.

O IMhoiapyog Zm. Mmihivng emépeve 0TI katabéoel Tov 0TL To
mAoio dev eixe amokAivel amod Ty mopeia Tov kat Twg 1 PuOior Tov
HTav anotéAeopa TPOOKPOLONG OE UAYVITIKN VAPKN TIOL €iXE amo-
Komel amo mapakeipeva vapkonédia. O Mmhivng eixe mel 10Te pAw-
vtag otny epnuepida «EAevOepn EANGSa»:

[...Exw fovxn ) ovveidnon pov. Eykatéhenpa televtaiog to
Kapapt kat dev agnoa emPatn xwpic owaoipro. Edwoa tnv tedevtaia
OTLYMr| KLAVTO TIOL €Y KPATHOEL YA TOV EAVTO OV O £VA OTPATIOTH
nov Oev eixe. Kt épaba mwg owbnke. Avtd Oa SramotwOei and Ta ntw-
pata. [TéBavav ot o moAhoi and Yyo&n. Koot Ba BpeBovv e owai-
Pra. To kapdpt amd Tr OTLYHn TG TPOOKPOLOEWS UEXPL TV KaTaBV-
Oiom dev Euetve oty em@avela meplocdTeEPO amod 25 — 40 Aemtd TG
Wpag. AvTd mov emwOnKav anod peptkovs 6w dlafaca oTIG ePnpe-
pideg yla 1 kat 1,5 wpa givan memhavnpéveg evrvnwoels. Kaveig dev
elde péoa 0Tn oVYXLON TTOL EMEKPATNOE TO POAOL TOL. ZTO SLACTNHA
AUTO KAvayple O,TL uopovoae yla va owbei o kdopog. Me To «pwva-
ywyor» Eelapuyylalopovva and tn Sevtepn yépupa. Edva odnyieg

5. «H vapkahieia otig ENAnvikég @dlaooeg 1944-1949», ABrva, 1980.
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who participated in the cleaning of the minefield of the South Evoikos
in the summer of 1946, reports’ the following: “We had searched the
area where the ship sank inch by inch and found no mine. The suspi-
cion that HEIMARRA with the hundreds of people who drowned from
her shipwreck had run into a mine is an insult to our dutifulness and
to the deep sense of responsibility we have for our work”. RHNS LEF-
KAS was the first ship to approach the area of the shipwreck, having
received the relevant sign to sail from Skiathos on the night of January
15. On January 17, the other five minesweepers of the flotilla joined
the search and one of them, RHNS LEROS, located the wreck of HEI-
MARRA one mile south of the lighthouse on Verdougi. The 2nd Mine-
sweeping flotilla was ordered to search the area for mines again. They
searched until the end of February and found no mines.

Captain Sp. Bilinis insisted in his testimony that the ship had not
deviated from her course and that her sinking was the result of the

5. “Minesweeping in the Greek Seas 1944-1949”, Athens, 1980.
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Mia aidepévia méptar kou Svo
avepodoyor Bpiokovral TEOUEVES
arov fvlo.

An iron gate and two ventilators
lying on the bottom of the sea.



Eonuepides mov SiatnpnOnxav
péox oty Adonn Tov muBuéva.

Newspapers preserved in the mud

of the seabed.

yla v eykatdhenyn tov mhoiov. To mAfpwpa édeiée avtobuoia kat
YU avtd xdbnkav 48 dvdpeg. Otav £yve TO VOAYLO £YW KOIUOHOLY.
2t yégupa fitav o Yrnapxos. Kat av 1o mhoio mpooékpovoe og hpalo
vmevBuvog Ba frav avtdg kat Oxt eyw. Katd ovvéneia eyw dev €xw
Kavévay Aoyo va gofapat ya tny vfdvn mov Tuxdv Ba pe Bapaive.
Oa éleya v alnBeta. Aev eivat Opwg avto n aAndeta. To vavdylo
ogeiletat o vapkn...]

O 2n. MmAivng kat n Evwon IThodpxwv emépevay 0TL T0 vow-
&ytlo Tov XEIMAPPA Ba énperne va avehkvotel mpokelévou va e&a-
kppwbovv ta aitia. MdAota Bewpodoav ott n avélkvon Ba pmo-
povoe va oAokAnpwOei og 5 PN Ve, VW LTIPYAV KAl OPLOUEVOL IOV
dAwvav o1t To atpomAolo Ba umopovoe KATOTILY va EMOKEVAOTEL
KAl va eMOoTpEYeL 0T KabnKovTd Tov.

H 'ExBeon tov AEENA mov katatéOnke otig 15 NoeuPpiov 1947,
v p&e kataméXtng yia tov IToiapyo kat tovg A§iwpatikodg Tov XEI-
MAPPA, agov Bewpnoe 01t o . Mmhivig Sev édwaoe pntég odnyieg
yla TV mopeia péoa amo to enkivduvo otevo tov EvPoikov, dev eido-
noinoe pe pwtoPoAideg 1 Ao TPOTO yia TO Vavdylo, dev ppovTioe
va kAgioovv ot vdatooTeyeig O0peg, kabBwg Kat va TovTioeL TIg dyKv-
PEG OTO TILO P1XO ONeio amd To omoio dAbe To Mhoio petd TNV TPO-
okpovon. Eniong Oewpnoe tov Ynapxo Mnépton vrevBuvo yia to oup-
Bawv, emeldn) mapéhaPe v kvPépvnon Tov Mhoiov xwpig va éxet kabo-
plotel akpiPEg otiya, mapd povo é8waoe evToAn yia «OAo Sefid» dtav
avteAneon ™ Ppayovnoida. O de AvBvmomloiapxog Kavapag kpibnke
vmevBuvog, 81Tt Tapédwae vinpeoia xwpis va €xel kabopioet oTiypa
Kat opeia o€ emkivéuvo o1evo. Extog opwe and ta avOpwmiva opdal-
Hata vavotmAoiag mov o8 ynoav 6to vavayto, otnv ExBeon emppinto-
vTaL evBOveg kat katd AGLWHATIKWV Kot AWV LEADV TOV AN p@HATOG
Ylot amopAdeK T CUUTEPLPOPA, TIPWTOPAVT| YLoL TN VAU TIKI HaG TTapd-
doon. Zuykexppéva, ooppwva pe tnv'ExkBeon tov AEENA ot unyavikoi
Tov hoiov Apavddkng, Iamaytavvomoviog, Mmoytat(idng kou Tewp-
YoUdnG apéows HETE TO OVUPAY, EYKATEAEWPOAV TO OKAPOG KAl TTapE-
ovpav Kot AAAA AT TOL TTPOOWTIKOV TWV Unyavwy, dev tédnkav otn
StédBeon tov Kanetaviov tovg wote va e§akpipwoovy Tig {npuég kaw va
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impact on a mislayed magnetic mine of the adjacent minefields. Bilinis
had said while talking to the newspaper Eleftheri Ellada:

“My conscience is clear. I was the last to abandon the ship and I
left no passenger without a lifejacket. At the last moment I even gave
the one I had kept for myself to a soldier that did not have one. After-
wards, I learned that he was saved. This can be proved from the offi-
cial number of the casualties. Most of them died from hypothermia.
Everyone was found wearing their lifejackets. From the moment of
the impact till her sinking, the ship did not stay afloat for more than
25-40 minutes. What some people alleged, as I read in the newspa-
pers, that HEIMARRA remained afloat for 1, or even for 1 ¥ hours are
all wrong impressions. In that moment of confusion, no one looked
at their watches. We did everything we could at the time; we had to
save the people. I shouted my head off with that “loud speaker” from
the second bridge. I gave orders to abandon ship. The crew showed
self-sacrifice and that is why 48 of them perished. When the ship-
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2710 e0wTEPIKO THS TOLUIVIEpRG. H
Oaddooix {wn éxer aykadidoer To
vavay!o.

Inside the funnel. The sea life has
embraced the shipwreck.



Eva kMobpetpo amd 1 yépupa
Tov mAolov, kaBwc¢ Kot éva
THAEYpAPNUX HTAY avdpeon oTA
AVTIKEIUEVX IOV AVEAKDITHKAY
70 2000.

A clinometer from the ship’s
bridge, and a telegram among the
items salvaged in 2000.

npoonadnoovy va Tig emdopOwoovy, cupParlovTag Le avTr Tovg TN
OVUTIEPLPOPA OTIV ONIKT| ATIWAELX TOV OKAPOVG,.

Tov MépTio tov 1947 avakotvwOnkav ot Towvég mov eméfale To
Ynovpyeio Eunopikng Navtihiag :

Zrov IThoiapxo Zm. Mmhivn Tnv mown twv 9,5 punvwv yia Baptd
apéheta emi TG ekTéAEON G TWV KaABNKOVTWY, eV 0TOV A" Mixaviko
N. Apavdaxn emePAnOn mowr) 12 unvav. Tnv mowvn twv 6 unvav yua
apéAela eni TnG ekTéAEONG TV KaBNKOVTWY enéBale otov Yrapyo
L. Mnépton kat otovg B Mnyavikovg I'. ITamaylavvomovo kat IT.
Mrnoytat(idn. Zrov AvBunomhoiapyo AB. Kavapa eneAnon n mowvr
TOV EVOG UNVOG Yl apéheta emti TG eKTEAEONG TV KaONKOVTWY.

To vavaylo ofjpepa

210 vavdyto Tov XEIMAPPA £y1lvav apKeTA XpOVIa apyoTepa EKTE-
Tapéveg epyaoieg avéAkvong, ot omoieg oAokAnpwbnkav tov Iov-
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wreck occurred I was asleep. The first mate was on the bridge. And
if the ship struck a reef then he was the one responsible for it, not
me. Therefore, I have no reason to be afraid, since I have no respon-
sibility. I would have said the truth anyway. But that is not the truth.
The shipwreck happened because of a mine.”

S. Bilinis and the union of captains insisted that the wreck of HEIMA-
RRA must be salvaged in order to ascertain the causes. Some thought
that the salvage could be completed in 5 months, and others declared
that the steamship could even be repaired and returned to her duties.

AEENA’s report, filed on November 15, 1947, was a scathing for
the captain and the officers of HEIMARRA: they believed that S. Bilinis
had not given clear commands on the course that the ship must fol-
low through the dangerous straits of Evoikos, that he didn’t launch
flares or use any other way to notify of the wreck, that he didn’t make
sure to close the watertight doors, and that he didn’t drop the anchors
at the shallowest point that the ship passed by after the impact. Fur-
thermore, they considered First Mate Bertsis liable for the incident
because he took control of the ship without having determined an
exact position, and the only thing he did was to order the helm
“hard to starboard” when he became aware of the islet. Lieutenant
Kanavas was also found legally responsible because he handed over
his watch without having set the position and the course that the
ship should follow in a dangerous strait. But other than the human
navigational error that led to the shipwreck, the report also attached
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Opiopéva amo To ypppato

7OV amapTi(ay T0 OVopX TOV
XEIMAPPA kou GAAo avTiKeipeva,
1o omoia exTéOnKay T0 2007 O¢€
‘ExOeon o0 Zdmmeio.

Some of the letters that formed
HEIMARRA’s name and other items
were exhibited in 2007 at Zappeio.



H em{woa AOnvé Aikoxov oe
PwTOYPAPiX THG EMOXHG TOV
vavayiov kal o€ ETIOKEYT THS
oty ékBeon Tov 2007.

Survivor Athina Liaskou in a
photo of the time of the shipwreck
and during her visit at the
exhibition in 2007.

Ao Tov 1968. To vavdayto KOTNKE 0€ THRHATA T OTTola AVeEAKVOTN)-
Kav [e TAWTO yepavo, TPOKELHEVOD va ekTonBolv wg maktooidepa.

To BaBog otnv meployn mov keitetan To vavdylo eivat 33 pétpa.
2tov Pvbo onpepa amopével To KATWKAPABO TOV OKAPOVG, OTO
OTIO{0 TP ALEVEL KAl O AEPNTAG TOV ATHOV.

2V aplotepr] TAevpd Tov vavayiov StakpiveTal Katd HKoG
Tov Aefnrootaciov To priypa mov mpokAndnke, 6tav ta DPaia ToL
XEIMAPPA ovpOnkav otn Ppayovnoida. Aiyo mio mépa Ppébnkav
Ta prpovvT{iva ypdppata mov dAlote oxnuatiiav o dvopa «XEI-
MAPPA».

[Teopéveg otov PuBo Bpiokovtat avépeg mov aAlote pthofevod-
oav Tovg kapovg Tov mAoiov, kabwg kat avepodoxot. Aimha oTig ave-
Hod0X0VG TOL TMAoioV BpioKoVTal SLACKOPTILOHUEVA TIPOCWTILKA AVTL-
Keipeva Tov emBatwv Tov XEIMAPPA, UnoTeg, yopeg, maudtkd mamnov-
TOAKLA, XTEVEG, YUvalKeieg KAATOES, owaoifia kat To §ipog evog aft-
wpatikov. H mapovoia tov avBpwmivov ototgeiov eival tdiaitepa
EVTOVI KAL QEPVEL GTO VOL OKNVEG altd TNV amiotevtn Tpaywdia mov
Sadpapatiotnke ekel.

2tov P06 avamaveTal kat To eMPANTIKO POVYAPO TOV OKAPOVG
T0 omoio £xel Yivel TAéoV Kata@uylo yla Ta mAaopata tov Buboo.
AldoTapToL VITAPXOLY Kol CwPOi Ao KApPovva OV KATOTE KIVOD-
oav TIG UNXAVEG TOV ATUOTAOLOV.

To 2000, katomv oXeTIknG adeloddTnong, kataduTikn opdda avé-
ovpe and Tov Pvho 178 avtikeipeva Ta omoia, agol cuvtnenOnkay,
napadodnkav otov Anpo Pagrvag mpokeipévov va ektebovv oto
KOLVO. AVALETQ OTA AVTIKEILEVA TTOV aveAKVOTNKAV TtepthapPdvo-
vtat alMAnAoypagia Tng emoxns, epnpepides, PtPAia, kabwg kat Ta
UTPOVVT(Va YPAUHATA TOV OVOHATOG TOV TTAOIOL.

To keipevo apiepwverar otov IoTopikd Meletyt TOL Vawvayiov
Ligvvy ASauion.
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blame to some officers and other members of the crew for unaccep-
table conduct, unprecedented for our maritime tradition. In par-
ticular, according to AEENA’s report the ship’s engineers Drandakis,
Papagiannopoulos, Bogiatzides and Georgoudis abandoned the ship
immediately after the incident, invited other members of the engine
crew to join them and did not put themselves at the disposal of their
captain, to identify the damage and try to repair it. Therefore, with
their conduct, they contributed to the total loss of the vessel.

In March 1947, the Ministry of Merchant Marine imposed the
following penalties:

On the Master Sp.Bilinis, a sentence of 9.5 months for gross negli-
gence in the execution of his duties; The First Engineer N. Dandakis
was sentenced with 12 months. A 6 month sentence for negligence
in the execution of his duties was imposed on the first mate I. Bertsis
and the second engineers G. Papagiannopoulos and P. Bogiatsides.
Sub lieutenant Ath. Kanavas was sentenced to 1 month for negli-
gence in executing his duties.

The shipwreck today

Years later, the wreck of HEIMARRA was the object of extended sal-
vage operations, which were completed in July 1968. The shipwreck
was blown apart to divide it in parts that were salvaged with a float-
ing crane in order to be sold as scrap iron.

The shipwreck lies at a depth of 33 meters. Today the seabed hosts
only the lower part of the ship’s keel, and the steam boiler.

On the portside of the wreck and along the boiler room one may
see the gash that was caused when HEIMARRA’s bottom was dragged
on the island’s rocks. A few meters away the bronze letters were
found that once spelled the name “HEIMARRA”.

Lying on the bottom of the sea are the winches that once hosted
the ship’s ropes, as well as ventilators. Next to the ship’s ventila-
tors, lie scattered, personal items of HEIMARRA’s passengers, such
as boots, lady shoes, children shoes, combs, women’ stockings, life
jackets, and an officer’s sword. The presence of human elements is
intense and brings to mind scenes from the unbelievable tragedy
that occurred there.

The seafloor also hosts the impressive funnel of the ship that has
become a refuge for the creatures of the sea. There are also piles of
coals that once fueled the steamship’s engines.

In 2000, after clearance from the relevant authorities, a diving
team salvaged from the bottom of the sea 178 items, which, after
being preserved, were delivered to the Municipality of Rafina in
order to be exposed to the public. Among the items are letters, news-
papers, as well as the bronze letters of the ship’s name.

The text is dedicated to the historian researcher of the shipwreck,
Giannis Adamides.
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